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COMMISSION. 


VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Queen, Defender of the Faith, and soforth. 

To Our trusty and well-beloved James Major and Christopher Copinger, esquires, two 
of Our Counsel learned in the law, greeting : 

Whereas We have thought it expedient that a Commission should issue forthwith, for 
the purpose of inquiring into the state of the municipal affairs of the Borough of Belfast, 
in that part of Our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland called Ireland. Now 
Know Ye, that We, reposing great trust and confidence in your zeal and ability, have 
authorized and appointed, and do by these presents authorize and appoint you, the said 
James Major and Christopher Copinger, to be Our Commissioners for the purpose afore- 
said. 

And Our will and pleasure- is that you should inquire what moneys have been borrowed 
and expended by the Corporation of Belfast, under and by virtue of the several Acts for 
the improvement of the Borough of Belfast or otherwise ; and whether any and what sums 
so borrowed and expended, and not now properly chargeable on the rates and other Cor- 
porate property, have been so borrowed and expended bond jicle and for the benefit of the 
Borough; and whether the same, or any part thereof, ought to be charged upon. the rates 
or other Corporate property, or upon any and what part of such rates and property; and 
whether it would be fit and proper, and for the benefit of the said Borough, that any and 
what matters now in litigation in relation thereto, should be adjusted and arranged upon 
any and what terms. To inquire into the nature and extent of the rates and taxes levied 
upon property in the said Borough by the Corporation of Belfast or any Board or Body 
Corporate having jurisdiction within the said Borough, and whether it would be desirable 
to make provision in any and what manner for the consolidation with the Corporation, or 
with each other of any such Boards or Bodies Corporate, or for a single and uniform 
collection of such rates ; and whether, in the event of any such consolidation, any and 
what provision should be made with respect to the present assets and liabilities of the 
Boards or Bodies to be consolidated, and with respect to the extent and limits of their 
several jurisdictions; and whether, with reference to the purposes aforesaid, or any ot 
them, and having regard to any prospective system of valuation in Ireland, any and what 
alteration should be made in the scale or scales of taxation within the Borough. Whether 
any power, at any time heretofore vested in the said Boards or Bodies Corporate, or any 
of them, for carrying into effect any and what purposes authorized by Parliament should 
be revived or renewed ; or whether any and what changes should be made in the powers 
of such Boards or Bodies Corporate, and whether, with reference to the purposes aforesaid, 
or any of them, any and what additional powers of borrowing money would be necessary 
or expedient ; and that after a careful inquiry you should report to us in writing under 
your Hands and Seals, your several proceedings, by virtue of this Our Commission. 

And We do hereby authorize and empower you, Our said Commissioners, to obtain infor- 
mation thereupon, by the examination of all persons most competent, by reason of their 
situation, knowledge, and experience to afford it, and also by calling for all documents, 
papers, and records, which may appear to you calculated to assist your researches, and to 
promote the formation of a sound judgment upon the subject. 

And We do also hereby give and grant unto you full power and authority, when the 
same shall appear to be requisite, to administer an oath or oaths to any person or persons 
whatsoever to be examined before you, touching or concerning the premises. 

And We will and command that this Our Commission shall continue in full force and 
' virtue, and that you, Our said Commissioners, may, from time to time, proceed in the exe- 
cution thereof, and of every matter and thing therein contained, although the same be 
not continued from time to time by adjournment. 

And We hereby command all and singular Our Justices of the Peace, Sheriffs, Mayors, 
Bailiffs, Constables, Officers, Ministers, and all other Our loving subjects whatsoever, as 
well within liberties as without, that they be assistant to you in the execution of these 
presents. 

In Witness whereof We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent. Witness 
Ourself at Westminster, the Twenty-eighth day of July, in the Twenty-second Year of 
Our Reign. 

By Warrant under the Queen’s Sign Manual, 

C. ROMILLY. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



REPORT. 


TO HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY THE QUEEN. 


May it Please Your Majesty, — 

Your Majesty having been pleased to issue your Letters Patent, bearing date at 
Westminster the Twenty-eighth day of July, in the Twenty-second year of your Reign, 
commanding us to inquire what Moneys have been borrowed by the Corporation of Belfast 
under and by virtue of the several Acts for the Improvement of the Borough of Belfast 
or otherwise ; and whether any and what sums so borrowed and expended, and not now 
properly chargeable on the rates and other corporate property of said borough, have been 
so borrowed and expended bona fide, and for the benefit of the borough ; and whether the 
same or any part thereof ought to be charged upon the said rates or other corporate 
property, or upon any and what part of such rates and property ; and whether it would 
be fit and proper, and for the benefit of the said borough, that any and what matters now 
in litigation in relation thereto should be adjusted and arranged upon any and what terms ; 
and further, to inquire into the nature and extent of the rates and taxes levied upon 
property in the said borough by the Corporation of Belfast, or any Board or Body 
Corporate having jurisdiction within the said borough ; and whether it would be desirable 
to make provision in any and what manner for the consolidation with the Corporation, 
or with each other of any such Boards or Bodies Corporate, or for a single and uniform 
collection of such rates; and whether in the event of any such consolidation any and 
what provision should be made with respect to the present assets and liabilities of the 
Boards or Bodies to be consolidated, and with respect to the extent and limits of their 
several jurisdictions ; and whether, with reference to the purposes aforesaid, or any of 
them, and having regard to any prospective system of valuation in Ireland, any and what 
alteration should be made in the scale or scales of taxation within the borough ; and 
whether any power, at any time heretofore vested in the said Boards or Bodies Corporate, 
or any of them, for carrying into effect any and what purposes authorized by Parliament, 
should be revived or renewed ; or whether any and what changes should be made in the 
powers of such Boards or Bodies Corporate; and whether, with reference to the purposes 
aforesaid, or any of them, any and what additional powers of borrowing money would be 
necessary or expedient ; and that after a careful inquiry we should report to Your Majesty, 
in writing, under our hands and seals, our several proceedings by virtue of the said Com- 
mission. 

We now beg most humbly to submit to Your Majesty the following Report of our pro- 
ceedings, and of what we have found concerning the premises. 

Upon receipt of Your Majesty’s Commission, we caused due notice to be given that we 
would proceed with the inquiries directed thereby, on Tuesday, the 24th day of August, at 
the hour of eleven o’clock in the forenoon, at the Court-house of Belfast; and we aiTanged 
the subjects of such inquiries under separate and distinct heads ; and framed regulations to 
facilitate the investigation thereof. These “heads and regulations” will be found in the Appendix A. 
Appendix. . ' _ Appendix B. 

On the said 24th August, 1858, the Commission was duly opened by us, at the Court- 
house of Belfast; and the following parties appeared, namely:— The Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Burgesses of the Borough of Belfast, by Francis Macdonogh, esq., q.c., their counsel, 
and Mr. Samuel Bruce, their solicitor. 

■ Certain rate-payers of the borough, whose names are set out in the Appendix, by Appendix C. 
Charles Barry, esq., their counsel, and Mr. Henry N. Smith, their solicitor. 

Certain persons, whose names appear in their case, who then were, or theretofore App. F. 9. 
had been, members of the down Council of Belfast, and as such were named as special 
respondents in a certain information filed by the Attorney-General of Ireland at the rela- 
tion of John Rea against the Corporation of Belfast and others. These parties appeared 
by Michael Harrisson, esq., their counsel, and Mr. Johns as their solicitor. 
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6 MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS OF BELFAST. 

Mr. John Rea, solicitor, (the relator in said information,) who appeared in person on his 
own behalf. 

The executors of William Pirrie, deceased, plaintiffs in an action then pending against 
the Corporation of Belfast, in respect of moneys lent to the said Corporation, and which 
moneys formed part of the subject of the inquiry directed by the Commission, by Mr. 
T. B. Johnson, their solicitor. 

The Belfast Water Commissioners, by Mr. John Hitchcock, their solicitor. 

Captain Dyer, on his own behalf, as one of the subscribers to the Old Poorhouse, and 
claiming to be interested in the rates levied by the Water Commissioners. 

Certain inhabitants of the district added to the old Borough of Belfast by the 
16 & 17 Yic., chap. 14, known as the extended borough, whose names are set out in the 
Appendix D. Appendix, by Henry Joy, esq., q.c., their counsel, and Messrs. Macrory, Son, and Boyd, 
their solicitors. 

Mr. William Carson, one of the special respondents in a certain suit called the supple- 
mental information of the Attorney-General against the Corporation of Belfast and others, 
by Mr. William Carson, junior, his solicitor. 

Certain persons, claiming to be creditors of the Corporation of Belfast, as holders of 
certificates issued by or on behalf of the Corporation of Belfast, for moneys lent to the 
said Corporation on the security of such certificates, whose names are set out in the 
Appendix E. Appendix, by James M‘Cabe Thompson, esq., their counsel, and Mx*. Morris Seeds, their 
solicitor. 

Mr. Forrest Reid, solicitor on behalf of Mr. James S. Reid, the Rev. G eorge Beilis, and 
himself, being other unsecured creditors of the Corporation, and holders of such certi- 
ficates. 

Mr. James Kyland, and the Rev. Thomas Moore, and his trustees, claiming to be entitled 
to a lien on the estates of the Corporation for unpaid purchase-money, by Messrs. Davidson 
and Torrens, their solicitors. 

Mr. Josias Cunningham, a rate-payer of the borough, in person, and on his own behalf. 

In compliance with the regulations prescribed by us, the several parties who so appeared, 
framed “ cases” referring to the specific heads, in respect of which they proposed to adduce 
evidence; and such cases were submitted to us for our approval, in order that should any 
matter not within the scope of our Commission be introduced therein, the same might be 
expunged, and evidence relating thereto excluded. 

In some instances we considered it our duty to expunge matter which appeax’ed to us 
AppendixP. irrelevant to the inquiry ; but we deem it right to insert in the Appendix the several 
cases as originally submitted to us, and their amended and approved forms. 

In conducting the proceedings under Your Majesty’s Commission, we pui’sued the 
course adopted by courts of law, in the reception and rejection of evidence; and we con- 
sidered it advisable to exercise the authority conferred on us by the Commission, to 
examine all witnesses produced before us upon oath. 

Before submitting to Your Majesty a detailed Report upon the several inquiries in the 
Royal Commission contained, we think it right to refer to the provisions of the several 
Acts of Parliament relating to the Borough of Belfast, and to its state and condition pre- 
vious to the passing of said Acts. 

Leppci-, 1084 . We find that up to the month of January, 1844, the paving, cleansing, lighting, watching, 
40 Geo. III. and otherwise improving the town of Belfast, were, by the Acts of 40 Geo. III., chap. 37 
56 3 G o tit ( Irisll )> ancl 56 Geo. III., chap. 57 (local and personal), committed to the care andmanage- 
c ./»7 se'c.22. Inen ^ cei ’tam Commissionei’s, called “The Commissioners of Police of the Town of 
Belfast,’’ who were thereby empowered to levy certain rates, upon property in the town as 
therein mentioned, and to boi’row the sum of £2,000 on the credit of the rates — provided 
the sum to be raised by rating in any one year should not exceed £1,000. 

Rep. of Com. It appeared in evidence that there did exist, in the Borough of Belfast, a Corporation 
on Mun. Co, consisting of the Sovereign and Burgesses of the borough, who claimed to be entitled to 
Belfast pVoo ^dlls °f Smithfield Market for their own use. 

Capt. Gil- The Municipal Corporation Act came into operation in the Borough of Belfast in the 
bcrt’s Re- year 1841, and thereupon the present Corporation of “ the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses 
imrt, 3. 0 f Borough of Belfast” was constituted, and the interest of tlie former Corporation, in 
on Mun. Cot! the tolls of Smithfield Market, became vested in them : but with this exception, they 
in Ireland, did not derive or become possessed of, or entitled to, any property whatsoever. 

Belfast,p.731 The powers conferred upon the Police Commissioners byji the before-mentioned Acts, 
Lepper,1084. were transferred to the Corporation about the month of January, 1844. 

8 4^9 Vic. ’ ^e year 1845, the Corporation applied for, and obtained an Act of Parliament for 
c. 142 (local the improvement of the Borough of Belfast, (hereinafter, for brevity, called the Act of 1845.) 
andpersonal) This Act repeals the before-mentioned Acts 40 Geo. III. and 56 Geo. III., and it provides 
Sec. 10. 
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for the payment of the debt of the Police Commissioners, then amounting to the sum of 
£1,599 19s. 9d. ; it empowers the Town Council to borrow at interest any sum of money, Sec. 28. 
which, together with any sum of money previously borrowed, should not exceed £150,000, 
on the credit of the rates authorized to be levied by said Act ; and in the event of 
such moneys being repaid, to re-borrow the same, and so toties quoties; but so, nevertheless, 
that there should not be owing, on the security of the rates, any more than £150,000 in 
the whole, at any time. And the Town Council were empowered to assign over the said 
rates as security to the persons, respectively, who should lend such money : and the 
persons lending said money were not bound to see to the application thereof. And it s ec , 29. 
was provided, that every such assignment, or mortgage, should be made by deed, under 
the common seal of the Corporation ; and by the said Act, the Council were empowered Sec. 41. 
to borrow money at a lower rate of interest than any securities given by them should 
bear, in order to pay off and discharge securities bearing a higher rate of interest, notwith- 
standing they might have previously borrowed the whole of the sum which they were by 
the Act authorized to borrow ; and to charge the rates with the payment of such sum and 
such lower rate of interest. And by this Act the Council were empowered to apply Sec. 44. 
£100,000 for the purpose of widening old, and making new streets and places within the 
limits therein mentioned, in the removing projections, and in the purchase of lands and 
buildings for such purposes ; and to apply the remainder of the money to be borrowed 
in carrying into effect the several other works and purposes, of the Act. And the Sec. 46. 
said Act further provided for the formation of a sinking fund, in the manner therein 
specified, for the gradual extinction of the mortgage debt ; and the Council were also 
thereby empowered to take certain houses and lands comprised in the Schedule to the Act; Sec. 55. 
to widen and improve certain streets mentioned therein; to make the new streets therein See. 56. 
set forth; to take upon lease or rent any land they might think convenient or proper for 
any of the works or purposes of the Act ; to purchase, by agreement, any house or ground g ec ' g 3 ‘ 
for the purpose of widening streets, or making new streets, or otherwise for any of the 
purposes of the Act ; and to cause the streets to be paved and sewered ; to construct Sec. 72. 
common sewers; to cleanse the streets; to provide fire-engines and a fire-police; to provide Sec. 90. 
a police force; to light, or contract for the lighting, of the streets; to purchase the existing Sec. 145. 
markets ; and to purchase, rent, and provide other lands, to be appropriated and used as ® ec - 
a market or markets. And it was expressly provided that the Town Council should not gec'257 258 
erect any new market within that part of the borough which was situate in the county of Sec! 277. 
Antrim, until they had purchased the existing markets. And the said Act further Sec. 278. 
provided, that for the purpose of defraying the expenses of carrying the Act into execution, | ec - |80. 
the Council should, once a year, or oftener, if necessary, make a rate upon the occupiers bec ‘ 
of all houses, buildings, and tenements within the limits of the Act, so as such rates should 
not exceed, in any one year, where the annual value should not exceed £20, the sum of 
Is. 6d. in the pound, and where the annual value exceeded £20, and should not exceed 
£80, the sum of 3s. in the pound, and where the annual value exceeded £80, the sum of 
4s. 6d. in the pound ; and that such rates should be diminished or varied in the propor- 
tions aforesaid, according to the sum to be raised. And it was provided that the money Sec. 383. 
to arise from the rates, and all other moneys to be received by the Council under this 
Act, should be applied — first, in payment of the expenses of obtaining the Act ; secondly, 
in payment of the interest of the money borrowed on mortgage, by virtue of the Acts 40 
Geo. III. and 56 Geo. III., and by virtue of this Act ; thirdly, in defraying the expenses 
of lighting, paving, cleansing, sewering, watching, and regulating the streets within the 
limits of the Act, and of improving the same, and in carrying the several purposes of the 
Act into execution ; and lastly, in paying off the principal sums borrowed. And it was 
provided that the Council might apply £l,500 per annum out of the rates, in widening 
and opening the streets. 

In the following year, 1846, an Act of Parliament, the 9 & 10 Vic., c. 294 (local and 9 & 10 Vic., 
personal), entitled “An Act for the better Lighting and Improving the Borough of Belfast,” c. 294 (local 
was passed. andpersonal) 

By this last-mentioned Act (called, for brevity, the Act of 1846), it was enacted, that Sec. 1. 
the provisions, matters, and things contained in the Act of 1845, and in the Acts incorpo- 
rated therewith, except such of them as were repealed or altered, should, where applicable, 
and not inconsistent, extend to this Act ; and that said Act and this Act, should be 
construed and read as forming one Act ; and the Town Council was empowered to borrow Sec. 2. 
on the credit of the rates to be levied on the borough, and of all other property whatsoever 
vested in the Corporation, any sums of money not exceeding £50,000, nor, together with 
the moneys authorized to be borrowed under the Act of 1845, the sum of £200,000 ; and 
this Act further empowered the Town Council, in case the said sum of £200,000 should 
be repaid, to re-borrow the same, and so toties quoties ; but so, nevertheless, that there 
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should not be owing, on the security of the said rates and corporate property, any more 
than £200,000, in the whole, at any one time. And the persons advancing or lending 
Sec. 3. su ch money were not bound to see to the application thereof. And it further provided 
that the mortgages should be made by deed under the common seal of the Corporation 
Sec. 15. and m tire form m the Schedule annexed to said Act, or to the like effect. The Council 
f ere b y tbls Acfc empowered to purchase any lands not exceeding eight acres, which might 
Sec' 23 be requi J e f , the f rectlon of g as works 5 and also to manufacture gas for lighting the 

Sec'. 19. streets ofthe 1 boi ’°ugh, and to supply gas for private use; and to purchase, or take on lease 

any gas works already erected and set up, and any lands, not exceeding eight acres held 
Sec. 42. or enjoyed therewith. And it was provided that all moneys which should arise and be 
received by the Council, under this Act, should be applied— first, in payment of the 
expenses of obtaining the Act ; secondly, in payment of the interest of the moneys borrowed 
by virtue of the Act of 1845, and this Act ; thirdly, in defraying the expenses of manu- 
facturing gas, and of lighting, paving, cleansing, sewering, watching, and regulating the 
streets within the limits of the borough, and of improving the same, and in carrying 
the several purposes, of the Act of 1845, and this Act, into execution; and lastly in 
paying oft the principal sums borrowed, as aforesaid, in such order as the Council should 


Bj the 10 I ic- ’ c - 254 (iocal and, personal), entitled “An Act for the further 
ImyovemeBt-of the Borough of Belfast” (and, for brevity, here called the Act of 1847), the 
Sec 1. s , jicts of l 845 an< l 1846 were incorporated therewith, and made one Act ■ and coin 

Sec. i. pulsory powers were given to the Council to take certain lands therein mentioned • and 

Sec. 5 they were empowered to sell lands taken and not required for improvements, and also to 

Se£ S. Tf? lands ’ and t0 s . eI1 gw»nd rents ; and the said Act provided for the application 

See. 9. “ the m ™eys to arise from the sales of lands, and limited the period of time within which 

Sec. 15. tliesurplus lands should be sold ; and the Council were empowered to improve the Black- 

staff River for the better drainage of the borough, in the manner and according to certain 
Sec. 27. plans therein specified. And the said Act confirmed the purchases of the markets and 

Sec. 28. market rights made by the Town Council under the provisions of the Act of 1845 • and 

extended the provisions of said Act to the markets then or thereafter to be established by 
Sec. 29. the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the borough ; and it prohibited the sale of 

see. 30.. marketable commodities in the public streets. And the Council were further empowered 

, , _ ;? P ur ? ha f from the Lagan Bridge Company, and the latter were authorized to sell to the 

Sec. 35. Council, the Lagan Bridge and the Tolls thereof, which, when purchased, should for ever 
thereafter be open to the public free of toll. 

J 3 T08 4 S T Bytl - e 13 rS 1 t Vic ’’ , C ‘ JSP ( local and P ersonal ), entitled “An Act for the better 
andpevsonal! 4m P rovin g ? { . tle borough of Belfast” (and hereinafter, for brevity, called the Act of 1850) 
Sec. 26. R was provided, that the Council might, from time to time, borrow at interest on the 
credit of the rates rents, and other moneys authorized to be raised under the provisions 
of j v 8 ^ 5, 184 , 6 ’ aild 1847 ’ or an 3" of tbem i any sum of money not exceeding 
7 v, m adthfion to the moneys authorized to be borrowed under the Acts of 1845 and 
bcc. 27. 1846, with power to re-borrow the same. And it was provided that the moneys autho- 

rized to be borrowed by this Act should be set apart, and be exclusively applicable to the 
abatement of the Blackstaff nuisance, as directed by the Act of 1847, and to no other 
purpose whatsoever. 

16417 Tic. By the 16 & 17 Yic., c. 114, entitled, “An Act to extend the Municipal Boundaries of 
/ lt ; , ’ 0!l f l ] Belfast, and to reduce the Scale of Rating upon certain Property within the 
Sec. 2 . said Borough (hereinafter, for brevity, called the Act of 1853), so much of the Municipal 
corporations Act of Ireland as relates to the boundaries of the Borough of Belfast, and of 
, wa ™ m to which it is divided is repealed; and in lieu thereof, it is enacted that the 
sec. 3. boundaries of the borough and wards should be as set forth in the Schedule to the Act ; 

and it is provided that all the powers and provisions of the Acts therein recited— that is 
insT+n a /° P r tbe regulation of Municipal Corporations in Ireland, 3 & 4 Yic., c. 

i ’ C ' 93, amendin g the same, and the aforesaid Acts of 1845, 

<3 k j a b ’ J ‘ L. . 18 °0,^hould extend and apply to the Borough of Belfast, as extended and 
ec. j. efined by this Act. . I his Act alters the scale of rating provided by the Act of 1845, and 
in lieu thereof substitutes a new scale — namely, a rate of Is. Qcl. in the pound upon all 
houses and tenements not exceeding the value of £20, and 3s. in the pound upon all 
bouses and tenements above the value of £20. 

We now proceed to state the acts done by the Corporation in pursuance of the powers 
thus vested m them, how far they have exercised these powers, and to report in detail upon 
the several matters referred to us. 

Y ith respect to the first matter referred to us for inquiry, viz. : — “ What moneys have 
oeen borrowed and expended by the Corporation under and by virtue of the several Acts 
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for the improvement of the Borough of Belfast or otherwise we beg most humbly to 
report to Your Majesty as follows: — 

After the passing of the Acts of 1845 and 1846 — namely, on the 14th day of August, Guthrie, 8, 
1846, the Corporation commenced borrowing under the said Acts ; and from that day to l 6 ; &c - 
the 31st day of December, 1857, they from time to time borrowed various large sums °f founts^of* 5 " 
money, and with part thereof repaid some of the moneys so previously borrowed by them, Cor. for the 
pursuant to the powers enabling them in that behalf: and that on the said 31st day of years 1854 
December, 1857, the following sums of money were due by them — that is to say, the andl857 > 
sum of £190,318 13s. 2d., which was secured by mortgages under said Acts ; the sum of 262, 
£46,00o 12s. 11 d., which had been borrowed by the Corporation upon certificates or See forms of 
acknowledgments, stating the amount of the sum borrowed and the rate of interest mortgage & 
payable thereon ; the sum of £2,482 16s. Qd., due by the Corporation for unpaid purchase- Certificates, 
money ; and the sum of £36,148 11s. Qd., due by the Corporation to their Treasurer for 
cash advanced by him upon the overdrawn cheques of the Town Council ; said several Kyland 
sums of £46,008 12s. 11 d., £2,482 16s. Qd., and £36,148 11s. 6d., making together the App. J?. 15. 
sum of £84,640 Os. lid ’ ° ° Case of Rev. 

We find that since the said 31st day of December, 1857, the Corporation has, out 
of the rates levied by them, paid off the sum of £5,000, part of the said sum of pp 
£190,318 13s. 2d., leaving the sum of £185,318 13s. 2d., due by them on foot of mort- 
gages under the Act, at the time of our holding the inquiry under your Majesty’s Com- Outline, 94. 
mission ; which sum we find has been borrowed under and by virtue of the several Acts 
for the improvement of the Borough of Belfast, and is now a charge on the rates and other 
corporate property of the said borough. 

We find that pursuant to a decretal order of the High Court of Chancery, made in the Guthrie, 88. 
cause of the Attorney-General against the Corporation of Belfast and others, hereinafter 
particularly mentioned, bearing date the 19th day of June, 1855, John Thompson, esq. 
the Treasurer of. the said Corporation, invested the sum of £12,739 7s. lOd. (being the 
amount of the sinking fund directed to be accumulated by the Acts of 1845 and 1846, 
then in his control as Treasurer), in the purchase of Government New 3 per cent. Stock’ 
and transferred the said stock to the credit of said cause. 

We further find that the said Corporation have invested the sum of £2,942, a por- Guthrie, 
tion of the rates appropriated to the extinction of the mortgage debt, in the purchase 100 > 101 • 
of Government New 3 per cent. Stock, in the names of the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Burgesses of Belfast. 

And we find that the Government Stock purchased with the said sums of £12,739 7s. 10 d., 
and £2,942, is now applicable to the reduction of the said sum of £185,318 13s. 2 cl. 

We find that the aforesaid sums of £46,008 12s.-l Id, £2,482 16s. 6d, and £36,148 11s. %d'., 
making together the sum of £84,640 0s. lid, having been borrowed in excess of the 
sum authorized to be charged on the rates at any one time by the Acts of 1845 and 1846, 
and not having been applied in repayment of the same, were borrowed by the said Cor- 
poration otherwise than under and by virtue of the said Acts; and that the same are not, 
nor is any part thereof, a charge on the rates and other corporate property of the Borough 
of Belfast under said Acts. 

. We further find that from the 1st day of September, 1846, at which time the Corpora- Guthrie, 
tion of Belfast, by their Town Council, first began to expend money under the aforesaid 53 > 55 > 78, 
Acts for the improvement of the Borough of Belfast, to the 31st day of December, 1854 App ' H - 
the total amount of the sums expended by the Corporation of Belfast, in the purchase of 
lands, houses, tenements, and hereditaments, in widening and improving old streets and 
making new streets, in purchasing old markets and erecting new markets, in sewerin ti- 
the streets of the borough, and in erecting other works of a nature similar to those 
authorized by said Acts, and in payment o'f the costs of obtaining said Acts, costs of 
inquisitions, arbitrations, and other costs of purchasing said lands and markets, was the 
sum of £273,172 7s. 6d : and we find that of this sum, the sum of £200,000, beino- 
the amount of the moneys authorized to be raised by the Acts of 1845 and’ 1846, was 
(except so far as relates to the manufacture of gas, contemplated by the Act of 1846) 
expended by the Corporation of Belfast in the manner directed, and for the purposes 
mentioned and set forth in the said Acts of 1845 and 1846 ; and that inasmuch as the 
sum of £73,172 7s. 6d, being the residue of said sum of £273,172 7s. 6d, was borrowed 
by the Corporation beyond the powers given by the Acts of 1845 and 1846, the same 
was not expended by the Corporation under or by virtue of said Acts ; but we find that it 
was expended by them in the purchase of lands, houses, tenements, and hereditaments, 
m widening and improving old streets and making new streets, in purchasing old markets 
and erecting new markets, in sewering the streets of the borough, and in erecting other 
works of a nature similar to those authorized by said Acts of 1845 and 1846. 

B 
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With respect to the second matter referred to us for inquiry, viz. : — “ Whether any and 
what sums so borrowed and expended. I, and not now properly chargeable on the rates and other 
corporate property, have been so borrowed and expended bond fide, and for the benefit of the 
borough ,” we humbly beg to report to Your Majesty as follows : — 

App.F.'3'&4. It was contended that the Corporation of •Belfast had not acted bond fide in the expen- 
diture of the- said sum of £273,172 7s. Qd. ; and that in respect of a very large portion of 
that sum, the borough of Belfast did not derive any benefit from the expenditure ; and 
it was sought to establish this allegation in the following manner : — 

Johns, 843- 1st, It was contended that the law costs incurred in obtaining the several Acts of 
M 6 ' Parliament, and in carrying out the improvements contemplated thereby, amounting to 
OTuuts262~ sum of £62,186 15s. ScL, were excessive and a wanton waste of money ; and that the 
263. ~ ’ -Town Council connived at John Bates, their solicitor, incurring the same. 

App. F. 3. We are,' however, of opinion that this allegation is wholly without foundation ; and 
Lepper, we find that, having regard to the law in force at the time the improvements were in 

1277. progress, whereby owners and occupiers of property sought to be taken compulsorily, 

LfuMClauses were authorized to require that their claims to compensation should be adjudicated on by 
Consolida- a jury, arbitrators, or magistrates, and having regard to the evidence laid before us, that 

tion Act, in the exercise of the compulsory powers of the said Acts, 733 persons claimed compen- 

sat i° n f° r property necessarily required and taken by the Corporation for the purposes of 
Appendix I the said, improvements ; of which number 225 required to have, and actually had, their 
Magee, 631.’ claims ascertained by the intervention of juries; twenty-six by ai-bitration ; fifty-two by 
Johns, 845. the adjudication of magistrates; 377 by the award of the committee of the Town Council, 
Printed ac- to whom the parties agreed to refer their claims for compensation; and fifty-three by 
2 g 3 ° s ’ A ~ 1 ’ private agreement ; and it appearing to us that a very large portion of said costs, 
amounting to over £19,000, were the costs awarded to such claimants, and that more than 
£8,000, other part thereof, were the costs of the Parliamentary agent, incurred in obtaining 
Johns, said Acts of Parliament ; and that the residue of said sum of £62,186 15s. 8 d., being the 
Magee, 747. j aw cos ts of the said John Bates, was rigidly and vigilantly taxed and ascertained ; — we 
are of opinion that the objection to the expenditure of money in payment of these costs 
was not sustained; and that inasmuch as it is provided by the Act of 1845 that these 
costs should be paid, the Town Council of the borough were not only warranted in paying 
the same, but bound to do so. 

2ndly, It was contended that the Corporation had improvidently expended money in 
the manner following, viz., that they had taken upon lease certain lands called May’s 
fields, south, containing forty-one and a-half acres, for a term of years, at the yearly rent of 
£801 (thus charging the rates with that rent), and subsequently had purchased up said 
rent ; and also that they had expended money in the erection of markets upon said lands, 
and in laying out new streets thereon, and in draining the same ; and that the taking of 
the said lease, and the purchase of the reserved rent, and the expenditure on the lands, 
was not beneficial to the Borough of Belfast. 

Appendix From the evidence before us it appeared that in the year 1848 the Town Council of 
K. 4, K. 5. Belfast considered that further market accommodation (in addition to the public markets 
established upon the lands of May’s fields, north, hereinafter mentioned) was necessary to 
supply the wants of the town ; and being of that opinion, they applied to the owners of 
the lands of May’s fields, south, which were next to and adjoined the lands of May’s fields, 
north, to sell them a portion of the same for such extended market accommodation. 
’413 e 2422 ^ further appeared that the lands of May’s fields, south, were situate along the banks of 

’ the river Lagan, and also abutted upon the Blackstaff river ; that a part of them was 
comparatively high ground and valuable for building purposes, but that a large portion 
thereof, that is to say. the portion which lay along the banks of the rivers Lagan and 
Blackstaff, was low ground and of very inferior quality, and required extensive drainage. 
It further appeared that the Improvement Committee of the Town Council, being of 
Coates, opinion that that portion of the lands of May’s fields, south, containing about eleven acres, 
4442, 4451. next adjoining the lands of May’s fields, north, and part of the best portion of May’s fields, 
south, would be suitable for the market accommodation required, proposed to the owners 
thereof to take the same ; but the said owners declined disposing of the portions so 
required, unless upon certain terms, which, as they appeared from the evidence before 
us, were in substance as follows : 

Appendix The owners divided the lands of May’s fields, south, into four lots, and offered' to let to 
the Corporation either the entire of said lands, or the lots No. 1 and 2, or the lots No. 1 
J3P and 4, at the option of the Council, at the rent of £17 10s. per acre, with a proportionate 
part of the head rent, payable to Lord Donegal. Lot No. 1 contained the entire of the 
low ground lying between the river Lagan and the Blackstaff river, and along the banks 
of both rivers ; and was, as before mentioned, the least improvable part of the lands. If 
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the Council took lots Nos. 1 and 2 (which contained about thirty-two acres), they would 
leave in the hands of the owners about nine acres of the lands ; and if the Council took 
lots Nos. 1 and 4 (containing about thirty-three acres), they would leave in the hands of 
the owners about eight acres of the lands ; and the lots so left with the owners were 
portions of the best part of the lands. The owners would not let any smaller portion of 
the lands than the thirty-two or thirty-three acres above mentioned, the greater part of 
which consisted of Lot No. 1 aforesaid. 

It further appeared in evidence, that- the portions of the lands so reserved by the owners 
would become very valuable, by reason of the erection of the markets by the Corporation 
on the adjoining lands. Under these circumstances the Corporation deemed it more 
beneficial for the borough to take a- lease of all May’s fields, south, containing forty-one 
and a-half acres, rather than to take a lease of the thirty-two or thirty-three acres thereof 
offered to them, which included all the inferior land, and excluded eight or nine acres of 
the most valuable portion of May’s fields, south. Accordingly, in the month of July, 

1 848, the Town Council contracted for and took a lease of the entire forty-one and a-half 
acres of May’s fields, south, for the term of 9,999 years, at said rent, which with the head 
rent, payable to Lord Donegal, amounted to the sum of £801 a-year. 

We are of opinion, that if the Corporation of Belfast could have obtained the land then Lepper, 
required by them, they should not have taken any larger quantity ; but under the circum- In- 
stances aforesaid, and considering that at the time the Corporation took said lease, they iQgcTigog 
had not exhausted their borrowing powers under the Acts of 1845 and 1846; and that it Thompson, ' 
appeared in evidence that additional land for market and other accommodation was 8719. 
required; and that it was difficult to procure land for that purpose elsewhere than in Coate s, 
May’s fields, south; and that that locality was a fit and proper one for the establishment jy u iia n 913. 
thereon of further market accommodation ; and also having regard to the value of said Carlyle, 951. 
lands as hereinafter mentioned, we are of opinion that the Corporation of Belfast exercised Mullan, 929. 
a wise discretion in taking the lease of the entire lands of May’s fields, south. And we ^1 say ’ 
are further of opinion that the moneys laid out upon the same by the Corporation, in the Thompson 
erection of markets thereon, and in draining and rendering the same fit for building, has 8713, 8719. 
been beneficial to the Borough of Belfast. And as to the purchase of the said rent of Smyth, 
£801, for the price or sum of £16,398 65. 8 d., we are of opinion that such purchase was ^? 3 J- 
judicious and highly beneficial to the Borough of Belfast. 1349/^ 

We are of opinion that the expenditure of said moneys in the purchase of the rent of Brassington, 
May’s fields, south, and in the erection of markets, and making other improvements 4813. 
thereon, was not an improvident expenditure of money by the Corporation of Belfast, but Ewart > 526 - 
that the same, for the reasons before and hereinafter mentioned, was expended for the 
benefit of the borough. 

3rdly, It was alleged that the Corporation of Belfast had misapplied the sum of £50,000, 
authorized to be borrowed by the Act of 1846 ; that they had expended this money 
upon street and other improvements, instead of erecting, or purchasing works for the 
manufacture of gas, for the use of the borough, which it was contended they were bound 
to do. 

We are of opinion that the expenditure of this sum of £50,000, upon street and other 
improvements, was not a misapplication of the. money, but that the purposes to which 
the same have been applied were contemplated by the Act of 1846 ; and we are further 
of opinion, for the reasons hereinafter mentioned, that the Corporation of Belfast exercised 
a wise and sound discretion in not purchasing existing gas works, or erecting new works 
for the manufacture of gas. 

Under the provisions of the Act of 1845, which was incorporated with the Act of 1846, 8ee. 258. 
the Corporation was empowered to contract for lighting the streets of the borough with 
gas, upon such terms as they should think proper. 

It appeared that at the time the Acts of 1845 and 1846 were passed, there existed in Lepper, 
the town of Belfast a Gas Company, formed under the 4 Geo. IY., c. 37, entitled, “ An Act jL 136 - 
for Lighting with Gas the Town of Belfast and the Suburbs thereof and about the time 
when the Town Council were first elected, this company lighted the streets of the town 1138, 1196, 
with gas, at the rate of £3 2s. 9 d. per lamp, and also supplied the inhabitants, for private 1287. 
use, at the rate of 10s. per 1,000 cubic feet of gas. 

After the passing of the Act of 1846, the Corporation being empowered to purchase Magee, 647. 
existing gas works, entered into negotiations with the Gas Company for the purchase of Lepper, 
their works and plant, and offered to purchase them at a valuation ; and to refer the j. 183, ^ 85, 
question of value to arbitration : but the Gas Company would not consent to the reference, 
except on the terms that the Corporation would agree to purchase the works and the K. 3’ K. 6*, 
plant at the price of a certain number of years of the average profits of the company, to K. 7, K. 8. 
be. ascertained by a. calculation of their profits for the last nine years: and that the only 
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question to be referred should 'be the amount of those profits, which the Corporation 
declined to accede to. 

?t e PP ei j> It further appeared in evidence that the Corporation having then in their possession a fit 
Lindsay ' P^ ace ^ or ^ ie erec ^? n °^. S as works, on May’s fields, south, advertised for plans, and took 
1478 - 83 . °ther steps towards their erection ; when an arrangement was entered into between the 
Appendix L. Corporation and the Gas Company, which was deemed highly beneficial to the public and 
pepper, private interests of the borough, viz., that the Gas Company should supply gas for the-public 

114s’ 1163’ ^°hts at £2 5s. per lamp, and also supply to the inhabitants gas at a rate not exceeding 5s. 
1211 . ’ P er IjOOu cubic feet, subject to certain discounts. This arrangement was afterwards carried 

Magee, 758. out by a written contract with the company, and a large saving was efl’ected for the public, 
which for the year 1855 amounted to the sum of £985; and the price of gas to private 
consumers has since been reduced to 4s. 8 cl. per 1,000 cubic feet. 

15 Vic., C. 15 We further find that by an Act of Parliament, 15 Vic.., c. 15 (local and personal), the 
personal,) ^ as . Company was re-constituted ; and the Town Council were empowered thereby 

ss. 4, 41, 42, 1° examine the quality of the gas ; and the company were bound to supply the public 
44. and private lights when required ; and if at any time after the termination of the contract 

then existing between the Corporation and the company, any difference should arise as to 
the supply ot gas, the same should be settled as is therein provided ; and provisions were 
made for the sale or leasing of the gas works by the company to the Town Council of 
the borough. 

Barnett, . Under these circumstances we are of opinion, that the Corporation of Belfast, in enter- 

9585. ing into the aforesaid arrangement with the Belfast Gas Company, acted not only bond fide 

and for the benefit of the borough, but conferred on the inhabitants of the borough more 
advantages than if they had erected works at considerable expense, and entered into com- 
petition with a rival establishment in a matter of trade; while at the same time they were 
enabled to apply to the other purposes contemplated by the Improvement Acts, the moneys 
authorized to be borrowed thereunder. 

Jacksmi, . 4thly, It was contended that the Corporation of Belfast were reckless and extravagant 

Charters, 111 ^ ie execu ^ on °f their works, and in carrying out the improvements undertaken 

3929. ’ by them ; and that to a la,rge amount in this respect the borough of Belfast did not derive 

any benefit. . But no specific instances of waste or misapplication of moneys, beyond the 
matters hereinbefore stated, were submitted to our consideration ; and we are of opinion 
that this charge against the Corporation of Belfast has not been sustained. 

In reporting to your Majesty our opinion, that the entire of the said sum of £273,172 
Is. 6d. was expended by the Corporation of Belfast bond fide , and for the benefit of the 
borough, we think it right to lay before your Majesty the grounds upon which we form this 
opinion ; and in so doing it will be necessary for us to set forth, as it appeared in evidence, 
what was the state of the Borough of Belfast previous to the time when the Corporation 
commenced the improvements contemplated and provided for by the Acts of 1845 and 
1846, what the then existing wants of the town were, and how the same have been pro- 
vided for by the Corporation. 

Mullan, 875. hirst, with respect to the markets of the borough. When the Act of 1845 came into 
1 ausscn, operation, and long previous thereto, the markets of the borough were private property ; 

they were limited in space, and situated in different parts of the town, and the approaches 
Gaussen, to them were inconveniently narrow. The accommodation afforded by all of them was 
wholly inadequate to the wants of the town, and to the sale of the produce of the surround- 
F. Rea, mg districts. Pigs, grain, hay, straw, and other agricultural produce were sold in large 

5916, 5948. quantities in the public streets and thoroughfares of the borough, not only for the pur- 
pose of avoiding the tolls which would be payable on the sale of these articles within 
the precincts of the markets, but also because in fact there was not sufficient room or 
10 & 11 s P ace ^em in the existing markets. The sale of these commodities in the public 
Vic., c. 254, s | ree ^ s became, and was a great nuisance, obstructing the passages and general traffic of 
s. 29. ’ the town ; and as it appears, subsequently required the intervention of the Legislature to 

remove it. 

It appeared that an extension of market accommodation was required ; but before the 
8 & 9 Vic., Corporation could establish any new markets, they were bound by Statute to purchase up 
e' 28o’ ^ le r %hts of the owners of all the existing private markets ; and accordingly the Corpora- 

8 ‘ • tion, for the purpose of obtaining the required market accommodation, and to enable them 

to abate the nuisance caused by the sales in the public streets, first bought up the existing 
private markets, and then purchased the ground called May’s fields, north, hereinbefore 
mentioned, which was situate near the contemplated new streets and improvements, and 
was contiguous to the Queen’s bridge, which connected the town with the county of Down, 
and was deemed by the Corporation the most advantageous locality for the sites of new 
public markets. Upon this plot of ground they erected the following markets, viz. : — 
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George’s Market, the Pork Market, the Vegetable Market, and the Horse Fair Green ; and See Map, 
upon a portion of the lands of May’s fields, south, so obtained by them in the manner No - 2 - 
hereinbefore mentioned, they erected other markets, namely, the wholesale Flax and Fruit Hastings, r 
Market, the retail Fruit Market, and the Cattle Market, leaving ample space of ground for 267. 
the erection of gas works and slaughter houses. There was some difference of opinion 
amongst the witnesses as to the eligibility of the site thus chosen by the Corporation for 
the public markets of the borough. But we are of opinion that the great weight of the See State- 
evidence was in favour of the locality so chosen, as being not only the most convenient to ™ 1 ™ t n ° t ^ n Mr ' 
the agricultural districts sending produce into the town, but also affording such ample App ‘ M ’ 
accommodation as could not be obtained in any other locality with equal advantages to Gaussen, 
the borough; which advantages of locality will be increased should the Lagan bridge be 1030,1052. 
thrown open to the public free of toll, as was contemplated by the Act of 1847, and Carlyle, 
hereinafter referred to. And we are of opinion that the benefits resulting to the Borough 
of Belfast by the establishment of the markets in May’s fields, north and south, have been 
very considerable, and, as hereinafter mentioned, tend greatly to the ultimate lowering of 
taxation, and to the payment of the debt charged upon the rates as aforesaid. 

We find that the Corporation of Belfast have expended in the purchase of the 
rights of the owners of private markets, and in the acquisition of the lands upon which 
the present new public markets stand, and in the erection of the necessary market accom- 
modation thereon, a sum of about £101,000, being a portion of the said sum of F. Rea, 
£273,172 7s. Qd . ; and that the return of this outlay to the Corporation in the shape of A PP- N - 
tolls and rents of sheds, for all the markets in the borough, has been steadily increasing 
from year to year; and that for the year 1848, being the first year after such purchase of 
the private markets and establishment of the new public markets as aforesaid, the gross Spratt, 342. 
annual income accruing from the tolls and rents of the sheds was £4,354 19s. od., and the 
nett income (after payment of the expenses of the same), was £2,374 11s. Id. : and that^ 
in each succeeding year the gross and nett income continued steadily to increase; and for 
the year 1857, the gross income was £9,377 9s. lid, and the nett income £5,221 3s. 8 d., 
notwithstanding that during said pei’iods the tolls levied by the Corporation for hay and 
straw and on the weighing of pork, were reduced in amount from those formerly levied 
by the owners of the private markets, and it does not appear that any increase was made 
in the amount of the tolls levied upon other articles. 

We further find, having regard to the evidence of the aforesaid steady and progressive 
increase of the nett income derivable from the tolls and rents of sheds, that there has been 
and is realized therefrom, a substantial and increasing income, amounting at present to 
over £5,000 per annum, applicable, pursuant to the Acts for the improvement of the 
Borough of Belfast, to the payment of the interest of the moneys borrowed under same, 
independently and in addition to the other available property of the Corporation herein- 
after mentioned. And we find that trade, commerce, and manufactures have been 
materially promoted by the purchase of the market rights of the private owners, and by 
the establishment of said public markets, and by the abatement of the nuisance arising 
from the sale of marketable commodities in the public streets. 

Secondly, with respect to the streets of the borough. Previous to the year 1842, the 
county of Down was connected with the town of Belfast by a bridge, which, owing to its 
decayed state was removed, and a new one, called the Queen’s bridge, was built in its stead, 
at the joint expense of the counties of Down and Antrim. Cotemporaneous with this im- 
provement, the Police Commissioners of the town of Belfast, at the instance of the Board Lepper, 
of AVorks, contemplated the widening of Anne-street, which was the leading thoroughfare 1073, 1127, 
from this bridge to the town of Belfast ; and about the same time the Harbour Com- 
missioners of Belfast, for the purpose of affording accommodation to merchant steamers 
and other trading vessels, contemplated the formation of a quay for the exclusive use 
of the numerous vessels supplying the town and factories with coals. 

This quay was situate on the county Down side of the river Lagan, and the direct See Map, 
communication from it to the town was over the Queen’s bridge. The only available No - 3 - 
approaches to the Queen’s bridge from the town of Belfast, and through which such Ewart, 570. 
supply of coals to the public and to the factories should pass, were Anne-street, 606 > 
before mentioned, and the Custom House-quay, which were deemed wholly inadequate Ma ' No j 
and insufficient for the public accommodation. It appeared, that in order to give ap ’ °‘ 
to the inhabitants the full benefit of the improvements made by the Harbour Com- Julian, 905, 
missioners, and to cany out those contemplated by the Police Commissioners, the Town 
Council deemed it expedient to take down one side of Anne-street, and to open the new 
streets, now- called "Victoria-street and Corporation-street, so as to afford a direct and See Map, 
convenient communication between the north and south sides of the town, and from each No - 2> 
to the Queen’s bridge ; and we are of opinion, that the carrying out of these improvements 
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has. effected the objects, contemplated. The great weight of the evidence was, that this 
improvement was necessary to keep pace with the increasing population, commerce and 
manufacture of the town . 

F. Rea, 5956, It appeared in evidence that the population of the borough had, for many years, been 
Appendix 0 ra P idl - y ’ aTld stiU was increasing; that in 1831, it was 58,905 ; in 1841, it was 76,132; in 
-was 101,145 ; and that at present it is about 145,000; and that its commerce 
900. ’ ’ and manufactures had progressed proportionably. 

It further appeared, that the site of the improvements in the neighbourhood of Victoria- 
street and Corporation-street, and upon which the residtie of said sum of £273,172 7 s. 6d. 
was expended, was — to use the language of one of the -witnesses, in which all concurred— 
Malian, 908. In part a large open dock, called May’s Dock, a nuisance of no ordinary magnitude a 
Magee, 638. receptacle of all sorts: of filth ; in another part, ground occupied by small houses, many of 
Lepper, which had no yard accommodation. The nuisance was thrown out into the street in 

See Maps, so ™ e .°f the courts. There is not now a parallel to the streets removed in the most 
Nos. 1 & 2 . objectionable part of Belfast: an open dock at the foot of Warring-street; another at 
Corporation-square,, since built up to remove a great nuisance.” Under these circum- 
stances, the Corporation purchased the several houses and yards referred to, and opened 
thereon the wide and convenient streets before mentioned, and let the frontages for the 
erection, of the commodious and ornamental buildings which have been since erected 
thereon; and we are of opinion, that in opening these streets, and clearing that over- 
crowded locality, and opening the town to the river, not only its sanitary condition has 
Ewart, 567. been greatly improved, but, to use the language of another witness, the character of the 
See App. P. town has been raised, and a great benefit has arisen from the expenditure thereon, which 
L has contributed, to the increase* of the value of other properties in the town. And it 

further appears to us, that the sewerage, of the town has been much improved, though in 
that respect much remains to be done. 

| P £a 5928 ? has been satisfactoril y proved to us, First, that the Corporation derive from the tolls 

AppendixN and rents payable in respect of markets and sheds a large annual income, and that such 
income amounted in the year 1857 to the nett sum of £5,221 3s. 8 d . ; and that judging 
from the steady progressive increase of said income during the ten years previous thereto^ 
it may now be fairly estimated as a realized income of £5,000 per annum at the least. 
Secondly, it appeared that the Corporation were entitled to certain ground or chief rents', 
in respect of building ground demised by them, which amount in the whole to the annual 
sum of £548 2s. 6d. Thirdly, that the Corporation are the owners of ground available for 
building and other purposes, situate in various streets, and on May’s fields, south. As to 
the value of the two latter, some of the witnesses who deposed thereto were individuals not 
professionally engaged in the valuation of land; and in coming to the conclusion which we 

, ' iave arrived at, we think it right to state, that we are principally governed and influenced 

Brassington, by. the evidence of those Avhose professional experience entitle us to place reliance on their 
ylun &C ‘ °P inions > and although in some respects these professional valuators have differed from 
5000 S ’ eacb , otlier > 7 et we are opinion that an approximate value of the entire property can 
See App. P. k e fairly arrived at. Looking to the respective valuations of Messrs. Hastings, Brooke, 
Mullan, 932, Brassington, and Young, and to the evidence given by non-professional witnesses, we are 
934 of opinion that, the value of all the corporate property, exclusive of the income derived 
1390 Say ’ from the tolls aud market rents aforesaid, may be fairly estimated at £70,000. 

Gaffiken, As to tlle next subject of inquiry referred to us, namely, “ Whether the same , (that is 
9353, 9389.' to say, the sum or sums of money borrowed and expended'by the Corporation of Belfast, 
8720^721 a 7 ntl n j ,t no 7 w P ro P erl y chargeable on the rates and other corporate property), or any part 
Lindsay," ‘ theno J ou ght to he charged upon the rates and other corporate property, or upon any and what 
1354. P art °J such rates and property ,” we humbly beg to report to Your Majesty as follows 
Carlyle, 957. It was contended on behalf of certain rate-payers, having rateable property situate in 
1905 .°* a at P, art of tlie B°. r °ugh of Belfast which has been added to the former borough by the 
Act of 1853, (hereinafter called, for the sake of brevity, the extended borough), that a 
large portion of the said sum of £273,172 7s. 6 d., so borrowed and expended by 
the Corporation of Belfast, and particularly that portion of said sum amounting to 
£84,640 0s. lid., not now properly chargeable on the rates and other corporate pro- 
perty, had been expended prior to the passing of the said Act of 1853, and that the 
extended borough did not derive any, or if any, only a very small benefit from the 
expenditure of said sum of £273,172 7s. 6d. ; and that the extended borough ought not 
to be required to contribute to the payment of said sum, or, if to any, only to a small 
proportion thereof. 

But we are of opinion, that the entire of said sum of £273,172 7s. 6 d. ought to be 
3548 3557 C J ar f? d . u P on . the rates and other P ro perty of the entire borough, and that no distinction 
should, in this respect, be made between the rateable property situate within the old 
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Borough of Belfast and that situate within the extended borough ; for we find, that by Charters, 
the Act of 1853, the then existing legal debt of the Corporation of Belfast became charged 
upon the rates leviable upon the extended borough ; and that before the passing of j ac kg on> 
said Act, the inhabitants and rate-payers of the extended borough were aware, not only 3945, 3949, 
■from the accounts of the Corporation, which the Town Council, in compliance with the 3953 . 

Act of 1845, annually printed and circulated among the rate-payers and inhabitants of 
Belfast, but also from the investigation held by Captain Gilbert previous to the passing of Coates 
said Act, that the Corporation had before the 11th of February, 1853, (being the date of 4447, 4576. 
Captain Gilbert’s Report), expended the sum of £149,244 in town improvements, and the See App. F. 
sum of £95,999 on markets, said sums making together the sum of £245,243 ; and we are 8 ‘ 
unable to make any distinction in principle between the legal debt of the Corporation, 
which by the Act of 1853, has become a charge on the rates of the borough, and the said ^ eportj p 4 
sum of £84,640 Os. lid. • both said sums having been,, in our opinion, expended fono/ufo, 
judiciously, and with a due regard to the benefit of the entire borough ; and the said 
extended borough having, in our opinion, derived considerable benefit from its incorpora- Brassrogton, 
tion with the old borough, and from the expenditure of the moneys, both legally and file- 
gaily borrowed by the Corporation. 

Having thus recommended that the said sum of £84,640 Os. lid., the amount of 
moneys not now legally chargeable upon the rates and corporate property, should be 
made a charge upon the same, and having set forth the expenditure made by the Corpora- 
tion, the advantages conferred upon the borough, and the value and amount of property 
created by such expenditure, and now applicable to the payment of the debt created, we 
think it right to set forth a debit and credit account of the sums of money actually bor- 
rowed by the Corporation both under the said Acts and otherwise than under the same, 
to what extent the same has been reduced by payment, what moneys now actually exist 
in the funds applicable for the payment of the same, and the value of the property also 
applicable (if realized) to the payment of the same, and after the application of such 
funds in payment of such moneys so borrowed what sum would remain a charge upon the 
rates of the said borough, which account is as follows : 


Dr. 

( Legally charged .) 

Money due on mortgage, 
Less paid in 1 80 S, 

(Not legally charged.) 

Money due on certificates, . 

Money due to Messrs. Ky- 
land and Moore for unpaid 
purchase money, . 

Money due to Treasurer for 
cash advances, 


£ s. d. £ s. a 

190,318 13 2 
5,000 0 0 

185,318 13 . 

46,008 12 11 

2,482 16 6 
36,148 11 6 

84,640 0 1 

269,958 14 


Cr. 

Money invested in stock in 
Chancery, 

Money invested in name of 
Corporation, 

Value of the tolls and rents 
of markets, £5,000 per an- 
num, at 20 years’ purchase, 

Value of ground rents, lands, 
&c. of Corporation, as esti- 
mated, 


Balance, 


12,739 

2,942 


100,000 0 0 


Printed Ac- 
counts of Cor- 
poration, 1854, 
1857. 

Appendix P.15, 


70,000 0 0 


185,681 7 10 
84,277 6 3 

269,958 14 


Cr. 

Guthrie, 88, 
100 , 101 . 
Spratt, .342. 
P. Rea, 5928. 
Appendix N. 

1 Ante, 14. 


From this account, which is based upon the evidence adduced before us, it would 
appear that a sum of about £84,277 would remain, and be the only charge upon the 
rates of the borough of Belfast, and for which sum of £84,277 all the advantages of 
street improvement and market accommodation before mentioned are now available to the 
inhabitants of said borough. 

With respect to the next subject of inquiry referred to us, namely, “ Whether it would 
he jit and proper , and for the benefit of the said borough , that any, and what matters now in 
litigation in relation therereto , should be adjusted and arranged upon any and what terms,” 
we humbly beg to report to your Majesty as follows : — 

We find that the matters in litigation in relation to the Borough of Belfast at the date 
of Your Majesty’s Commission were as follows: — 

1st. An information by the Attorney-General for Ireland, at the relation of John Rea, 
solicitor, against the Corporation of Belfast, John Potts, and several other persons, who 
then were or had been members of the Town Council of the borough, and are herein- 
before called the special respondents. 

2nd. A supplemental information by the Attorney-General for Ireland, at the suit of 
the said John Rea, against the Corporation of Belfast, and certain other persons therein 
named, hereinafter called the new special respondents. 

3rd. An action at law by summons and plaint, wherein William Pirrie and John Mullin 
Pirrie, executors of William Pirrie, deceased, are plaintiffs, and the Corporation of Belfast, 
defendants. 

As to the said supplemental information, we were informed in the pi’Ogress of our J. Rea, 
inquiry by Mr. John Rea, the relator therein, that it had, upon his motion, been dismissed 10887 • 
as against all the new special respondents named therein, save Mr. John Kennedy. 
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As to said action at law, we are of opinion, that inasmuch as it has been commenced to 
recover from the Corporation of Belfast a portion of said sum of £46,008 1 2s. lid. 
advanced and lent to the Corporation upon certificate as aforesaid, the litigation in relation 
thereto should be adjusted and arranged upon the following terms, that is to say —that 
the proceedings in said action should be stayed, and that the costs of the plaintiffs, when 
taxed, should be paid by the special respondents named in the aforesaid original informa- 
tion ; such costs to be taxed between party and party ; and that the principal moneys and 
interest for the recovery of which said action was commenced, should, together with the 
residue of the said sum of £46,008 125. 1 Id. be charged upon the rates and other corporate 
property of the borough as hereinafter mentioned. 

Mullan, And as to the said original and supplemental informations, we are of opinion that the 
Tracy 4382. ,1 l at ^ rs i m litigation therein should be adjusted and arranged. The concurrent testimony 
Mullan, of aP the witnesses upon the subject was, that the continuance of the pending litigation 
2650, 2653. would be most injurious to the interests of the borough. It was in evidence that the 
Lindsay, existence of this litigation had shaken the confidence of the mercantile communities of 
Tracy, R.M., London ’ Liverpool, and elsewhere, in the credit and stability of the merchants of Belfast 
4394, 4398.’ generally ; that it had checked commercial enterprise ; that it had interrupted social 
Coates, 4554. intercourse, and had engendered bad feelings between persons in all ranks of life ; that it 
EdIar D 7465 had embittered Previously existing disputes ; and that it had deterred gentlemen ’of cha- 
Dickie’, ’ racter > intelligence, and station from taking any part in the management of public business. 
7564. ’ As to the terms upon which such litigation should be adjusted and arranged there was 

ltev. T. Mul- a considerable diversity of opinion ; many of the rate-payers conceiving that a concession 
Km 7 7 m munici P al advantages to a particular section of rate-payers (which concession was asked 
Coey, 8100. or in order effect an alteration in the constitution of the Town Council) should be 
Thompson, ' mad e a condition precedent to any settlement of the litigation or to charging the rates 
8651 8734. with any sum exceeding the moneys legally borrowed, notwithstanding the town had 
Co e oke 9892 . derived benefit therefrom ; but we think your Majesty’s Commission did not authorize us 
Right ’ltev?' entertain such matters ; and, though we could not prevent witnesses expressing their 
Dr? Dcnvir, opinion on this subject, when giving testimony as to the terms on which the litigation 

1 079/L.fi Sh ? ul , d be ad J usted, we consider that a compliance with the terms thus required would not 

* b. only be impracticable, but that such conditions would be inconsistent with the constitu 
rate'mvm-? tl0nal ”S hts of the rate-payers of the borough. Some of the witnesses would impose, as 
Appendix ' pai ' fc of the terms of any adjustment, that Mr. John Ilea, the relator, should receive, over 
F. 3. a pd above the costs of the proceedings, the sum of £5,000 as a remuneration for the ser- 
Coates, 43 65, vices which, in their opinion, he had rendered to the borough in being instrumental to the 
4590. filing and prosecuting the original information ; and that the same should be paid by the 
special respondents in the original information. AVe, however, are of opinion, that it 
would be unreasonable and unjust to compel the respondents to pay any sum of monev 

be.vnnd the liOToinoftm. _i_i i . . J ,, . . y 
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beyond the costs hereinafter-mentioned ; and we think that it would be equally unjust to 
charge the rates of the borough with any money for such purpose. 

We,, therefore, considering that the question referred to us is upon what pecuniary terms 
the existing litigation should be arranged and adjusted, are of opinion — in which we are 
Kirk, 10541. supported by the weight of evidence, that the litigation should be adjusted and arranged 
105 U VS ’ '! p0n , , tbe flowing terms, namely— that the borrowing of said sum of £84,640 0s. 11 d. 

Roddy, should be legalized, and that the said sum, and the interest due and to accrue due thereon 
10618 . should be made a charge upon the rates and other property of the borough ; but, never! 
Right Rev. theless, puisne to and next in priority after the moneys borrowed by the Corporation under 
l 07 ii enV11 ’ t by virtue of tbe P owers given them for that purpose by the Acts of 1845 and 1846 
J. Keegan, and now. secured by mortgage ; and that the proceedings in the original and supplemental 
informations should be stayed ; and that the special respondents named in the orininal 
information should jointly and severally be made liable to, and should pay, the taxed costs 
of the Attorney-General in the original information, which costs should be taxed upon the 
same principle as costs ordered by the Court of Chancery to be paid to a trustee out of a 
ti ust fund, are taxed and ascertained ; and that the special respondents named in the 
original information should also jointly and severally be made liable to and should pay to 
the Corporation of Belfast the costs of the Corporation in the original and supplemental 
Andrews, informations, such costs to be taxed upon the same principle as aforesaid ; and that the 
Right Rev Spe(d i d respondents should bear their own costs. 

Dr! Denvir, With r ® s P ect to tbe nex t subject of inquiry referred to us, namely, “ To inquire into the 
10720. nature and extent of the rates levied upon property in the said borough by the Corporation of 
Belfast , or any board or body corporate having jurisdiction within the said borough ; and 
whether it would be desirable to male provision in any and what manner for the consolidation 
with the Corporation , or with each other of any such boards or bodies corporate; or for a sinqle 
and uniform collection of any such rates; and whether , in the event of any such consolidation ' 
any and what provision should be made with respect to the present assets and liabilities of the 
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boards or bodies to be consolidated , and with respect to the extent and limits of their several 
jurisdictions; and whether , with reference to the purposes aforesaid , or any of them, and having 
regard, to any prospective system of valuation in Ireland , any and what alteration should be 
made in the scale or scales of taxation within the borough ,” we humbly beg to report to Your 
Majesty as follows : — 

We find that the following rates and taxes are levied upon property within the said 
borough, that is to say — 

1st. A borough rate levied under the authority of the Act for the Regulation of Muni- 
cipal Corporations in Ireland, 3 & 4 Vic., c. 108, amended by 3 & 4 Vic., c. 109. 

2nd. A police rate levied under the authority of the Belfast Improvement Act, 1845 8 & 9 Vic. 
as amended by the Belfast Borough Extension Act, 1853. ’ c. 276 . 

3rd. A baths and wagh-houses rate levied under the authority of an Act 9 & 10 Vic. 
c. 87, for Providing for the Voluntary Establishment in certain Cities and Towns in Ireland 
of Public Baths and Wash-houses. 

4th. A water rate levied under the authority of an Act 3 & 4 Vic., c. 79 (local and 
personal), entitled “ an Act for the Better Supplying with Water the Town and Borough 
of Belfast.” 

Ihe extent of the said rates, as respects the area over which the same are leviable, is as 
follows : — 

1st. The borough rate is levied off all tenements situate within the Municipal Borough 
of Belfast for the time being. 

2nd. The police rate is levied off all tenements within those districts of the borough 8 & 9 Vic., 
from time to time declared by the Town Council to be the districts to be lighted and e. 142,8.276. 
watched by the Council. ° See Map, 

3rd. The baths and wash-houses rate is levied with and as part of the borough rate, off N °‘ 4 ’ 
all tenements within the municipal borough. 

4th. The water rate is levied off all dwelling-houses within the boundary, set out and 3 & 4 Vic., 
defined in Schedule B to the 3 & 4 Vic., c. 79 (local and personal), and the precincts c - 79 > sec - 7 > 
thereof, as set forth in same Schedule (which boundary does not coincide with the muni- o°‘ M 
cipal boundaries of either the old or the present borough), such dwelling-houses being so bee Map ’ 5 ' 
situate that they may receive the benefit of the water, and opposite to which, or in the 
street in which same respectively are situate, a service-pipe shall have been laid ; and also 
off all buildings, not being dwelling-houses, provided there shall be constructed in the Sec. 91 
street in which such building is situate, plugs or pipes, to be supplied with water for the 
extinguishment of fires ; but no dwelling-house or building beyond the general boundary, Sec 93 . 
as set foi’th in Schedule B to said Act, though within the precincts set forth in the same, 
should, unless same be situate in a street containing, at least, twelve houses, or be actually 
supplied with water from the works of the Water Commissioners, be’ assessed with 
water rate. 

The extent of said rates as respects the amounts leviable, is as follows : — 

1st. As to the borough rate. The amount leviable is the amount of the su ms of money 
which are from time to time required to defray the costs and expenses of carrying into 
execution within the borough, the powers and provisions of the Municipal Corporation 
Act, not exceeding in any one year 3d. in the pound upon the Poor Law Valuation of all 
tenements within the borough. 

2nd. As to the police rate. The amount leviable is the amount of the sums of money 8 & 9 Vic., 
which are from time to time required by the Town Council of the borough, for the pur- c. 142, s. 348. 
pose of defraying the costs and expenses of carrying into execution the powers and provi- 
sions of the several acts for the improvement of the Borough of Belfast, not exceeding in 
any one year the sums following, that is to say : the sum of Is. 6d. in the pound upon 
all tenements, the annual value of which .does not exceed £20; and the sum of. 3s. in the 
pound upon all tenements above the annual value of £20. The valuation upon which 
this rate is made, is a special valuation made by the officers of the Corporation, and does F. Rea, 
not correspond in amount with the Poor Law Valuation of the same tenements. 1 12642. 

3rd. As to the baths and wash-houses rate. This rate is imposed with, and as part of 
the borough rate, and is not to exceed in any one year the sum of 3d. in the pound upon 
the Poor Law Valuation. 

4th. As to the water rate. The amount leviable is the amount of the sums of money 3 & 4 Vic., 
which from time to time are required by the Belfast Water Commissioners, for the purpose c - 79 > s - 85. 
of defraying the costs and expenses of carrying into execution the powers and provisions 
of the said Act, 3 & 4 Vic. c. 79 (local and personal), and for the payment of the annual 
sum of £800 to the President and assistants of the Belfast Charitable Society; not exceed- Sec. 95. 
ing in any one year the sums following, that is to say: the sum of 3d. in the pound upon 
all dwelling-houses of the annual value of £5, and not amounting to £10; Is. in the 
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pound upon all dwelling-houses of the annual value of £10, and not exceeding £20 ; and 
Is. Ad. in the pound upon all dwelling-houses of the annual value of £20 and upwards; 
and 2d in the pound upon all buildings not being dwelling-houses. 

Oulton The valuation upon which this rate is made, is a special valuation made by the officers 

11085.’ of the Belfast Water Commissioners, and does not correspond in amount with the Poor 
Law Valuation, or the valuation made for the purposes of the police rate of the same 
premises. 

Case of the We find that the only Board or Bodies Corporate having jurisdiction exclusively within 
Corporation, t ] ie Borough of Belfast to levy rates or taxes on property in said borough, are, 1st. The 
Corporation of Belfast, and 2nd. The Belfast Water Commissioners, in manner and to the 
extent aforesaid ; but we further find that the Poor Law Guardians of the union in which 
.the said borough is situate, and the Grand Juries of the counties of Antrim and Down 
respectively 'levy rates, not only upon property within said borough, but also outside of 
it, by virtue of the several Acts of Parliament enabling them thereto. But as we were 
of opinion that the rates levied by said Grand Juries respectively, were not a subject of 
inquiry under our Commission, we did not require, any evidence in regard thereto to be 
given, nor was any such evidence tendered to us. 

The Belfast Water Commissioners are a Body Corporate, incorporated by the 3 & 4 Vic., 
c. 79 (local and personal), and are thereby empowered to levy the rates before mentioned, 
and to borrow a sum not exceeding £66,000 on the security of the same; of which they 
have raised the sum of £52,316 175. Id. 

It appeared in evidence that the Belfast Water Commissioners had not purchased 
several of the waters and rivers which they were authorized to take, and that their unex- 
hausted borrowing powers did not enable them to raise money sufficient for the purpose of 
so doin°- ; that the supply of water to the town of Belfast was at present deficient for 
, private, sanitary, and manufacturing purposes, and that the evil in this respect was aug- 
menting from year to year with the increase of the population, and the extension of 
manufactures and commerce. 

We are of opinion that it is desirable that the duty of supplying the town with water, 
and the exercise of the powers necessary for that purpose, should be imposed on, and 
intrusted to the Corporation of Belfast. The present Commissioners have, in our opinion, 
properly and faithfully discharged their duties; but, from the limited borrowing powers 
conferred on them by the said Act, they were and are unable to give that supply of water 
to the Borough of Belfast which was and is requisite. We think that the extension of 
the borough by the Act of 1853, the rapid increase of the population, the numerous 
factories erected since the passing of the Water Commissioners’ Act, require new legisla- 
tion to supply the wants of the present borough ; and it will be necessary, in our opinion, 
in order to give a sufficient supply of water, that ample powers should be given to what- 
ever body may be authoi’ized and empowered to supply Belfast with water. 

We are therefore of opinion that it is desirable that the Belfast Water Commissioners 
should be consolidated with the Corporation of Belfast; and that in the event of such con- 
solidation taking place, the following provisions should be made with respect to the assets 
and liabilities of the Belfast Water Commissioners, that is to say: that the assets and 
property of the Commissioners should be transferred to, and vested in, the Corporation, 
subject to the present debts and liabilities of the Commissioners; that a separate account 
should be kept by the Corporation of all property, moneys, and assets, received by them 
from the Water Commissioners, or by virtue of any power of rating for water purposes; 
that such property and assets should be applied exclusively in payment of the present 
debts and liabilities of the Water Commissioners, and in executing and maintaining the 
works necessary to supply the town with water, in the same order of priority and manner 
in which same are now applied by the Water Commissioners. 

W e are of opinion that the Corporation of the Belfast Water Commissioners should be 
abolished, and that the jurisdiction of the Corporation of Belfast to supply water and levy 
rates for the same, should be made co-extensive with the lighted and watched districts of 
J. Gunning- the borough ; . and that as those portions of the borough, called the extended borough r 
126 CCp 655 ’ uttder the Act of 1.853, became lighted and watched, and liable to taxation, so should it 
1266L be the duty of the Corporation to extend pipes for supplying water thereto : and that the 
scale of rating provided for by the 3 & 4 Vic., c. 7 9, should be repealed; and in lieu thereof, 
that the Corporation should be empowered to levy rates upon all houses and tenements 
of the value of £5 and upwards, in the lighted and watched districts, adequate for the 
payment of the annuity of £800, to the Charitable Society, the interest of the debt, the 
maintenance of a sinking fund, and executing and maintaining works necessary to supply 
the town with water; and that such rates should be levied according to an uniform pound- 
age scale of rating. 
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We are of opinion that there should be a single and uniform collection of all the rates M'Geagh, 
in said borough, so that the police rate, wash-houses rate, poor rate, and water rate, and l 1373 ' 
any other rates to be levied by the Corporation of Belfast, should for the purpose of ^432 ’ 
collection, be consolidated together, and collected in a manner similar to that in which Lindsay, 
the consolidated rates are collected in the city of Dublin, under and by virtue of theH881. 

12 & 13 Vic., c. 91, which has been practically found useful and economical, and is cal- 
culated to remove impressions alleged to exist in Belfast, that some rates had designedly 
not been collected, in order to effect a political object. 

And having regard to the prospective system of valuation in Ireland under the 15 & 16 
Vic., c. 63 (commonly called Griffith’s Valuation), which will be a reduced valuation as 
compared with any now existing for borough purposes, we are of opinion that an alteration 
should be made in the scale of taxation within the borough. There was a diversity of 
opinion as to whether an uniform poundage rating or one upon a differential scale would 
best suit the state of the borough ; but, upon mature consideration, we are of opinion, that Lindsay, 
(with the exception of the water rate) a differential scale, similar to that in the Act of 11880 - 
1853, should be adopted and acted on for raising one general rate in the borough : and, 
considering the amount of the moneys required to be raised by taxation for the payment g. Cunning- 
of the interest on the debt, and for the other necessary purposes of the' borough, we think ham, 12680, 
that the scale of rating should be as follows— a maximum rate, not exceeding 2,?. in .the & c - 
pound in any one year, upon houses and tenements of the value of £20 and under; and 
a maximum rate, not exceeding 4s. in the pound in any one year, upon houses and tefie- Appendix R. 
ments above the value of £20. 

With respect to the remaining subject of inquiry referred to us, viz., “ Whether any 
power , at any time heretofore vested in the said hoard or bodies corporate , or any of them, for 
carrying into effect any and what purposes authorized by Parliament, should be revived or 
renewed ; or any and what changes should be made in the powers of such boards or bodies 
corporate; and whether, with reference to the purposes aforesaid, or any of them, any and what 
additional powers of borrowing money would be necessary or. expedient ,” we humbly beg • to 
report to your Majesty as follows : — 

The powers given by the Acts for the improvement of Belfast which have not been 
exercised, and to which our attention in particular has been drawn, are — 

1st. A power given by the Act of 1847 to divert, straighten, widen, deepen, embank, 10&II Vic. , 
and culvert over so much of the Blackstaff Raver as lies within the borough ; and for that c - 25 b sec. 
purpose to purchase the lands mentioned in the Act. The compulsory powers to take g£‘ 22 
land for the purpose of making this improvement expired in three years, and the Corpo- 
ration had not funds wherewith to carry into execution the works contemplated by the 
Statute. 

2nd. By the Act of 1850, the Town Council were authorized to borrow £15,000 for the i3&i4Vic. 
purpose of enabling them to make the improvement of the Blackstaff contemplated by c. 108 , sec. 
the Act of 1847 ; but the compulsory powers to purchase land given by the former Act 26 • 
were not renewed, and it was in evidence before us that it was found impossible to effect ^am U 6186 S " 
arrangements with the owners for the purchase of the lands necessary to be acquired in Ma°-ee 
order to abate the nuisance. 2036 . 

It appeared in evidence that the Pound Burn, a stream which falls into the Blackstaff, J. Cunning- 
is the principal cause of the nuisance of the latter; and the Corporation propose that they iam , 6128. 
should be empowered to divert the Pound Burn into the sewers of the town, so as thereby 0392 rman ’ 
to abate or reduce the nuisance of the Blackstaff. Appendix 

3rd. By the Act of 1847 power was given to the Lagan Bridge Company to sell to the Town F 2. 
Council, and to the Town Council to purchase from the Lagan Bridge Company, the Lagan J - Cunning- 
bridge and all other the property of the Company, including the tolls of the bridge ; and ^ am ’ 6132 ‘ 
it was provided that the bridge, when purchased, should be open to the public free of toll. J 1C,) 
This power the Corporation have not as yet exercised, not having in their possession any 3^ ’ sec ‘ 
funds applicable to the purchase ; and the Corporation propose that they should be Appendix 
empowered to borrow the sum of £15,000 for the purpose of diverting the Pound Burn F 2. 
in manner above-mentioned, and to enable them, with the co-operation of the Grand 
Juries of the counties of Antrim and Down, to purchase the Lagan bridge and the tolls 
thereof. 

"VVe are of opinion that the Corporation should be empowered to borrow, on the security 
of the rates and property of the Corporation, any sums of money not exceeding the sum 
of £15,000, to effectuate these purposes. 

Having recommended that the sum of £84,640 0s. lid., now not legally chargeable 
upon the rates under the Acts for the Improvement of the Borough of Belfast, should be 
made a charge upon the same in manner aforesaid, we are of opinion that the powers of 
borrowing under said Acts (save so far as same relate to borrowing for the purpose of 

C 2 
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paying off any part of the now existing debt) should be suspended until the present debt 
of the Corporation, namely, the said sums of £185,318 13s. 2d., and £84,640 Os. 1 Id., 
making together the sum of £269,958 14s. Id. should be reduced below the sum of 
£200,000 ; and thenceforth that the Corporation should be at liberty to borrow at interest, 
under the provisions of said Acts, such sums of money, as together with the moneys 
previously borrowed under said Acts, and then due, should not exceed the sum of 
£200,000 ; and we are of opinion that the Corporation should be bound to apply the 
produce of the sales of their surplus property and also the sinking fund of £3,000 a-year, 
exclusively to the payment of the said sum of £269,958 145. Id. 

Before concluding this our Report, we humbly beg leave to refer to an application made 
to us on behalf of the Victoria Park Committee, the nature of which will appear from 
Appendix S. their case in the Appendix ; but inasmuch as we did not consider that the matter suggested 
in that case came legitimately within the scope of our Commission, we did not feel war- 
ranted in making any inquiry in relation thereto. 

During the progress of the investigation, five maps were produced and proved before 
us. These maps, with the several documents set out in the Appendix, and the evidence 
taken by the shorthand -writer, we humbly beg leave to append to this our Report. 

The first map shows the streets in the neighbourhood of the Queen’s bridge previous to 
the improvements made there by the Town Council. 

The second shows the improvements so made by the Town Council — the roadways, 
markets, yards, and buildings of the Corporation ; the lands sold : the lands let on lease ; 
and other lands and premises in the possession of the Corporation. 

The third is a map of the present borough, and shows the boundary of the old borough 
as it existed previous to the Act of 1853. 

The fourth shows the boundary of the lighted and watched portions of the existing 
borough. 

The fifth shows the boundary of the district over which the jurisdiction of the Water 
Commissioners extends. 

10 & 11 Vic., We further think it right to call particular attention to the fact that, by the Act of 
c.254, sec. 9. 1847, the Corporation are bound to sell and dispose of their surplus property within a 
limited time ; and we are of opinion that it will be for the benefit of the Borough of 
Belfast that such period should be extended ; and that the title of the Corporation to the 
property in their possession should be confirmed ; and we also think that some provision 
should be made for the gradual liquidation of the arrears of interest due on the sum of 
£84,640 Os. lid. above mentioned. 

All which is most humbly submitted to your Majesty’s gracious consideration. 

Witness our hands and seals this 18th day of December, 1858. 

James Major, q.c., (Seal.) 

Christopher Copinger, q.c., (Seal.) 

Thomas Jones, Secretary. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



APPENDIX 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



CONTENTS. 


Appendix A. Analysis of the Heads of the Commission, ....... 

„ B. — Regulations of the Commissioners, ........ 

J5 C. — Names of Rate-payers appearing by Mr. Ii. N. Smith, ..... 

D Names of Owners of Property in New Borough appearing by Mr. Macrory, . 

v E. — Names of Certificate Holders appearing by Mr. Seeds, ..... 

,, JF. — Original and approved Cases submitted to the Commissioners : — 

1. Original Cases of the Corporation, . . . . . 1 . 

2. Approved do. ....... 

3. Original Cases of the Rate-payers appearing by Mr. Smith, .... 

4. Approved do. do. .... 

5. Original Cases of Mr. John Rea, . . . 

6. Approved do. do. . . . . 

7. Original Case of the Owners of Property in the New Borough appearing by Mr. Macrory, 

8. Approved do. do. do. 

9. Original and approved Case of Special Respondents, ..... 

10. Do. Case of the Certificate Holders appearing by Mr. Seeds, 

11. Do. Case of the Water Commissioners, .... 

12. Case of Mr. J. Cunningham, . . . . . . - 

13. Do. of Captain Dyer, ......... 

14. Do. of Mi - . J. Kenned)', ........ 

15. Do. of Mr. Keyland, ......... 

16. Do. of Rev. T. Moore, and Reply of Corporation thereto, .... 

17. Do. ofMr. Pirrie, ......... 

18. Do. of Mr. Reid, ......... 

„ G. — 1. Form of Mortgage, . . . . . 

2. Form of Certificate for Money lent at Three Months’ Notice, .... 

3. Form of Certificate for Money lent for a Term of Years, ..... 

„ H. — 1. Expenditure of Town Council, to 1852, ....... 

2. Do. do. from 1853 to 1854, ..... 

3. Summary of two preceding Accounts, ....... 

4. Expenditure on May’s Fields, South, ....... 

„ I. — Analysis showing the different modes in which Property was taken by Town Council, 

„ K 1. Report of Town Council, 1st December, 1846, . . . . . 

2. Report to Town Improvement Committee and Police Committee to Town Council, IstNov. 1847, 

3. Do. do. do. 1st Feb. 1848, 

4. Report of Town Improvement Committee to Town Council, 1st July, 1848, 

5. Do. do. do. 1st August, 1848, 

6. Report of Town Improvement Committee and Police Committee, 2nd October, 1848, 

7- Report . of Police Committee to Town Council, ...... 

8. Do. do. do. 1st January, 1850, 

9. Do. do. do. 1st April, 1850, .... 

„ L. — Contract for the Supply of Gas, ........ 

„ M. — Statement of Mr. Thornton, ......... 

„ N. — 1. Return of Receipts of Market Tolls by Mr. Spratt, ..... 

2. Do. do. by Mr. F. Rea, ..... 

„ 0. — Population Return, .......... 


Page 


23 

23 

24 


25 


26 

28 

30 

31 

31 

32 

32 

33 
33 

33 

34 
34 

34 

35 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 
39 
39 

39 

40 
40 
40 

40 

41 

41 

42 

43 

44 

44 

45 
45 
45 
48 
48 
48 
50 


P. — Valuations : — 

1. Comparative Valuation of Tenements purchased by Town Council, and of Tenements erected 

in their place, . . . . ... . . . . 

2. Mr. Brooke’s Valuation of Corporate Property, . ...... 

3. Mr. Young’s do. do. ....... 

4. Comparison of Mr. Brassington and Mr. Young’s Valuations, ..... 

Q. — Water Commissioners: — 

1. Return of the Taxes levied by them, ........ 

2. Summary of their Accounts, from 1840 to 1855, ...... 

3. Copy Minute from Proceedings of the Water Commissioners, 17th January, 1850, 

4. Return of Houses supplied and taxed, ........ 

R. — Calculation on which the System of Taxation proposed by the Corporation is founded, 

S. — Cases submitted by Committee of the People’s Park, ....... 


50 

51 

51 

52 


52 

52 

53 
53 
53 
53 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



[ 28 ] 


APPENDIX. 


APPENDIX A. 

Analysis of the Heads of the Commission. 


Appendix A. 
Analysis of 


1. What moneys have been borrowed by the Corpo- 
ration of Belfast under the several Acts for the improve- 
ment of the Borough of Belfast? 

2. What moneys have been expended by the Corpo- 
ration of Belfast under these Acts ? 

3. Whether any moneys have been borrowed by the 
Corporation of Belfast otherwise than under the Acts 
for the improvement of the Borough of Belfast ? 

4. Whether any moneys have been expended by the 
Corporation of Belfast otherwise than under said Acts ? 

5. What sums of money borrowed by the Corporation 
of Belfast, under said Acts, are now properly chargeable 
on the rates and other corporate property ? 

6. What sums of money so borrowed are not properly 
chargeable on the rates and corporate property ? 

7. What sums of money expended by the Corporation 
of Belfast are not properly chargeable on the rates and 
other corporate property ? 

8. What sums of money so expended by the Corpo- 
ration are properly .chargeable on the rates and other 
corporate property ? 

9. Whether any and what sums of money so borrowed 
and expended, and not chargeable upon the rates and 
other corporate property, have been borrowed and ex- 
pended bona fide, and for the benefit of the said borough ? 

10. Should the same, or any part thereof, be charged 
on the rates or other corporate property ? 

11. Should the same be charged, on any and what 
part of such rates and property ? 

12. Would it be for the benefit of the borough that 
any and what matters now in litigation in relation to 
such moneys so borrowed and expended should be 
adjusted and arranged ? 


i o tt , . , , , . , tne Meads oi 

13. Upon what terms should such litigation be the Commis- 

adjusted and arranged? sion. 

14. What is the nature and extent of the rates and 
taxes upon property in the borough, levied by the Cor- 
poration of Belfast ? 

15. Or levied by any Board or Body Corporate having 
jurisdiction within the borough ? 

16. Would it be desirable to consolidate any such 
Board or Body Corporate with the Corporation ? 

17. Or to consolnlateany such Board or Body Corpo- 
rate with each other ? 

18. How, and in what manner, should such consoli- 
dation take place or be made ? 

19. Should any provision be made for a single and 
uniform collection of the rates ? 

20. Should any consolidation be made, what provi- 
sion should be made with respect to the present assets 
and liabilities of the Boards or Bodies to be consolidated, 
and with respect to their limits and jurisdictions? 

21. Having regard to any prospective system of valu- 
ation in Ireland, should any, and what, alteration be 
made in the scale or scales of taxation within the 
borough ? 

22. Did any power heretofore vest in the said Boards 
or Bodies Corporate, or in any of them, to carry into 
effect any purpose authorized by Parliament ? 

23. Should such power be revived or renewed ? 

24. Should any changes be made in the powers of 
such Boards or Bodies Corporate ? 

25. Would it be necessary or expedient that there 
should be any additional powers for borrowing money, 
having reference to the purposes before mentioned ? 

26. What should these additional powers be? 
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Appendix B. 


Regulations of the Commissioners. 


The persons primA facie entitled to be heard are the 
rate-payers of the borough, either in their corporate 
capacity, through the council of the borough, or as 
individuals. 

If as individual rate-payers, it will be advisable, in- 
deed absolutely necessary, for public convenience, that 
they shall form themselves into classes for the purpose 
of representing sectional interests or views which they 
may desire to bring before the Commission. 

It is also deemed right that no person, or body of 
persons, shall be allowed to give or to adduce evidence 
until he or they shall have stated distinctly, in writing, 
and under heads consecutively numbered, the object 
which he 'or they have in view, and may desire to 
establish by such evidence. 

These heads are to be prepared and handed in within 
a reasonable time, before the party propounding them 
shall be allowed, or expected to give or adduce evidence 
in support of them. 

When the heads are handed in, the Commissioners 
will, as soon as possible, consider whether the same are 
within the scope of their Commission; and if not, will 
strike out or modify any head which does not appear to 
them to be relevant. 

The heads, when approved, modified, or altered by the 
Commissioners as they may deem necessary, will be re- 
turned to the party or parties submitting same, who 
must within a reasonable time lodge the same with the 
Secretary to the Commission, as “the case” of the party 
proposing to give or adduce evidence; and auy rate-payer 
will be allowed to take copies of such “case.” 

„ No evidence will be. received from any party in sup- 


port of such case unless the same shall be relevant to 
the heads in the case so finally lodged with the Secretary. 

It is, however, to be understood, that parties shall 
be permitted, from time to time, during the inquiry, to 
furnish to the Commissioners heads of a case in the 
manner before mentioned, and also to add to or supple- 
ment, and to withdraw from, any heads which they may 
have previously handed in, subject always to the right 
of the Commissioners to modify or reject any head for 
irrelevancy, and care being taken that a suflicient time is 
allowed to the Commissioners for the consideration of 
such alterations, and for giving the parties access thereto. 

The Commissioners also reserve to themselves the 
power of determining in what order the cases so from 
time to time finally lodged shall be heard. 

It is also to be understood that any party shall be at 
liberty, in addition to any heads of the case handed in 
by himself, to give or adduce relevant evidence in oppo- 
sition to the case of any other party. 

And also that any party shall be at liberty to lodge 
“a case” merely for the purpose of maintaining the 
negative of any facts or propositions advanced by the 
case of any other party. 

The Commissioners have determined that the pro- 
ceedings shall be oonfined to the reception or considera- 
tion of evidence, and that speeches or addresses must be 
excluded. 

The several witnesses to be produced will be required 
to give their evidence on oath. 

In the event of different parties lodging cases, including 
heads involving the same questions, the Commissioners 
reserve to themselves the power of consolidating the heads. 


Regulations of 
the Commis- 
sioners. 
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MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS OF BELFAST. 


Appendix C. APPENDIX 0. 

payers. 148 * 6 ’ CoPY List of some of the Rate-payers of Belfast, represented at the Royal Commission by 

Mr. Henry N. Smith. 


John F. Ferguson, d.l 
Cornelius Denvir, R.C. 
Robert Grimshaw, d.l. 
William John Nichol, 
Nathaniel Ferguson, 
John Campbell Smith, 
T. C. M'Keowin, 
Michael Andrews, 
Alexander Mitchell, 

J. Mackenzie Shaw, 
James Keegan, 
Richard Waring, 
Conolly Sherrard, 
Foster Green, 

William Ross, 

James Burns, 

Dr. Cuming, 

James Kavanagh, 

J amcs Roden, 

S. Ferguson, 

Dr. Stevenson, 

James M'Fadden, 
William Spackman, 
James Bradford, 

John Sweeny, 

John Devlin, 

William Harvey, 
Bernard Hughes, 
George Murney, 

John Rowan, 

Francis Ritchie, 

George Murray, 

Henry Murney, 
William Young, 

Joseph G. Bigger, 

Dr. William Ritchie, 
William Dobbin, 

Peter Keegan, 

D. R. Brannigan, 
James M'Cann, 

James M‘Caldin, 
Terence O’Brien, 
Mathew M'Mullan, 
John Murphy, 

Thomas M'Cann, 
Robert Mackenzie, 
William Wetherall, 
Felix M'Alinder, 
Daniel Murphy, 

Samuel DufSeld, 

John M'Tear, 

Henry M'Glade, 

John Ross, 

Daniel M'Kinney, 
Archibald Blayney, 
Samuel Barry, 

John Ritchie, 

James M ‘Woods, 
Alexander Stewart, 
Patrick Keenan, 

Henry M'Cracken, 
Edward Heron, 

Thomas O’Kane, 

James Ivory, 

Robert Magill, 

Hugh Graham, 

John Higgins, 

Richard Drake, 

John Camner, 

George M‘Auliffe, 
James J. Hannan, 
Thomas Carabine, 
Michael M'Cloy, 
Patrick O’Neill, 

Edward Houston, 

Owen Gilmore, 

Patrick M ‘Shane, 

W. Fullerton, 

Terence M'Guirlc, 

John Green, 

Henry Mason, 

Henry O’Hara, 

William Johnstone, 
Hugh M‘Guirk, 

John Maginnes, 

Edward M'Guigan, 
Owen Brady, 

Bernard Brannigan, 
Henry Noon, 

James Barker, 

Hugh M'Lorninan, 
Waddell Cunningham, 


., j.p., Samuel M‘Mullan, 
Bishop, Peter Connelly, 

, J.p., Aaron Rogan, 

Peter Battersby, 
Luke Callon, 

John O’Brien, 
James O’Neill, 
James Hamil, 

Sarah Daly, 

John Donnolly, 
Thomas Ward, 
Patrick Grant, 
George Rafferty, 
Terence Coleman, 
James Eassmore, 
John O’Neill, 

Hugh Carr, 

Edward Fitzpatrick, 
O’Brien Brothers, 
James Hunter, 
Bernard Boyle, 
Patrick Meeghan, 
Matthew Griffeth, 
Henry M'Cool, 
James Kelly, 

John O’Neill, 
Timothy O’Malley, 
John Kane, 

Michael Duffy, 

John M'Laughlin, 
Patrick M‘Glone, 
James Linden, 

Denis Maguire, 
James Stewart, 
Bernard M‘Kay, 
Patrick Higins, 
Charles OTIagan, 
Daniel MacKown, 
John Graham, 
Catherine M'Kenna, 
William Murphy, 
Edward Donnelly, 
Hugh M‘Knone, 
John Rogers, 

Patrick O’Harrow, 
Joseph M'Cartney, 
William M‘Enaney, 
Edward Birnie, 
Patrick Savage, 
Daniel O’Neill, 
James Bradley, 
James Hogan, 
Thomas Mackin, 
Patrick M'Quillan, 
James Gregg, 

Hu Griffeth, 

John Savage, 

James M‘Keown, 
Alexander Green, 
Patrick Fullan, 

Isaac Goldstein, 
George Roberts, 
John Drummond, 
George Turney, 
James Ilerret, 

John M'Cavanagli, 
Robert Hoffernon, 
John Curran, 

Bernard Campbell, 
Charles Campbell, 
William M‘Loughlin, 
Henry M'Lorinan, 
Bernard Redmond, 
Henry Gilmore, 

P. Reid, 

Owen Rea, 

Charles Burns, 
Patrick M'Sliane, 
John Boyle, 

Peter Hughes, 
Hamilton Quin, 
Francis Milliken, 
Henry Rice, 

Const. M'Auley, 
Peter M'Auley, 
James M‘Cann, 

John M‘Cane, 
William Stewart, 
Patrick O’Neill, 
Francis Begley, 
Henry M‘Larnon, 
Henry Dugan, 


Arthur Boyle, 
Robert Black, 
Bernard Dempsey, 
James Maguire, 
Andrew Emley, 
Thomas Ward, 
Daniel Carty, 
Thomas Hayes, 
Thomas Galloway, 
James Muldoon, 
Pat Loughran, 
James Graham, 
Thomas Hanley, 
Neill Blancy, 
Patrick M'Kenna, 
Thomas George, 
John Brock, 

John Smith, 

George Houston, 
William Maguire, 
William Maguire, 
James Barry, 
Robert Barry, 
Daniel Kennedy, 
James Sheals, 

Hugh Farrell, 

Hugh M‘Arley, 
Edward Fagan, 
Bernard Burns, 
John Graham, 
Robert Batter, 
Patrick Maguire, 
Henry Mallaghan, 
Thomas Mallaghan, 
Charles M'Cafferty, 
George Headley, 
John F. Mathews, 
Bernard Smyth, 
John Shaw, 

William Trainor, 
John M'Cormick, 
James M‘Cormick, 
Edward Bloomfield, 
Patrick Faloon, 
John Fitzpatrick, 
James M‘Allister, 
Daniel Black, 
William Matthews, 
Edward O’Kane, 
Thomas Gribben, 
Arthur Murpliey, 
Charles MTnespey, 
William M‘Mecken, 
Edward M'Arlain, 
P. M 'En tee, 

James Ham ill, 
James Cooney, 

John Davey, 

J ames Davey, 

James Mullan, 

Jane Davey, 

Patrick Branagh, 
John Mullan, 

John M‘Areavey, 
John Dysart, 

James Dysart, 
James Dysart, sen., 
Owen O’Hara, 
Francis M'Entee, 
Joseph M‘Alister, 
Bernard M'Auley, 
John M'Auley, 

John Reid, 

John Pollock, 


John M'Kelvey, 

John M'Keown, 
James M'Keown, 
Robert Dornan, 

John Fitzsimons, 
Robert Jamieson, 
Patrick Campbell, 
Loughran Davey, 
Hugh Campbell, 
Terence M'Kenna, 
Mathew Mooney, 
Terence Kennedy, 
Richard Lemon, 

John O’Haggan, 
James Mullan, 
Bernard O’Hagan, 
Maurice Malaghan, 
James M'Parlan, 
Edward Wood, 
William M'Laughlin, 
Edward Kelly, 

Joseph Kelly, 

Patrick Rogers, 
Charles Lavery, 
Daniel O’Hagan, 

John O’Hanlon, 

John Loughran, 

John Wilson, 

John Wilson, 

John M'Kenna, 
Thomas Quinn, 
Patrick M'Lornan, 
Edward Kennedy, 
Charles O’Neill, 
James M'Cann, 
Robert Walls, 

John M ‘Donnell, 
James Alister, 

Patrick Mooney, 
Arthur Harnill, 
Thomas Hayes, 

Henry Dugan, 

James M'Cann, 
William M'Stay, 
Robert Butler, 

Daniel Carty, 

Samuel M'Cann, 

John Fines, 

William Duffy, 

John Drummond, 
Patrick Griffeth, 

Sarah Magill, 

Robert Donnelly, 
James Ward, 

Patrick Hampson, 
George Brownlee, 
James J. Murney, 
Thomas M'Cann, 

John Cramise, 

John Murphy, 

William M ‘Kinney, 
Maxwell M'Laughlin, • 
Owen Gregory, 

John O’Neill, 

Robert O’Neill, 

Charles Morrison, 
James M ‘Crave, 
William Moore, 
Edward Stritch, 

Peter Rodgers, 

Charles Graham, 
Patrick M'Cluskey, 
Hugh Kearney, 

Daniel M'Larnon. 


The rest of the names are set forth in the Petition 
presented to Parliament against the Bill promoted by 
the I own Council in the Session of 1858, a copy of 
which I have been unable to procure, since the Com- 
missioners stated the names would be required • and it 
was impossible for me, in the few days since this inti- 
mation was given, to communicate with a greater num- 
ber than those whose names are above given, inasmuch 
as I retained no list of names. 

Belfast, September 6th, 1858. 

Henky N. Smith, 

Solicitor for said Rate-Layers. 
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APPENDIX D. Appendix D. 

List of Parties, Owners of Property in the New Borough, Petitioners against the Council’s Bill of List of 
1 . Owners, 

last Session, as represented hy Macrory, Son, and Boyd. 


John Charters and Company, 
A. W. Craig and Company, 
Gordon and Company, 

Carter and Martin, 

James Kennedy and Sons, 
James Kennedy, 

Victor C. Kennedy, 

A. W. Craig and Company, 
Thomas Valentine, 

Clonard Print Works, 

John Both wick, 

John Pulton, 

Robert M'Cleery, 

Kennedy Duff, 

Joseph Skinner, 

William Ross and Company, 
William Ross, 

Robert Thompson, j.p., 
Robert Hamilton, 

Bernard Hughes, H., 
M'Connell and Kennedy, 
James Cranston Gregg, 
Prancis Ritchie, and Sons, 
Hull, Brothers, 

Richard Hull, 

James Davidson, 

Henry Cook, d.d., ll.d., 
John Cumming, 

Andrew Ewing, 

A. J. Macrory, 

Mathew Hunter, 

Henry Reid, 

Anne Skelton, 

John M‘ Clinton, 

Thomas Thomson, 

Thomas D. Ewart, 
Alexander Thomson, 

John M'Kee, 

Thomas Dibblin, 

Thomas M'Neir, 

Edward M'Cormick, 

Thomas Jackson, 

John li. Neill, 

George Phillips, 

James Reid, 

Connolly Sherrard, 

Henry Black, 

Patrick Kinnear, 

S. Boyd, 

James Cameron, 

John Pislier, 

Elizabeth Ferguson, 

Hugh M'Cleeiy, 

John Kerr, 

Edward Turner, 

Patrick Meenan, 

Robert Magill, 

Edward Anderson, 

Joseph Girwin, 

Alexander Stewart, 

Thomas M'Cormick, 
William M'Cormick, 

James M‘Wade, 

Patrick M'Glade, 


Address. 

Belfast, 

Palls Facton-, 

North Howard-street, 
Conway-street, 

Clonard, Belfast, 

Clonard house, 

Falls-road, 

Falls-road, 

2, Crumlin-terrace, 

Falls-road, Belfast, 

41, Falls-road, 

187, Bower's-liill, Shankhill, 

4, Glen tilt-place, 

154, Conway-street, 

198, Agnes- street, 

Clonard Flax-mill, Falls-road, 
27, College-square, i Belfast, 
Brookfield, 

Ardmonlin-place, 

Donegall-place, 

Falls- road, 

Denvir Lyard, Malone, 
Ballymacarrett, 

Falls-road, 

Victoria Chambers, 
Ballymacarrett, 

Ormeau-road, 

Crumlin-terrace, 

Ballynafeigh, 

Duncairn, 

Shankhill, 

Ormeau-road, 

Arthur-street, 

Eglinton-street, 

Do. 

Brookfield, 

Londsdale-street, 

Old Lodge-road, 
Glentilt-place, 

Do. 

Do. 

Clifton-ville, 

Do. 

University-square, 

Antrim-ville, 

Lodge-road, 

University-terrace, 

Willow Bank, 

Clifton-ville, 

Glentilt-place, 

Old Lodge, Belfast, 

Front-street, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Glass Works, Ballymacarrett, 
Do. 

Ballymacarrett, 

Bridge End, 


John Russell, 

Alexander Murphy, 

AVilliam M ‘Donald, 

Thomas Smith, 

John Woods, 

Edward Hanna, 

Per pro. William Coates, 
Victor Coates, 

Gunning and Campbell, 
James Coomb and Company, 
William Gibson, 

Isaac Nelson, p.m., 

James M'Teer, 

John Sunary, 

Giles Haworth, 

Hamilton Quinn, 

Robert MTCinstry, 

Thomas M‘ Burner, 

John M‘Cullogh, 

James Hannan, 

Robert Pell, 

Michael Campbell, 

John MTIelvey, 

Mathew C. Hodgen, 

John Robinson, 

John Adair, 

Joseph Fell, 

Robert Morris, 

Alexander Robertson, 

John Graham, 

Archibald Maxwell, 

Edward Morrison, 

John Donnelly, 

David Fleck, 

Edward Handcock, 

Daniel Henry, 

Miles M‘Cullogh, 

Hugh Flanagan, 

Robert Wilson, 

James Hastworlh, 

Edward Bogan, 

James M‘Adam, 

Edward Britton, 

Patrick M'Erlin, 

John Twigg, 

John M'Cormick, 

Owen Hagan, 

Patrick Rafferty, 

Michael Hickey, 

Robert O'Hara, 

Patrick Allen, 

AVilliam Reid, 

John Ward, 

William O’Kane, 

Peter Quinn, 

John M‘Cabe, 

James Harvey, 

James Mullen, 

Francis Ritchie, 

John Proctor, 

John Adair, 

John Scott, 

George Gaskin, 


Address. 

Ballymacarrett, 

Do. 

Front-street, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Residence, Ballymacarrett, 
Springfield property. 

North Howard-street, 

Fall Foundry, 

Clifton-ville, 

In Sugarfield, 

Vermont -lodge, 

Legoniell, 

9, Falls-road, 

11, Do. 

36, Northumberland-street, 
80, Do. 

134, Shankhill-road, 

135, Do. 

144, Do. 

155, Do. 

90, Falls-road, 

94, Do. 

25, Do. 

100, Do. 

139, Agnes-street, 

13, Craig-street, 

30, Northumberland-street, 
C, Craig's-lane, 

184, Conway-street, 

191, Agnes street, 

84, Northumberland-street, 
54, Do. 

15, Craig-street, 

8, Scotch-street, 

39, Ross-street, 

5, Currie-street, 

8, Bakers'-street, 

16, Falls-road, 

106, Do. 

25, Fifth-street, 

15, Falls-road, 

3, Bow-street, 

51, English-street, 

51, Milford-street, 

50, Currie-street, 

43, Sheridan-street, 

77, Hardinge-street, 

29, English-street, 

5, Northumberland-street, 

5, Craig-street, 

13, Do. 

16, Cumamond-street, 

25, English street, 

68, Cullentree-road, 

25, Shankhill-road, 

21, Do. 
Ballymacarrett, 

15, Craig-street, 

206, Agnes-street, 

6, Craig’s-row, 

56, Northumberland-street, 


June 11, 
Aug. 9, 


Sept. 10, 
29, 
Oct. 2, 
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List of Scrip-holders represented by Messrs. Seeds. 


Thomas Canning, Whitehouse, 

J. D. M'Kittcrick, Ardglass, 

M. Gibson, Antrim 

John Derby, Auglirim, Magherafelt, . 
Samuel Derby, Magherafelt, 

Messrs. and Reid, (Rev. Geo. 

Beilis, Belfast), .... 
Messrs. Walsh and Valentine. (Valentine, 
Belfast, AA'alsh, deceased), 

Charles M'Kenna, Magherafelt, . 

Rev. James Morgan, Belfast, 

AA'illiam Sands, Hillsborough, 

Miss H. Green, 16, Joy-street, 

James Stanfield, Belfast, 

R. Alexander, Annahilt, Dromore, 

Henry Magee, Malone 

Edgar and others, Belfast; . 

Messrs. Cooke and Briggs, (Dr. Cook, 
John Briggs, Lisburn), . 

Sarah Denham, 


£ s. d. 
200 0 0 
200 0 O 
100 0 0 
550 O 0 
250 0 0 

600 0 0 

500 0 0 
300 0 0 
250 0 0 
100 0 0 
400 0 0 
150 0 0 
500 0 0 
100 0 0 
400 0 0 

18S 8 1 
100 0 0 


1852. £ 
Oct. 18, Mrs.MaryM‘Clure, Clontinacally, New- 

townbreda, ..... 600 

19, Mrs. Mary Ecclcs, (Mr. M'Cultagh, 

High-street), 250 

Nov. 3, Mrs. Mary Snodden, Bangor, . . 500 

10, Thomas Davison, Lisnastrain, Lisburn, 1,100 
19, E. Hastings, (care of Mr. AA'illiam 

Hastings, Belfast). . . .300 

Dec. 4, T. Major, Belfast, Donegall square, .1,000 

8, Rev. JohnParr, Corleagh, Castleblayuey, 4U0 

13, Rev. James M'Kee, Dromore, . . 300 

18, AVilliam M ‘Heavy, Garvagh, . . 50 

30, Rev. William Johnston, Belfast, . . 50 

1853. 

Jan. 8, Samuel Derby, Magherafelt, . . 300 

April, 5, Messrs. Rogers and Andrews, (Rev. J. 

Rogers, Banbridge, and Samuel 
Andrews, Belfast,) . . . .1 ,000 

Robert Boag, 1,000 

11, AVilliam Hanna, ISO 

D 


s. d. 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 


List of Scrip- 
holders. 
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List of Scrip- 
holders. 


1853 . * 

April 18, Ann Wilson, ...... 1,100 

14, Mrs. Ann Coats, • . . . . 600 

19, E. G. Johnston, 61, Gleveland-square, 

Hyde Park 500 

20, Mary. Miller, Mountcliarles, Donegal, . 200 
26, Mrs. Sarah Massey, 13, Great Oxford- 

street, Liverpool, .... 500 

29, Joan L. Henry, Henry-place, Belfast, . 150 

30, Messrs. Valentine and Walsh, (William 

Valentine) 250 

May, 3, William Turle, Armagh, . . . 150 

4, Messrs. Denham and others, . . 1,000 

5, Alexander Witherow, Corporation-st„ 

Belfast, 300 

10, James Harkness, Belfast, . . . 500 

1 1 , Samuel Alexander, Larne, . . . 600 

Messrs. Alexander and Coey, (Samuel 

Alexander and Edward Coey), . 200 
16, James Morrow, Derry boy, Itillileagh, . 200 
Rev. S. Moore, Ballymena, . . . 100 

19, Messrs. Blair and Paisley, (James Blair 

and James Paisley, Belfast), • . 550 

20, Rev. S. Moore,, Ballymena, . . . 100 

21, Messrs. Tierney aud Phillips, Belfast, 

(Sami, and George), . . . 364 

June 2, Rev. D. Park, Carrowdore, Donaghadee, 250 
9, Messrs. Denham and Denham, . . 200 

Sarah Denham, 100 

July 15, William Wilson, Ballygowan, Doagh, . 60 

Aug. 9, Robert M'Farran, Little Corporation-st., 120 

Sept. 21, John Henderson, 800 

Oct. 5, Rev. Hall Stewart, Grange, Randalstown, 300 
Messrs. Addison and Nicholl, (James 
Addison, College-green, Dublin, 
Henry Nicholl, in Mr. Harrison’s 
office), 100 

6, Miss Sarah M'Burney, Saintfleld, . 250 

24, Robert Knox, 3, Waring-street, . . 100 

25, Mrs. Harriett Cordon and Charlotte 

Kelsliam, Larne 325 

28, Richard Galway, Fleet-street, Belfast, . 100 
Nov. 16, Mrs. Mary Hughes, Little Chariotte-st., 

Belfast, 250 

29, Miss Isabella Charley, Seymour Hill, 

Drumurry 1,000 

Dec. 1, Mrs. E. and M. Spears, Carrickfergus, . 50 


s. d. 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 


0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 


0 0 
O 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 


Dec. 5, Messrs. Cooke and Briggs, . 

9, James Stanfield, . 

12, Mary Ogston, Belfast, . 

27, Rev. R. Wilson, Belfast, 

31, Agnes Pollock, Belfast, . 

Eliza Pollock, 

1854. 

Feb. Jane Robinson, Castlereagh, Newtown- 
breda, .... 

Mar. 4, Rev. W. Lyttle, Cootehill, . 

9, Robert Blackwell, Kilkishin-house, Six- 

mile-bridge, County Clare, 

Martin Shaw, Bally linta, Hillsborough, 

30, Martin Shaw 

Apr. 5, Wm. Gilmore, Ballyferns, Ballywalter, 
11, Rev. R. Knox, ... 

19, Messrs. Denham and Denham, 

May 6, Mrs. Agnes Barry, Comber, 

Messrs. Lowry and others, (Samuel 
Dunlop, &c., Trustees), . 

22, Martin .... 

Jiily 3, Samuel Derby, .... 

5, Robert Reid, Ballymullen, Lisburn, 
Richard Lewis, Great Victoria-street, . 

1 1, Miss Margaret Russell, Holywood, (care 
of Rev. H. Henderson,) . 

17, James Bell, Saintfield, . 

22, W. R. M'Quiston, Belfast, . 

T. and A. H. Kilpatrick, Larne, . 

24, William Wilson, Ballygowan,’ Doagh, 
29, John Derby, Derrygraw, Magherafelt, . 
Aug. 30, E. Hastings, (care of W. Hastings, 
Belfast), .... 

Sept. 1 5, Mrs. Jane Arnold, Great George’s-st., 
Oct. 2, Rev. J. M‘Kee, Dromore, 

10, Rev. A. Stewart, Grange, Randalstown, 

11, Rev. R. Parke, Ballymoney, 

16, Rev. J. Burns, Whitehouse, 

Nov. 3, William Stewart, Bristol, 

6, N. Fitzsimons, Belfast, 


With interest on the several sums from 4th October, 1854, 
till present time, varying from 31 to 5 per cent, as may ap- 
pear by the Register of Loans Book of the Town Council. 


Appendix F. 


APPENDIX P. 


Cases sub- 
mitted to the 
Commis- 
sioners. 

No. 1. Origi- 
nal Cases 
of the 
Corporation. 


Original and Approved Cases submitted to the Commissioners. 


No. 1. — Heads of a Case submitted to tbe Commissioners under the Commission of 28th July, 1858, 
and propounded by the Town Council of the Borough of Belfast, on behalf of the Mayor, Aldermen, 
Heads 

and Burgesses of the said Borough, upon A Nos. 1 te p. 2 , 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 9, as altered and amended by the 

Commissioners. 


In pursuance of the directions of the Commissioners, 
the Council proposes to apply each head of case and 
proof according to the numerical order indicated by the 
Commissioners, and, therefore, in the first head propound 
as follows : — 

1. That the Corporation of Belfast did borrow a sum 
of £150,000 under and by virtue of the powers con- 
ferred upon them by 8 & 9 Vic., entitled An Act for 
the Improvement of the Borough of Belfast ; and did 
also borrow a sum of £50,000 under and by virtue of 
the powers conferred upon them by the 9 Vic., entitled 
An Act for the better Lighting and Improving the 
Borough of Belfast. 

2. That the entire of the said two sums were 
expended under the Acts of the 8 & 9 Vic. (1845), 
aud 10 Vic. (1847), that is te sayy that the sai4 sum 
ef £ 2 0 0 , oee was applied te the purposes e aum e i - 
ated m the twe sev e ral statutes §th and pth -Vie. 
and ieth A4e. 

3. Moneys have been borrowed by the Corporation 
of Belfast otherwise than under the Acts for Im- 
provement of the Borough of Belfast, that is to say 
£48,491 9s. 5d. and £36,148 11s. 6 d. 

4. That certain moneys were expended by the 

the said 

Corporation of Belfast otherwise than under, meu«- 
Acts, amounting to the sum of £ 

iag th ereby ia striet ee afe rmi ty with the Aet% hut 
that said moneys were ex pend e d for purposes 
analogous to or oh a s im ilar charact e r with the 
purposes co nt e mplat ed by said st atut e. 


5. The sums of money borrowed by the Corpora- 
tion under said Acts which are now properly, i.e., 
l e gally , chargeable upon the rates and .other corporate 
property amount to the sum of £200,000 ; but this 
to the 

gross sum is to be diminished by payments mad e 
amount of £ 


[This is 
ment and evidence — 

t. y.] 


■estate- Act 0 f 
n of 
of£ ' 

the sum of £ 
discharge of their mortgage 
into the Court of Chancery u| 
1855, and the sum of £ 
now standing in the name 
credit of the sinking fund, 
the Commissioners, that duri 
April last, the Corporation 
sum of £5,000, applied the 
their Counsel in extinction 
gage debt, and did so unde| 
Act of 1845. 

[This is not in con- borrowl 
formity with the regu- 
lations . — T. J.] ,7° 

legally 

But the Chancellor, by his 
June, 1855, has declared, t| 
by the Act of 1S46 to be 1 
cally appropriated to the pi 


under tlhe 46th section of the Local 


1845, and amounting to the 
|£ . The above sum 

consists of, first — 
paid by the Corporation in 
debt, £ brought 

|nder the decree of June, 
Government Stock, 
of the Corporation, to the 
The Council further inform 
agthe current year, to wit in 
having in their hands the 
same under the advice of 
pro tanto of the said mort- 
r the 383rd section of the 

The sums of money so 
ed under the Acts, to wit 
00, are all properly, i.e., 
chargeable on the rates, 
decretal order of the 19th 
bat the £50,000 authorized 
raised, was thereby specifi- 
■poses therein mentioned 
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regarding the manufacture of gas; and it being admitted 
that the said sum had been r aised but that it had not been 
so applied, his Lordship de elared that the rate-payers 
were entitled to have the rat es and other property of the 
borough exonerated from or indemnified against the 
same by the respondents in the said cause, but without 
prejudice to any question which the said respondents 
might be entitled to raise on the return of the 
Master’s report, as to their right to be reimbursed the 
same out of such funds or property (if any) as the 

7. The sums of money expended by the Corpora- 
tion of Belfast, which are not properly, i.e., legally 

chargeable on the rates, and other 
blanks — cfc.l ‘ eSe cor P orate property are the sums of 
‘ ' £ and £ 

referred to in the statement of the Council, No. 3. 

subject 

8. The sums amounting to £200,000, expe n ded 

to be diminished by payments as aforesaid 
by the -Ge i - p ei-a^i-ea a£ Belfa s t «pea pafpeses 
contem plated by tbe feeal aet% are properly, i.e.? 
legally chargeable upon the rates and other corporate 
property. 

9. fa framfag tbe Sejad ©£ Ca se applieable te 
No. 9 of the Commissioner s’ analysis, the Council feel 
it necessary to enter into a statement of facts which 
bear immediately upon the bond fide character of the 
matters involved in No. 9. 

In dealing with this su bject, the Council deem it 
right not only to examine i nto the bond fide character 
of the expenditure of £ referred to in 

observations upon No. 7, a nd not chargeable upon the 
rates, but also of the £50 ,000 which, though legally 
charged on the rates, was th e subject of the Chancellor’s 
decree referred to in observ ation on No. 6. 

The street improvement s, authorized by the Act of 
1845, were very extensive (ss. 55, 56, 57, 58, and 59.) 
The Act further authorized the purchase of existing 
markets, and market right s, and the establishment of 
new markets (ss. 277, 8, a nd 9), and provided (s. 280) 
that the Council should no t open any markets within 
the borough, until they sho uld have purchased all ex- 
isting markets. 

The Act of 1847 empow ered the Council to purchase 
ground for additional mark et places. The Council, in 
the bond fide execution of these works, found that 
£150,000 was quite inade quate for the purpose; and 
acting under legal advice ( which the members of the 
Council, at the time, had e very reason to believe was 
well founded, inasmuch as such advice was. given by 
the gentlemen who framed t lie Act of Parliament, which 
advice has since been con firmed by the concurrent 
opinions of Mr. J. D. Fitz gerald, the late Attorney- 
Genera 1 for Ireland, and Mr. W. 

r „, . . C. Dob bs, and also as the Council 

of inadmissible e "evi- bas been informed and believe, 

deuce T J.] by the opinion of Sergeant Deasy, 

to the effect, that the £50,000 
provided by the Act of 18 46, was legally applicable 
to the general purposes aut homed by the other Acts,) 
they proceeded to expend th at sum upon these purchases. 
The Council are prepared t o establish by evidence the 
perfect bond fides of this ex penditure, and that the in- 
terests of the town and of t he rate-payers require that 
the application of this sum to these purposes should be 
legalized. 

The sum of £47,868 2s. Id., referred to in the third 
head of case, had been bo rrowed from a number of 
parties, upon a form of se curity not sealed with the 
Corporate seal. Tlie sum of £35,498 17s. 4d., therein 
referred to, has been borro wed from the Treasurer of 
the Borough, who holds no security for same. 

The Council are prepare d to prove to the Commis- 
sioners, that in consequenc o of the magnitude of the 
works entered upon by th e Corporation, and the ex- 
tended market accommodat ion required by the increas- 
ing trade of the town, it b ecame necessary to expend, 
in the completion of the ro arkets and street improve- 
ments, moneys exceeding £200,000, and that the 
Council, in order to effect a more advantageous sale 


at a future time, of proper ty which they had acquired Appendix F. 
in connexion with the im provements, and which by r ~7 
the Act of 1847 (s. 62 & 6 3), they had power to sell , fitted to tho 
and apply to the eompletic n of these works, proceeded Commis- 
to borrow these moneys as a temporary loan, to be repaid sioners. 
out of the proceeds of thep roperty when sold. ^ j r,. . 

The Council are further p repared to prove that this n a i Cases 
expenditure in excess of £1 50,000,wastoa great extent 0 f the 
rendered necessary by the fact, that when that amount Corporation, 
had been expended, there still remained outstanding 
notices to treat forthe purcli ase of property, which itwas 
absolutely necessary to pu rchase for the execution of 
the works, and which outs tanding notices constituted 

9. The Corporation are prepared to prove that the 

of £ by the 

sums a so borrowed were bond fide expended a - p e n 
Corporation and for the benefit of the Borough. 
tfee eem-pletiea e£ the street aad mark e t im p- r eve- 
meHts eeHtem-plated fey the Aets e£ 4-845 
1847 ' ** ^be purchase e£ prop e rty £er a d dit ktRal 

August 25, 1858. S. Bruce, 

Solicitor to the Corporation. 

Altered and approved the 25 th August, 1858. 

By Order, 

Thomas Jones, Secretary. 

Further Heads of a Case submitted to the Com- 
missioners of 28th July, 1858, and propounded 

by the Corporation of Belfast upon Heads 

Nos. 10, 11, 12, and 13. 

10. The moneys so borrowed and expended as in 9th 
and 10th issues mentioned, and each and every part 
thereof, ought to be charged upon the rates and corpor- 
ate property, in like manner as the moneys borrowed 
on mortgage were statutably chargeable. 

11. The same and every part thereof should be 
charged on each and every part of the rates receivable 
by the Corporation of Belfast under their local Acts. 

12. It would be for the benefit of the Borough of 
Belfast that all the matters now in litigation in relation 
to such moneys so borrowed and expended, should be 
adjusted and arranged. 

1 3. The Corporation hav e takes p aia s te e ad e a w- 
te a s c e rtain what is just ea this subject, ■ aa4 

what is i» aeeev dance with the f ee li n g s ef the 
maj e i : i t y e£ the i nfluential rate payers, anfl they 
submit to the Commissioners that the rate-payers should 
be indemnified from tire costs of the proceedings in the 
Court of Chancery at suit of the Attorney-General, and 
that the special respondents ought to pay those expenses. 

S. Bruce, 

Solicitor to the Corporation, 


Further Heads of a Case submitted on behalf of 

the Corporation of Belfast upon Heads Nos. 

14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, and 21. 

14. The nature of the rates and taxes in this issue 
mentioned is as follows, i.e. : 

1. Borough Rate. — Levied under the authority of the 
Act for the Regulation of Municipal Corporations in 
Ireland, 3 & 4 Vic., c. 108, amended by 3 & 4 
Vic., c. 109. 

2. Police Rate. — Levied under the authority of the 
Belfast Improvement Act, 1S45, as amended by 
the Belfast Borough Extension Act, 1853. 

3. Baths and Wash-homes Rate. — Levied under the 
authority of an Act, 9 & 10 Vic., c. 87, for provid- 
ing the voluntary Establishment in certain Cities 
and Towns in Ireland of Public Baths and Wash- 
houses. 

The extent of the said rates and taxes, is, in point of 
area over which they are distributable, as follows : — 

The Borough Rate is a rate levied off all tenements 
situate within the municipal borough. 

D 2 
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Cases sub- 
mitted- to the 
Commis- 
sioners. 

No. 1 . Origi- 
nal Cases 
of the 
Corporation. 


No. 2. Ap- 
proved Cases 
of the 
Corporation. 


Second. The Police Rate is levied off all tenements 
within the districts of the borough from time to time 
declared by the Town Council to be the districts to be 
lighted and watched by the Council. 

Third. The Baths and Wash-houses Rate is a rate 
levied with, and as part of, the Borough Rate, off all 
tenements within the municipal borough. 

The extent of the said rates, in point of amount, is 
as follows, viz. : — as to Borough Rate. The amount 
which is from time to time required to defray the costs 
and expenses of carrying into effect, within the borough, 
the powers and provisions of the General Municipal 
Corporations Act, not exceeding the amount of 3 d. in 
the pound upon the Poor Law Valuation of all tene- 
ments within the borough. 

Second. As to the Police Rate. The amount which 
is from time to time required by the Council for the 
purpose of defraying the costs and expenses of carrying 
into effect the powers and provisions of the several 
Acts for the Improvement of the Borough of Belfast, 
not exceeding in any one year the sums following, 
viz., the sum of Is. 6 d. in the pound upon all tenements, 
the annual value of which do not exceed £20, and the 
sum of 3s. in the pound upon all tenements above the 
aunual value of £20. 

Third. The Baths and Wash-houses Rate is to be im- 
posed with, and as part of, the Borough Rate, and not 
exceeding the amount thereof, viz., 3d in the pound. 

The gross amount of each of these rates imposed 
during the present year is as follows : — 

Borough Bate, 

Police Rate, 2s. 2 cl. and Is. ^d. per £, . £ 

No Baths and Wash-houses Rate has been struck this year. 
15. The only other Boards having jurisdiction within 


the borough for the purposes of levying rates, are the 
Board of Guardians for the Poor, and the Board of Water 
Commissioners. The officers of these Boards will appear 
before the Commissioners to give the necessary infor- 
mation upon this head. 

16. The only Board or Body Corporate to which this 
inquiry can relate is the Board of the Belfast Water 
Commissioners. The feelgreat d-iffienfey 

is elfemg to the 4fem«fessieH- 
muksau Yesnr"No'\ eFS ©P*tHOH «pOH the SH-bjeet 
of snob attndgat n atiea. -1-bey 
wetild prefer that the learned UoH i - m issieRe^ 
should? so for as they eoRsis t e titly ea«? asce rt ain 
•p a b lie opinion on this sahjeet. 

■i-S. The -GorperatioH? m answer to this head? 

respeetftdly re f e r to th e ir a n s w er 

[Let the Corpora - aaer-v *6? feat should the 

lion submit their , 1 , ’ . . - . 

views in such form lea rn e d tdetftHH.ssioners desire to 
as then man 'think fenow the o p i ni on of Members of 
proper. ] the Corporation? as to tlie manner 

of eonsolidatiea ia this ejaery c on templated? they 
will sttbmit their views as te the -manner ia whieh 
saeh eonseiidatioH (if des irabl e) should be made. 

19. It would be desirable that provision should he 
made for a single and uniform collection of all rates 
which are or can be imposed at the beginning of each 
year for the ensuing year. 

20. The Corporation respectfully refer the Commis- 
[&e notes to 16 and 18.] 

sioners to their answer to No. 18. 
S. Bruce, 

Solicitor to the Corporation. 


No 2 Heads of a Case submitted to the Commissioners under the Commission of 28th July, 1858 r 

and propounded by the Town Council of the Borough of Belfast, on behalf of the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Burgesses of the said Borough, upon Heads Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 9, as 
altered and amended by the Commissioners. 


In pursuance of tlie directions of the Commissioners, 
the Council proposes to apply each head of case and 

proof, according to tlie numerical, order indicated by 

the Commissioners, and, therefore, in the first head pro- 
pound as follows : — 

1. That the Corporation of Belfast did borrow a sum 
of £150,000 under and by virtue of the powers con- 
ferred upon them by 8 & 9 Vic., entitled, “An Act lor 
the Improvement of the Borough of Belfast and did 
also borrow a sum of £50,000 under and by virtue of 
tlie powers conferred upon them by the 9 Vic., entitled, 
“ An Act for the better Lighting and Improving tlie 
Borough of Belfast.” 

2. That the entire of the said two sums was ex- 

pended under tlie Acts of the 8 & 9 Vic. (1845), and 
10 Vic. (1847). , , n _ 

3. Moneys have been borrowed by the Corporation 
of Belfast otherwise than under the Acts for the Im- 
provement of the Borough of Belfast — that is to say, 
£47,868 2s. Id., and £35,498 17s. id. 

4. That certain moneys were expended by the Cor- 
poration of Belfast, otherwise than under the said Acts, 
amounting to the sum of £83,366 19s. lid. 

5. The sums of money borrowed by the Corporation 
under said Acts, which are now properly chargeable 
upon the rates and other corporate property, amount 
to the sum of £ 200 , 000 ; but this gross sum is to he 
diminished by payments to the amount of £29,000. 

7. The sums of money expended by the Corporation 
of Belfast, which are not properly chargeable on the 
rates and other corporate property, are the sums of 
£47,868 2s. Id. and £35,498 17s. id., referred to in 
the statement of the Council (No. 3). 

8. That sums amounting to £200,000, subject to 
he diminished by payment as aforesaid, are properly 
chargeable upon the rates and other Corporate pro- 


perty. 

9. The Corporation : 


i prepared to prove that the 


sum of £83,364 19s. lit?., so borrowed, was bond fide 
expended by the Corporation and for the benefit of the 
Borough of Belfast. 

S. Bruce, 

Solicitor to the Corporation. 

August 25, 1858. 

Further Heads of a Case submitted to tlie Com- 
missioners of 28th July, 1858, and propounded 
by the Corporation of Belfast upon Heads 
Nos. 10, II, 12, and 13. 

10. The moneys so borrowed and expended as in 9th 
and 10th issues mentioned, and each and every part 
thereof, ought to be charged upon tlie rates and cor- 
porate property in like manner as the money borrowed 
on mortgage were statutahly chargeable. 

11. The same, and every part thereof, should be 
charged on each and every part of the rates receivable 
by the Corporation of Belfast under their local Acts. 

12. It would he for the benefit of the Borough of 
Belfast that all tlie matters now in litigation in relation 
to such moneys so borrowed and expended, should he 
adjusted and arranged. 

13. The Corporation submit to the Commissioners 
that the rate-payers should he indemnified from the costs 
of the proceedings in the Court of Chancery at suit of 
the Attorney-General, and that the special respondents 
ought to pay those expenses. 

S. Bruce, 

Solicitor to the Corporation. 

Further Heads of Case submitted on behalf of 
the Corporation of Belfast upon Heads Nos. 

14. 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, and 21. 

14. The nature of the rates and taxes in this issue 
mentioned is as follows, i.e . : — 

1. Borough Rate . — Levied under the authority of 
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the Act for tlie Regulation of Municipal Corpora- 
tions in Ireland, 3 & 4 Vie., c. 108, amended by 
3 & 4 Vic., c. 109. 

2. Police Rate . — Levied under the authority ol^ tlie 
Belfast Improvement Act, 1845, as amended by 
the Belfast Borough Extension Act, 1853. 

3. Balks and Wash-houses Rate . — Levied under the 

authority of an Act, 9 and 10 Vic., c. 87, for pro- 
viding the Voluntary Establishment in certain 
Cities and Towns in Ireland of Public Baths and 
Wash-houses. . . . , 

The extent of the said rates and taxes is m point ot 
rrea over which they are distributable, as follows : — 

The Borough Rate is a rate levied off all tenements 
situate within the municipal borough. 

2 The Police Rate is levied off all tenements within 
the districts of the borough from time to time, declared 
by the Town Council to be the districts to be lighted 
and watched by the Council. . , 

3. The Baths and Wash-houses Rate is a rate levied 
with and as part of the Borough Rate off all tenements 
within the municipal borough. . 

The extent of the said rates in point of amount is as 
follows, viz. ; as to Borough Rate— the amount which " 


liabilities of the Board about to be transferred ; and Appendix F. 
that the other assets, such as plant, <kc., should be used Cases sub _ 
for the purposes for which they were originally designed: mitted to the 
as to the liabilities, that they should be paid by the Commis- 
Corporation according to their priorities, and in all other sl0Ucrs - 
respects as they would have been had the Water Board ^ 2 Ap- 
been continued. The residue of the inquiry has been p rove d Cases 
already answered. , , . , °f tlie .. 

2 1 . Yes. The present rate levied under the local Act, Corporation. 
1S45, should be abolished, and in lieu thereof the Coun- 
cil should be empowered to levy the following rates : 

1. An Improvement Rate, to be levied off all tene- 
ments within the districts from time to time lighted and 
watched by the Council, not exceeding in the whole the See Append! 
sum of Is. in the pound upon all tenements not exceed- R- 
s wmiiii ing the annual value of £20 ; and the sum of 2s. in the 
declared pound upon all tenements above the amnual value of 
" ' £20 : this rate to be charged with the existing mortgage 

debt of the Corporation as a first charge, and with the 
securities to be issued for the present unsecured debt 
as a second charge, and also with a further sum to be 
borrowed as mentioned in answer to Query No. 25; this 
rate to be applied, together with the proceeds of the 
•kets and of all other real property of the Col-porn- 


follows, vis. , » to and *ex- tion, to the payment of the interest on these debts, the 

from time to time required to dehay the costs ana ex , 1 J fund 0 f £3 000 a-year, and to 

penses of carrying into effect, provide a fond of £1,500 a-year under the 384tli see. 

powers and provisions of the ,, „f the Act of 1 845 for the Improvement of the streets of 

po rations A* ^ S ^ h — ***!*■«• 


pound upon the Poor La' 

within the borough. . , . . 

2. As to the Police Rate— the amount which is from 
time to time required by the Council for the purpose ot 
defraying the costs and expenses of carrying into effect 
the powers and provisions of the several Acts for the 
Improvement of the Borough of Belfast, not exceeding 
in any one year the sums following, viz. : The sum of 

l.s. 6 d. in the pound upon all tenements the annual value 

of which docs not exceed £20, and the sum of 3s. in 


2. A Police Rate, to be levied off all districts lighted 
and watched, upon a uniform poundage scale not ex- 
ceeding Is. 2d. in the pound; to be applied to the pay- 
ment of the police force and lighting of the streets of 
the borough, the maintenance of the fire establishment, 
and some other miscellaneous purposes connected tliere- 

3. ’ A Paving Rate, to be levied at a uniform poundage 
rate not exceeding 7 d- in the pound upon all tenements 

micipal borough; to be applied 


“T^Buths^-^^m ^imposed 

with and as part of the Borough E^e and n t excee ^ ^ Town Council; the Corporation are of opinion 
ing the amount thereof viz aA in tlie pound. tbat the preS ent scale of taxation under the Belfast 

The gross amount of each of thesejates imposed , )e abolished; and a uniform poundage 

during the present year is as follows . mte be imposed upon all tenements subject to the pay- 

Borough Rate, • • _• > ment of rates under the provisions of that Act. 

P tund, ’ . 1 21,320 ,5 4 S. BRUCE, 

No Bath’s and Wash-houses Rate has been struck this Solicitor to Coloration. 

15. The only other boards having jurisdiction within 
- - - - ■> r i — ,-oiso ovg the 


Heads of Case on behalf of the Corpouatton of 
Belfast, under Nos. 22, 23, 24, 25, and 26. 


22. Under the Belfast Improvement Act, 1847, power 
to the Town Council, within the period of 


the borough, for the purpose of levying rates, 

Board of Guardians for tlie Poor, and Board of Y ater 
Commissioners. The officers of these boards will ap- 
pear before the Commissioners to give the necessary 

i n, jQ m: Tlie'oidY board or body corporate to which this three years, to divert, straighten, widen, deepen, em- 

inonirv can relate is the Belfast Water Commissioners, bank, and culvert over so much of the stream or water- 

The Corporation are of opinion that upon public grounds course, called the Blackstaff River, as lies within the 
it wouhl be advisable to consolidate that Board with the borough, and for that purpose to purchase certain lands 
it would oe aavisaoio in Sched , lle B to that Act annexed. This Act did not 

° 1 P S 01 Such consolidation should take place by a trails- provide any funds for the execution of that work. The 
fer of all the powers, properties, assets, and liabilities of Corporation did not exercise the power within the time 
the Water Commissioners to the Town Council ; by limited by the Act, and it has consequently expired. 
eSendfn' the hmits fixed by the Belfast Water Acts, Under the Belfast Improvement Act ,1850,. power 
and mala n"- same co-extensive with the municipal was given to the Town Council, within the peuod of 
boro u"-h ; and abolishing the subdivision of the town two years to carry out the improvement of the said 
into the several wards, as fixed and defined by that Blackstaff River, and to purchase the lands required for 

that purpose, provided that the consent of the owners, 
Vq 'imp on i v rates which can be collected together lessees, and occupiers of the said lands should be first 
are those which are imposed at the commencement of had and obtained; and power was thereby given to the 
-the year for the ensuing year. The Borough Bate, Couneil to borrow, on the security of the rates he sum 
SSJgbT and Water Bate are tlie only rates levied of £15,000, to be applied in the execution of the «ud 


Police Rate, and Water 1 . - 

within the borough which can be so imposed; and 
the event of the consolidation of these boards, provision 
could be made for collecting these rates together. 

20. The provision to be made as to the assets and 
liabilities should be as follows ; that is to say, as to all 
available assets, that they should be transferred to 


semrate account in the name of the Corporation, and to Council, and to the Town Council to purchase Horn the 
beexclusively applicable towards the liquidation of the said company the bridge over the River Lagan, called 


work. ' But inasmuch as the conseut of the owners of 
the lands required to be taken could not be obtained, 
the Corporation have not carried the provisions of the 
said Act into execution. 

By the said Improvement Act of 1847, power was 
given to the Lagan Bridge Company to sell to the Town 
Council, and to the Town Council to purchase from the 
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Appendix F. the Lagan Bridge, and all Louses, buildings, and other 
Caseasub works , rights, easements, privileges, and hereditaments 
mitted to the belon S in g to tbe said company ; including all tolls, dues, 
Commis- and charges payable to the said company ; and it was 
sioners. provided that the said bridge, so soon as the same should 

„ be purchased by the Corporation, should for ever there- 

proved Cases after be °P en t0 the public free of toll. But, inasmuch 
of the ~ 35 110 fun . ds w ? re provided by that Act for the purchase 
Corporation, of the said bridge, the Town Council have not yet pur- 
chased the same. 

23. With respect to the Blackstaff, the Corporation 
are not prepared to carry out the improvement of the 
said river in the way contemplated by the said Acts of 
1847 and 1850; but they are anxious, in the first in- 
stance, to endeavour to remedy the nuisance caused 
thereby, by diverting the Pound-burn into the sewers 
of the town, and thereby preventing the pollution of the 
said Blackstaff river. 

They are of opinion that, the said Lagan Bridge should, 
with the co-operation of the Grand Juries of the counties 
of Antrim and Down, be forthwith purchased from the 
Lagan Bridge Company, under the power given by the 
said Act of 1847, and opened to the public free of toll. 

24. The Corporation are of opinion that powers should 
be given to them for the following purposes : — 


To divert the waters of the Pound-burn into the 
sewers of the town, before the same empties itself into 
Blackstaff river. 

To enable the Corporation to sue for any rates and 
arrears of rate exceeding the sum of £20 in Her Ma- 
jesty’s Superior Courts of Record, inasmuch as it has 
lately been- held by the Court of Common Pleas that the 
only remedy, at present existing, for recovery of such 
rates is by application to the magistrates at petty ses- 
sions for a warrant to distrain ; and the said magistrates 
may refuse such application upon insufficient grounds, 
and yet no appeal lies from their decision, nor is there 
any mode of reversing it, unless they should state upon 
the face of the order the legal grounds upon which such 
application is refused, thereby furnishing grounds for a 
writ of certiorari. 

25. The Corporation are of opinion that, for the pur- 
pose of enabling them to purchase the Lagan Bridge, to 
divert the Pound-burn, and to complete the sewers of 
the town, they should be empowered to borrow a further 
sum of £15,000. 

26. Answered by No. 25. 

S. Bruce, 

Solicitor to the Corporation. 


No - on behalf of : Jom, F*. ft.ansoK, and other Batwwto 

the Bate- under Clauses from 1 to 9 of the published Analysis of the Commission. 

payers 1 to 8 inclusive. These clauses of the analysis involve That monev was feni-mw.ivl --,.>,1 A-™,, i .i a 

gras* ■»»«•» <* ;■> mk* tie ““ L™, srwjs 4 ."*!^ " 0l " a - 

are the accounting parties ; and said rate-payers reserve 
to themselves the right to dispute, impeach, surcharge, 
and falsify the accounts as furnished by the Corporation. 

9. Under this head said rate-payers propound and 
are prepared to establish in evidence, that the 

sums of money illegally borrowed, and large sums That under the circumstalnces aforesaid, and for other 
illegally expended by the Corporation, and not pro- reasons, the sums borroweld and expended without 
perly chargeable on the rates, wePe se bedewed and a»*erity ©f P arliament - , ■ (and net pr operly c har-c- 
e-xpended fey the UerpenaitieB? net under any mis- eH the rates? were not borrowed or expended 

take o|r misannrehension of the bond fide, or for the benefit of the borough. 


That money v,*,., uuu „„ 

standing the refusal of the Legislature 1 to grant powers 
tor the purpose. 

That no benefit derivabl o by the borough from any 
ol the works or purchases of the Corporation can be 
commensurate with the amount expended on said 
works and purchases. 

That under the circumsta nces aforesaid, and for other 


[The matters struck power 
out are merely evi- Parliam 
deuce in support of ledge oj 


the allegation that the 


actions 


Henry N. Smith, 

Solicitor for said Bate-payers. 
Belfast, August 28, 1858. 


moneys nu. uunu . ■ 

fide borrowed and ex- tention! 
pended, and may he and 
proved under that alle- wei - 

Lm, 

that there should he lhat] 
any statement of the and C 4i 
nature of the evidence and ae a 

ftWint-iu-a pi . op J i( 

whom 

and fraudulent interferenc 
constitution of the burgess 
carrying out these illegal t 


any representation in the Cjouncil. 


That included in such e| 
exorbitant sums paid for 
Solicitor, which costs 


I xpenditures, are vast and 
osts to the Town Clerk and 
submitted to and paid by 


services in the maintaining 
ence with the burgess roll, 
the ascendancy in the Coun 
cular political party. 1 
That in portions of the t 
to the advantage of indivi 
prejudicial to the rate-paye 
That an amount of costs 
of all proportion to the Co 
purchased, or the works ex 
That purchases were m 
tion, wholly inconsistent w 
legitimate objects of the Co 
That such purchases were 
reckless, and unprofitable. 

That some of said pureha 
of the report and recomml 
of Inquiry. 


tie% sot «s4e¥ asy mis- 
r misapprehension of the 
conferred by the Acts of 
ent, but with full know- 
f the illegality of the trans- 

, and with a deliberate in- ■ 

of exceeding their power Propositions submitted on behalf of J ohn Francis 
olating the statutes, and a 

herefore, not borrowed or 
ed bond fide. 

such sums were borrowed 
pended without the consent 
ainst the wishes of a large 
ion of the rate-payers, 
the Corporation, by corrupt 
e with the formation and 
roll, and with a view of 
ransactions, excluded from 


Ferguson, Esq., asd e t - hcra , Rate-payers, under 
clauses from 10 to 13 of the published Analysis 
of Commission. J 

[The names of the other rate-payers should have been set out.'] 

10, 11. Un d er beads s-e and ** the said rate- 
propose to establish by evi- 
that by corrupt and fraudu- 
erference with the formation 
nstitution of the burgess 
nd other malpractices, on 


payers 

[Not within the dence, 
range of inquiry. If lentint 
the object is to convey 
that the debt should ^ 
ot be a charge, let it 


the Corporation, not bond Jude, but as a reward for his 
services ill t.lie maint*;,,;™! lvn- tlwv 1 r. . 


by the aforesaid interfer- 
ed other corrupt practices, 
cil and borough of a parti- 

xpenditure regard was had 
dual members in a manner 
rs. 

were paid to an amount out 
rporate funds, the property 
ecu ted. 

ade for purposes of specula- 
ith the powers, duties, or 
rporation. 

speculations — improvidon t, 

•ses were made in defiance 
lendation of Commissioners 


ie a cnarge, let it r<d h 

j stated, without the pa. 

matter which cannot agents 

b, 

time Wi 

and have been for many ye 
representation in the Town 
such malpractices is that su 
and the representative prl 


Secondly. — That the deb| 
[Ditto.] 


ingand| 
sented 

such rate-payers are still u| 
den of this debt; and that 
circumstances, be taxed w. 
Thirdly. — That portion o| 
reason 

[Ditto.] rupt p| 

rates 

impose adequate rates. 


of the Corporation and its 
alarge proportion ofthe rate- 
of the borough were, at the 
hen this debt was incurred, 
ars past excluded from any 
Council; that the result of 
ch exclusion still prevails, 
inciple cannot, for a long 


time, reassert itself in the b orough; and the imposition 
of this debt on such rate-p ayers would, therefore, be 


taxation without representaltion. 
a ,n„ mi.i XT.. ’>h was incurred against the 
]as expressed in Town meet- 
j otherwise, of such unrepre- 
land other rate-payers; that 


nwilling to assume the bur- 
they ought not, under the 
thout their consent, 
f this debt was incurred by 
of the Corporation, for cor- 
urposes, leaving arrears of 
ncollected, and neglecting to 
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12. Under this head the 
others 

[This cannot be in esta blisj 


said John F. Ferguson and 
will submit and propose to 
h in evidence, that it would 


don isrYes or No J*" not * 3e fj or t ' ie benefit of theBorough 


that thl 

be adjusted and arranged, ul 
place the municipal adminil 
such a basis, as by a fair an' 
parties in the Council will 
rate-payers, and secure the 
13. As the term upon wj 
should be] 
[Ditto.] said J. F. 

that inas 

above referred to at pre 
discontinued (for which the 
long time, continue to prev 
stitutional working of the 
elections, a due proportion o 


leaving the representative 
just itself ; if this shall be d| 
withstanding the decision i' 
liamentary Committee) will 
ary matters, by the proposil 
eeived by the committ ee,] whieh 
as follo w s :— 


e Chancery litigation should 
nless upon such terms as will 
stration of the Borough' on 
d just representation of all 
merit the confidence of the 
against future losses, 
jhich alone said litigation 
adjusted and arranged, the 
Ferguson andothers submit, 
much as the malpractices 
sent prevent, and even if 
re is no security) will, for a 
ent the legitimate and con- 
machinery of the municipal 
f liberal members should be, 


at the next election, admitted to the Town Council, 


system thenceforth to re-ad- 
one, said rate-payers (not- 
n their favour of the Par- 
even yet abide, as to pecuni- 
tion submitted to and re- 


That a sum of £25,000 be paid by the special res- Appendix.]?. 

pondents to trustees to be named by — - 

JfcL^nt&ifhe 8aid *ate-payers to be applied by 

evidence on this if he ^ trustees ; _F lr st, m paying to Commis . 

said rate-payers their costs of op- sioners. 
posing the bills of 1857 and 1858, and of this inquiry. — 
Secondly — In paying to the relator, for his costs, loss nal ’ Cages ^ 
of time, and expenses connected with the Chancery pro- t jj e jj a te- 
ceedings, and for his services to the town, such sum as payers 
such trustees shall think fit. . 

Thirdly In indemnifying the relator against any air - 

costs now given against him, or to which he may be 
liable at the instance of any of the special respondents. 

Fourthly.— That the balance be applied to the Im- 
provement Fund. 

IIeney N. Smith, 

Solicitor for said Rat e p aye r s. 

Belfast, September 3, 1858. 

[The names oj the rale-payers must be set out ; if not, this must 

be considered as the case of Mr. Ferguson alone — C. C.J 

The list of a number of persons has been furnished. 

In consequence of the rulings of the Commissioners on 
the above propositions, my clients withdraw from the 
inquiry; and 1 have handed in a protest on their be- 
half, stating their reasons for doing so. 

Heney N. Smith. 

September 6, 1858. 


No 4 Propositions submitted oil behalf of. John Fbancis Femoson, Esq., and other rate-payers, No. 1 . Ap- 

und'er Clauses from 1 to 9 of tie published analysis of the Commission, as altered by the Com- 
MISSIONERS. payers. 


1 to 8 inclusive. These Clauses of the analysis in- 
volve matters of account in respect of which the Corpo- 
ration are the accounting parties ; and said rate-payers 
reserve to themselves the right to dispute, impeach, 
surcharge, and falsify the accounts as furnished by the 
Corporation. 

9. Under this head said ratepayers propound, and are 
prepared to establish in evidence, that the sums of money 


borrowed and expended by the Corporation, and not 
properly chargeable on the rates, were not borrowed or 
expended, bona fide, or for the benefit of the Borough. 

The Commissioners’ alterations are adopted; subject to 
their ruling in the margin of the original propositions. 

Henry N. Smith, 
Solicitor for said rate-payers. 

Belfast, August .30, 1858. 


I beg respectfully to say — 

In reply to No. 10 ; that no portions of the moneys 
illegally borrowed should be charged on the rates, or 
other Corporate property ; but that sueh property as 
may have been p urch ased with sueh rceaeysshfdi 
be rcconyeyed t© the Treasur er? er seld rot his 
be n efit? eft his u nd e rtabi ftg te repay te ah parties 
lreo» whom he unlawfully rceeived moneys? the 
sums se rec e iv ed. 

In reply to No. 11 ; that in case the whole or any por- 
tion of such sums should be charged, by consent? such 
charge should be upon the entire Borough, as it now 
exists, or may hereafter be further extended. 

In reply to No. 12 ; that it anight ? perhap s? he ler 
the b e ne fi t el the borough? but 

[Say Yes or No, eftly te a very trivia l e xt eat ? R 
or upon terms follow- ^ jigga&eB eeuid be adjus t e d 
,n ^ aed ar r ang e d ? but that it would 

be art eutrage eft the first principl es el ee nstitn - 
t ie r ta l lib e rt y? and cal culat ed te d es troy the eeftfi- 
de nc e el the peop le hr the admimstra tieft el justice? 
il s uch arrang ement were ftet lounded ©ft tire 
ve hm ta r y ag reem e ft t el the suiters. 

feplyro ^v©. + 5 ? that fit any event the respert- 
deftts should be compelled? be- 

[Not within (he lore reserving any rebel? te de 
scope^ of the Commis- ^ ^eir power te preeure ler 

ties which t hey would new p roba b l y hav e fit such 
•Qerperatien? but ler the malp racti ce s el sueh re- 


And further, that such respondents should carry out 
their own proposition, made in June, 1856, which wa3 
as follows : — 

To pay £10,000 to the town, to be appropriated to 
the costs of obtaining an Act for relief, by consent, and 
to the erection of a town hall, or other public building; 
£5,000 to the Relator for his loss of time, and the risk 
incurred by him in carrying out such proceedings; 

£ c - ,qgo te Mr. - Fr ancis - R ea? te 

[Not within scope of , mn | . I-. :,? . f or W .. .... 

Commission.] . t:i i n c cl ' c i n "- LI I ikr.v d c 

erder te prevent sueh proce ed in g be i ng e e m - 
on eft e ed er c arrie d eut by his sen? and £3,000 for 
the costs of the solicitor of the Relator. 

That such payment should be further increased by 
the costs and loss to which the rate-payers, represented 
by Mr. Henry Nelson Smith, Mr. Adam JohnMacrory, 
Mr. John Suffern, and the Relator have been put, by 
opposing the applications made to Parliament, and at- 
tending this inquiry; also, by all costs and loss to which 
the Relator may have been, or may be directly or indi- 
rectly subjected to, in consequence of filing the new 
information, to obtain relief thereby for the respondents. 

That se curi t y sheul d be giv e n te p reeur e the 
bena fide carr y ing eut el a petition? at the suit el 
the Gerperafien? t© secur e a r e taxatie n el the eests 
el J eh« Ra t es? and a» aeeeuftt el ail mon e ys re- 
ceived by h«» d u ring his ee nn e x - io ft with the C e r - 

Joiin Rea. 

Belfast, September 9th, 1858. 


No. 5. Origi- 
nal Cases of 
Mr. JohnEea. 
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Appendix F. I beg respectfully to say — 

Cases~sub- re Pty to ^°- ^ '> that it would not be desirable, 

mitted to the but the contrary, to consolidate any Board or Body 
Ccmmis- Corporate with the (Municipal) Corporation, 
sign ers. In reply to No. 17, that +4 would Be de sirab le 4e 

No. 5. Origi- eeuselidate die Beard ef Water 

nal Cases of [T/us is contradic- Ce- mm issienersy and die Muui- 
Mr. John Kea. ; sc “”,f eipai Oer p e ratie a whh eaeh 

of the Commission. ] other? and se form ene Beard 

er -Cerperadeny to exeeute die 
defies aed eejeiy die powers ©4 he4h. 

Bi feply 4e -N-e. u-S? thaS forty m e mbe rs sh ah Be 


selected By die -Gemmissieiiersy 
[Not within the feifl a list ©4 (forty? el' whom 

2 ] 0ftkc C — *Birty shall Be po4fewa*d fey 

die Mayer? and ddrty By die 
- R e lato r? wkiek joiat list shall Be approved el' at a 
town meeting? or at two separate piddle meetings 
©1' the supporters asd op pon e nt s ©4' the present 
Town -Gemieil? before B e ing- laid Bef or e the Com- 
missioners. 

September 20, 1858. John Rea. 

I agree to this as amended. — J ohn Rea. 


No. 6. Ap- jSfc 

proved Cases 

of Mr. John On No. 9 I respectfully submit that the expenditure 
not authorized by Parliament was not bona fide, or for 
the benefit of the borough. 

John Rea. 

I beg respectfully to say — 

In reply to No. 10, that no portion of the moneys 
illegally borrowed should be charged on the rates, or 
other corporate property. 

In reply to No. 11, that in case the whole or any por- 
tion of such sums should be charged, such charge should 
be upon the entire borough as it now exists, or may 
hereafter he further extended. 

In reply to No. 12, yes. 

September 13, 1858. John Rea. 

In reply to No. 13, I beg respectfully to say — 

That as the Commissioners have expressed then- 
opinion that by the terms of their Commission they are 
not empowered to receive evidence relative to changes 
alleged to he required in the constitution of the Corpo- 
ration, and that the propositions for settlement should 
he confined to pecuniary terms only : — 

I hat the Treasurer shall, on or before Saturday next 
return to the Rev. Dr. Edgar and the other gentlemen 
usually denominated Scrip Creditoi-3 (not heretofore 
paid), the sums of money received by him from them 
without interest. ’ 

That the balance between the amount due to himself 
and the sum of £50,000 shall he lodged by the Treasurer 
to the credit of the Accountant-General, to the abate- 
ment of the rates. 


That the town shall keep the property, and consent 
to be encumbered with the full sum of £200,000, Wally 
borrowed, whether properly or improperly applied. 

That all the questions as to costs shall be settled in 
the Court of Chancery, and be paid out of the fund. 

That the Treasurer and members of the Corporation 
shall settle their own differences as to allocation of costs 
or claims upon each other, as they may think fit ■ or 
that the Bill of 1S5S shall be recommitted, upon* the 
undertaking of the promoters to abide by such terms as 
the members of the Select Committees of 1857 and 1S5S 
or either, shall direct. 

Dated, September 15th, 1858. John Rea. 

I beg respectfully to say — 

In reply to No. 19, no; as it is a matter of detail 
winch a proper governing body would easily arrange. 

In reply to No. 20, no; for same reason, except that 
boundaries should be conterminous. 

, 1" !?&'•*>; M. 7"> «•* #» mb* sale of tie 
Act of 1845 should he restored. 

In reply to No. 23, no. 

In reply to No. 24, several. 

In reply to No. 25, certainly not. 

In reply to No. 26, none to the present Corporation 
but to a properly formed new Board very extensive. ’ 
John Rea. 

I beg respectfully to say, in reply to No. 21— 

That the rating scale of the Act of 1S45 should be 
restored. 

J ohn Rea. 


No. 7— IIeads of a Case submitted to the Commissioners of 28th T„U- isse , i , 

certain Owners of Property in the District added X the BornS’J Sw! ? 

Borough Extension Act, 1853,” upon issues, Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, if, 13, 14 f tte BeIfast 


1. That the moneys borrowed and expended by the 
r c„„ ,, ,, KT m Corporation, were not so borrowed 
^ ea °. '] and expended for the benefit of that 
portion of the borough annexed to the old borough by 
the Act of 1853. 

2. That such new district should he exempted from 
liability for any‘debts or loans incurred, or any moneys 
expended, prior to such annexation. 

3. That in case of any legislation, a more definite 
criterion for the imposition of police taxation within 
the borough should be made than that provided by the 
276th section of the Belfast Improvement Act of 1845. 

4- That there should Be a ^adjustment of the 
Hmuieipal wards with a view to give an indepen- 
dent representation in mnnieipal affairs to the rate- 
payers ©4 the new district. 

5. That the Corporation has no means of expending 
money on the new district in improvements required 
therein, and for markets within the new district, for 
construction of wide streets, and other purposes. 

6. That market accommodation is required in a loca- 
lity more convenient to the new borough than the site 
of the present markets. 

7 . That under the relative circumstances of the old 
borough and the new district, a differential rate ought 


to be made on the new district, to meet the actual ex- 
penditure by the Corporation upon the same, for light- 
ln S> P avin S> watching, aud cleansing, and no more ° 

8. That the new district should be placed upon the 
basis of one or other of the Local Acts in force in Bur- 

Act, 1853 (16 “417 Vic: c. 118.) I, . tl,e town of 
lowestoft, under “The Lowestoft Improvement Aot, 
18< ! 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 I” “J %£ «• HI-) I" tie town of Salford, 
™!) , ,?• Sl>1 1 M Improvement and Eitension Aot, 
P G VlC ' ®- T 302 -) In th e town of Gravesend, under 
i he rtravesend Improvement Act, 1856” (19 Vic c 26 ) 
In the town of Eolkstone, under “The I’olkstone Im- 
provement Act, 1855” (IS and 19 Vic. c. 147.) In the 
town of Manchester, under “The Manchester General 
Improvement Act, 1S51” (14 aud 15 Vic c 119 ) In 
“ TI “ **" Improvement 
Ac , 1804 (17 and 18 Vm. o. 159.) In the district of 

Impi0Te “"‘ M 

9. That from the embarrassments of the Corporation, 
or from the amounts expended upon the old borough 
the lightmg, paving, watching, sewerage, and cleansing 
ol the new district, have been either entirely omitted’ 
or insufficiently done; and that the new district does not 
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derive benefit from its annexation to the old borough 
commensurate with the rates levied thereupon. 

10. The annexation of the new district was made on a 
representation by, or on behalf of the Corporation, and 
upon the faith that the assets of the Corporation ex- 
ceeded their liabilities ; whereas, in fact, their liabilities, 
and the loans incurred by them, did, at that time, and 
still do, greatly exceed their assets. 


11. That additional building in the new district has Appendix F. 

been prejudiced by its annexation to the old borough. 

12. That the new district has been prematurely Case s srtb- ^ 
taxed, and contrary to the understanding on which its Commis- 
annexation to the old borough was made; and that such sioners. 

premature taxation is injurious, both to the old borough 

and to the new district, and to the present borough as a 

whole. 


No. 8.— Heads of a Case submitted to the Commissioners of 28tli July, 1858, and propounded by No. 8. Ap- 
ccrtain Owners of Property in the District added to the Borough of Belfast, by “The Belfast proved Case 
Borough Extension Act, 1853,” upon issues, Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14. of Prope'™® 


T. That the moneys borrowed and expended by the 
Corporation, were not so borrowed and expended for 
the benefit of that portion of the borough annexed to 
the old borough by the Act of 1853. 

2. That such new district should be exempted from 
liability for any debts or loans incurred, or any moneys 
expended, prior to such annexation. 

3. That in case of any legislation, a more definite 
criterion for the imposition of police taxation within 
the borough should be made, than that provided by the 
276th section of the Belfast Improvement Act, 1845. 

4. That the Corporation has no means of expending 
money on the new district in improvements required 
therein, and for markets within the new district, for 
construction of wide streets, and other purposes. 

5. That market accommodation is required in a loca- 
lity more convenient to the new borough than the site 
of the present markets. 

G. That under the relative circumstances of the old 
borough and the new district, a differential rate ought 
to be made on the new district, to meet the actual ex- 
penditure by the Corporation upon the same for lighting, 
paving, watching, cleansing, and no more. 

7. That the new district should be placed upon the 
basis of one or other of the Local Acts in force in Burton- 
upon-Trent, under “The Town of Burton-upon-Trent 
Act, 1853” (16 and 17 Vic. c. 118.) In the town of 
Lowestoft, under “ The Lowestoft Improvement Act, 
1854” (17 and 18 Vic. c. 161.) In the town of Salford, 
under “The Salford Improvement and Extension Act, 
1853” (16 Vic. c. 302.) In the town of Gravesend, 
under “The Gravesend Improvement Act, 1856” (19 
Vic. c. 26.) In the town of Folkstone, under “The 
Folkstone Improvement Act, 1855” (18 and 19 Vic. c. 
147.) In the town of Manchester, under “ The Man- 
chester Improvement Act, 1851” (14 and 15 Vic. c. 119.) 


In the town of Bolton, under “The Bolton Improve- 
nient Act, 1854” (17 and 18 Vic. c. 159.) In the district 
of Kathmines, under “The Batliminos Improvement 
Act, 1847” (10 and 11 Vic. c. 253.) 

8. That from the embarrassments of the Corporation, 
or from the amounts expended upon the old borough, 
the lighting, paving, watching, sewering, and cleansing 
of the new district have been either entirely omitted 
or insufficiently done ; and that the new district does not 
derive benefit from its annexation to the old borough, 
commensurate with the rates levied thereupon. 

9. The annexation of the new district was made on a 
representation by or on behalf of the Corporation, and 
upon the faith that the assets of the Corporation ex- 
ceeded their liabilities ; whereas, in fact, their liabilities, 
and the loans incurred by them, did, at that time, and 
still do, greatly exceed their assets. 

10. That additional building in the new district has 
been prejudiced by its annexation to the old borough. 

11. That the new district ha3 been prematurely 
taxed, and contrary to the understanding on which its 
annexation to the old borough was made ; and that such 
premature taxation is injurious, both to the old borough 
and to the new district, and to the present borough as a 
whole. 

Further Heads submitted by certain Owners of 
Property added to the Borough of Belfast, by 
the Borough Extension Act, 1853, to the 13tii 
issue of the Commissioners for Inquiry into 
the Municipal Affairs of Belfast. 

The parties who appear before the Commissioners 
under this head submit that they are entitled to the 
costs incurred before the Commission, and before the 
Committee of the Commons, in the years 1857 and 1858. 


No. 9. — Case submitted to the Commissioners on behalf of the following Respondents in the Suit No. 9. Origi- 
entitled “The Attorney-General, at the relation of John Rea, against the Corporation of Belfast, nal and a P- 
and others,” viz.: — John Potts, Samuel Grame Fenton, Frederick Harry Lewis, Robert Steward of°Sneciar C 
Lepper, Samuel Thompson, Samuel M‘Causland, Philip Johnston, William M‘Gee, Samuel Nelson, Respondents, 
and William Hamilton. 


On No. 12. — That it would be for the benefit of the 
borough that all matters now in litigation, in relation 
to the moneys borrowed and expended, which are re- 
ferred to in this head, should be adjusted and arranged. 

On No. 13. — That the terms on which the said litiga- 
tion should be adjusted and arranged, are as follows, 
viz. : — That the unsecured debt now due by the Corpora- 
tion shall be secured by mortgage in like manner as the 
present mortgage debt. That the costs of the relator, in 


the suit above mentioned, shall be paid by the said 
respondents ; and that they shall also pay the costs of 
the Corporation, and abide their own costs in the said 
suit, and, thereupon, that the said information shall be 
dismissed. 

A. Johns, 

Solicitor for the several parties above named. 

August 30, 1S58. 


No. 10 — Case on behalf of James Harkness, Rev. R. Wilson, Agnes Pollock, Eliza Pollock, Rev. R. No. io. Case 
Knox, W. and R. M‘Quistou, and others, being Simple tlentraet Creditors of the Belfast Corpo- °n t e * h er ~ 
ration otherwise than by mortgage. 


Numbers 3, 4, 7, 9, 10, and 11 of Commissioners’ 
Analysis of Heads of Inquiry. 

That the Corporation is indebted to the said simple 
eentraet creditors to the amount of £48,491 9s. 5d., or 
thereabouts, for money lent. 

That interest, varying in amount, on the said sum 
from the month of October, 1854, is due to the said 
creditors. 

That the said sum consists in part of money previ- 


ously lent on mortgage, of which the lenders wishing 
to withdraw a portion, were paid that portion, and 
were handed certificates (hereinafter called “ scrip ”) 
in acknowledgment of the unpaid balance ; in part of 
money lent direct on scrip for three or five years, and 
for the purpose of paying off mortgages; and in part of 
money lent on scrip to be repaid on notice at three or 
six months. 

That the said several sums were duly placed by the 
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Appendix E. respective creditors : in the keeping of John Thomson, 

Treasurer: of the: borough, to be by him invested with 

^ a * es , s ' lb ‘ the Belfast. Banking Company. 

Commis-. C That the said sums were thence withdrawn by the 
sioners. Corporation,, or persons duly authorized on its behalf. 

That the said, sums: were expended .for the public 

•^P- 10 - Case purposes of the borough in the purchase of lands, the 
cate-holders " formation or permanent improvement of streets and 
markets, and generally for carrying into effect the 
various objects and designs of the several Acts of Par- 
liament for the improvement of the borough. 

That the said sum thus borrowed on the security of 
the Corporation, and of the outlay of which the town 
retains the benefit, together with interest thereon, 
should, by Act of Parliament, be secured to the lenders, 
their executors, administrators and assigns, by being 
rendered a valid charge upon the rates and other cor- 
porate property, in like manner as the moneys lent on 
mortgage, pursuant to the statutable enactments of the 
8 and 9 Vic., cap. 143. 

No. n. Case No. 11. — The Belfast "Water Commissioners 
W ater ^om- 1 As to Nos. 16, 17, 18, and 20. — They submit that it 

missioners. would not be desirable to consolidate their Board with 
the Corporation of Belfast, nor with any other body 
corporate. 

As to No. 19. — They submit that it would conduce 
to the interests of the town, that a provision should be 
made for a simple and uniform collection of all the 
rates and taxes of the borough by a Collector-General 
of Taxes, provided such appointment did not entail ad- 
ditional expense. 

As to. No. 21. — They submit that having regard to 
the prospective system of valuation, an alteration should 


The said creditors, under the heads aforesaid, pro- 
pound as follows : — 

No. 3. — That the said sum of £48,491 9s, 5d,, or 
thereabouts, was borrowed, otherwise than under the 
Acts for Improvement of Borough. 

No. 4. — That the said sum of £48,491 9s. 5d., or 
thereabouts, was expended, otherwise than under the 
Acts for Improvement of Borough. 

No. 7. — That the said sum so borrowed is not properly 
chargeable on the rates. 

No. 9. — That the said sum was expended for the 
benefit of the said borough. 

No. 10. — That the said sum should be secured by 
mortgage, in like manner as the sums legally borrowed, 
under the Acts aforesaid. 

Belfast, September 4, 1858. 

J. M. Thompson. 

II. and W. Seeds, Solicitors. 


appear by Mr. John Hitchcock, their Solicitor, 
be made in the scale of taxation by increasing the maxi- 
mum rate to meet the expected decrease in the valuation. 

As to Nos. 22 and 23. — They submit that any pow- 
ers hitherto vested in them, for the purchase of lands, 
and for the supply of water, which may have lapsed, 
or expired, should be revived or renewed. 

As to Nos. 23, 24, 25, and 26. — They submit that 
for the further and expected increase and improvement 
of the town, an additional supply of water will be 
necessary, and for that purpose additional powers of 
purchase of land, aud of raising money, should be given 
to them. 


No. 12. Case 
of Mr. Cun- 
ningham. 


No. 12 . — Case propounded on behalf of Mr. Josias Cunningham and others. 
Heads of Inquiry, 21 and 24. 


21. — That having regard to Griffith’s system of valu- 
ation, no alteration should be made in the scale of 
taxation now existing within the borough. 

24. — That the Corporation should not be empowered 
to levy a rate off any district, unless the three condi- 
tions of lighting,- paving, and watching have been 


duly complied with in regard to the said district ; and 
that the 16th and 17th Vic. c. 114, s. 6, should receive 
a legislative exposition. 

Josias Cunningham. 

Belfast, September 23, 1858. 


No. 13. Case 
ofCapt.Dyer. 


40 Geo. III. 
c. 37 (I.), and 
57 Geo. III. 
c. 57. 


3 Viet. c. 78. 


No. 13 . — Case of Captain Dyer. 
Under the 22nd and 24th Heads of the Analysis (Endorsed.) 
of the Commission. 

20, Wellington-place, Belfast, 

August 26, 1858. 


Sir, — I wish. to adduce. evidence before the Commis- 
sioners: — 1. That the Corporation of the Belfast 
Charitable Society were empowered by the Acts of 
Parliament, given in the margin, to lay on rates for the 
supplying of water to the inhabitants of Belfast. 

2. That these Acts were in part repeated by that now 
stated. 

3. That by the 3rd section of that Act, the sum of 
£800 is payable annually to the Belfast Charitable So- 
ciety from the Water Commissioners, for the benefit 
of certain persons to certain purposes. 

4. That these funds have been, and are in part, mis- 
applied by the President and assistants of the Belfast 
Charitable Society* 

5. That parties who are entitled to the benefit of those 
funds are deprived of it in consequence of such misap- 
plication. 

Under the 24th Head. 

1. That the presentconstitution of theBoard is vicious. 

2. That the manner of calling a general assembly at 
a special meeting of the Corporation is bad. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

George S. Dyer, Captain, r.n., 

A member of the Corporation of the. Bel- 
fast Charitable Society, in virtue of 
having subscribed to its funds £1 Is., 
in December, 1857 {Vide Local Act) 

* Belfast Charitable Society Act (Local). 


20, Wellington-place, Belfast, 
August 27, 1858. 

Sir — I beg to withdraw this letter. 

George S. Dyer. 

To Secretary of the Belfast Municipal 
Commission. 

Under the 24th Head of the Analysis of 
Commission. 

20, Wellington-place, Belfast, 
August 27, 1858. 

Sir, — The Belfast Charitable Society* was incor- 
porated for two purposes, viz. : — 

1. For the Belief and Maintenance of the Poor of 
the Town and Parish of Belfast. 

2. For an Hospital and Infirmary for the reception 
of Sick Poor and Sick Persons of the Town and Parish. 

The law has not been altered in these respects since 
the Society was incorporated in 1774. 

I propose to adduce evidence that the introduction 
of the Poor Law has abrogated the necessity for the first- 
named purpose, and that, consequently, all the assets of 
the charity should merge into that of the second. 

I propose to submit to the Commissioners — 

1 . That the £ 800 no w payable annually by the Water 
Commissioners to the charity! should, for the future, 
either be paid to the Treasurer of the Poor Law Union, 

* 40 Geo. HI. c. 37 (I.), and 59 Geo. IH. c. 57. 

t 3 Viet. C. 79. 
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towards tile reduction of the poor-rate Of the town, 
Or that the payment shall cease and determine. 

2. That all lands, houses, &c., now vested in the char- 
ity* (except the society’s house and grounds attached) 
be sold, the proceeds to be invested in the public funds. 


the interest of the amount to be applied to the uses of Appendix F. 

the charity. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, Casessub- 

n o t\ n nutted to 'the 

GEORGE b. Dr Eli, Gapt. R.N., Commis- 
A Hate-payer of the Borough, sioners. 


No. 

Belfast, August 31, 1858. 

I propose to appear for Mr. James Kennedy, a re- 
spondent in the information at the suit of the Right 
Hon. John D. Fitzgerald, at the relation of John Rea, 
against Sir W. G. Johnston and others, without preju- 
dice to the right of the said James Kennedy, to have 
the Said information heard and disposed of by the Court 
of Chancery in the ordinary way and without further 
delay. 

William Gird wood, Solicitor. 

Draft Case of said James Kennedy. 

With regard to' No. 13 in the “Analysis of the Heads 
of the Commission,” it is proposed to submit that, so far 
as the litigation in question affects the said Janies Ken- 
nedy, the information before-mentioned should be dis- 
missed as against him ; and that all costs and expenses 
incurred by him in relation to said information, or the 
proceedings thereunder, should be paid by the relator, 
or by the special respondents in the original informa- 
tion. 

With regard to No. 9 in the said Analysis, it is pro- 
posed to submit to the said Commissioners that a large 
proportion of the sums of money mentioned therein, 
have not been expended for the benefit of the borough. 

With regard to No. 16, it is proposed to submit that 
the Board of Water Commissioners should be consoli- 
dated with the Town Council. 

With liberty to add to or supplement, and to with- 
draw in accordance with regulations of Commissioners. 

William Girdwood, Solicitor. 


14. 

Belfast, September 13, 1858. 

Sir, — I beg to withdraw the appearance and case 
lodged on behalf of Mr. James Kennedy. 

If the Commissioners wish to examine Mr. Kennedy, 
he will attend at any time required. 

I am your obedient servant, 

William Girdwood. 

Thomas Jones , Esq., Secretary, 

Royal Hotel. 

Heads proposed by Mr. James Kennedy. 

12. It should be arranged. 

13. The terms : — The special respondents paying all 
taxed costs ; the debt to be legalized, and the town to 
take the property and to have power to lease or sell all 
their property by public auction. 

16. It would be desirable to merge the Water Com- 
mission with. 

18. Town Council. 

19. Yes. 

20. Transfer the powers of rating which the Water 
Commissioners have to the To wn Council, and also their 
property. The Town Council to be liable for the debts 
of the Water Commissioners ; and would give the Town 
Council powers of taking water as under Sir John 
Young’s Towns Improvement Bill, and Sir Benjamin 
Hall’s Metropolis Bill. 

21. One uniform rating, and the limit of taxation 4s. 
to the pound. 

25. Not at present. 

James Kennedy. 

September 20, 1850. 


No. 14. Case 
of Mr. Ken- 
nedy. 


No. 15. — Under j 

Memorandum of the Claim of James Keyland. 

James Keyland was possessed of a parcel of ground 
on the east side of May’s Square, in the town of Bel- 
fast, with several dwelling-houses, offices, and other 
buildings thereon. 

The Corporation of Belfast, under the powers con- 
ferred by the 8 & 9 Vic., incorporating the Lands 
Clauses Consolidation Act, required the said premises 
from the said Keyland ; and, accordingly, an agreement 
was entered into by the said Corporation with the said 
James Keyland, under the provisions of the statute, for 
the purchase of the said premises at the price of £1,000. 

At time of said purchase, a judgment against the said 
James Keyland was in force in the penal sum of £600, 
to secure the payment of £300, which affected said 
premises, and in consequence of said incumbrance being 
outstanding, it was agreed that the said purchase money 
should be retained until the said judgment should be 
satisfied on record ; but that upon receiving two days’ 
notice thereof, to be served on the town clerk, the said 
Corporation should provide a sum of £300, for the pur- 
pose of paying off said judgment, and that in the mean- 
time the said James Keyland should execute a convey- 
ance of said premises to the Corporation, and the latter 
should pay him interest at the rate of £4 per cent, for 
the unpaid purchase money. 

In pursuance of said arrangement, the said James 
Keyland executed a conveyance of said premises, bear- 
ing date on the 29th' September, 1852, to the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Burgesses of the Borough of Belfast. 
The Corporation thereupon entered into the possession 
and enjoyment of said premises, and paid interest on 
the unpaid purchase money down to the 5th October, 
1854. 

The Corporation having been called upon by the said 
James Keyland so to do, advanced the said sum of 
'* Belfast Charitable Society (Local Act). 


os. 9, 10, and 11. 

£300, whereupon the sum due on foot of said judgment 
was discharged, and the said James Keyland caused 
satisfaction of same to be entered of record. 

The said James Keyland caused the residue of said 
purchase money to be demanded from the said Corpora- 
tion, but they declined to pay the same on the ground 
that they had been restrained from doing so by an in- 
junction of the Court of Chancery; the Lord Chancellor 
having included said demand in the injunction, inas- 
much as the Corporation had already raised the maxi- 
mum amount of money applicable to such improve- 
ments, securities for which were outstanding, and were 
limited in their power to impose rates in relation to 
those improvements further than the payment of such 
sum so borrowed for that purpose with interest thereon. 

The said James Keyland afterwards instituted a suit 
in the Court of Chancery for payment of the balance 
of said purchase money, with interest, in which the late 
Lord Chancellor pronounced a decree recognising said 
purchase. His lordship afterwards decided that although 
the said purchase was legal under the Act of Parliament, 
yet that the said James Keyland, in strictness, had no 
right to levy the amount of the sum decreed out of pro- 
perty of the Corporation which had been purchased with 
money raised by rates on the town. 

There is now due to the said James' Keyland a sum 
of £700, with a sum of £110 2s. Id. for interest thereon, 
from 5th October, 1854, up to this date, besides costs. 

Of the £83,000 mentioned in the Relator’s cause in 
Chancery and in the injunction, the- sums due to James 
Keyland and Thomas Tilly, constitute the only debts 
due by the Corporation on foot of purchase money. 

Dated this 11th day of September, 1858. 

Davison and Torrens, 
Solicitors for James Keyland, 
23, Donegall-place, Belfast; and 
65, Lower Gardiner-street, Dublin. 

E 2 


No. 15. Case 
of Mr. Key- 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



36 


MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS OF BELFAST. 


Appendix F. Under Nos. 9, 10, 11. 

Cases sub- Further Memorandum as to the Claim of James 
initted to the Keyland. 

Commis- This claimant submits that under tlie statement of 
sign ers. |,j s case already lodged with the Secretary of the said 
No. 16. Case Commission, he is entitled to have his claim separately 
of Mr. Key- reported upon. 

Ian,i - That his claim being for unpaid purchase money of 

premises in the Town of Belfast, taken by tlie Town 
Council under compulsion of their Act of Parliament, 


and that having obtained a decree of the Court of Chan- 
cery recognising said purchase, claimant submits that 
his claim is entitled to be ranked separately from those 
of the unsecured creditors of the Corporation, and that 
he is entitled to payment in full of the balance due him 
for principal, interest, and costs, mentioned in the said 
statement of his claim. 

Dated this 22nd day of September, 1858. 

Davison and Torrens, 
Solicitors for said James Keyland. 


No. ie. Case No. 16.— Under Nos. 9, 10, and 11. Memorandum of the claim of the Rev. Thomas Moore and his 
ma^Moore 0 ' Trustees (Judgment Creditors of Thomas Tilly) for the amount of Purchase Money and Interest. 


Thomas Tilly was seized and possessed of certain pre- 
mises, severally situated in Anne-street, Marlborough- 
street, and Back-lane, in the town of Belfast. 

The Corporation of the Borough of Belfast having 
occasion for same, for purpose of the improvements 
in said town, authorized by the 8th and 9th Victoria, 
and the Council of said borough being empowered by 
said Act and the Lauds Clauses Consolidation Act in- 
corporated therein, to enter upon and take the houses, 
lands, &c., which should be necessary for such improve- 
ments, caused a jury to be duly impannelled at Belfast, 
on the 23rd July, 1846, under the powers of said Acts, 
to value said premises ; which duly found that the sum 
of £1,782 10s. should be paid by the said Council to the 
said Thomas Tilly for the purchase of the said premises, 
and 6 d. for consequential damages. 

And the said Council caused a second jury to be im- 
pannelled under said Acts, to value another portion of 
said premises, accidentally omitted in said former find- 
ing; which jury found that a nominal sum of 6 d. as the 
purchase money, and Gd. for consequential damages. 

And the said Council entered into an agreement 
with the said Thomas Tilly, under said Act, for another 
portion of said premises at and for the price of 5s. ; 
which said several sums amounted in the whole to 


same was insufficient to discharge the said judgment, 
and therefore the said Thomas Moore and liis trustees 
are the persons solely entitled to said sum due by the 
Corporation, as being the produce of property upon 
which the said judgment attached. And the said 
Thomas Tilly has no interest in same, save as it may 
contribute to the discharge of said judgment against him. 

The said Thomas Moore was not bound by the sale 
to the Corporation of the said premises ; and he is ad- 
vised. that he is legally entitled to obtain an elegit on 
said judgment against the said premises so purchased 
by the said Corporation, and take possession not only of 
the premises which have not actually been appropriated 
in forming said street, but to take the portion of the 
street which forms the site of such of said premises as 
have been so dedicated, unless the Corporation shall pay 
the sums due on foot of the said purchase money into 
the Court of Chancery, under the provisions of the 
Lands Clauses Consolidation Act. Of the £83,000 men- 
tioned in the relator’s suit in Chancery and in the in- 
junction, the sums due to Thomas Tilly and James Key- 
land constitute the only debts due by the Corporation 
on foot of purchase money. 

Dated this lltli day of September, 1858. 


£1,782 16s. Gd. 


Davison and Torrens, 


That the said premises were, with other property be- 
longing to the said Thomas Tilly, subject to judgments 
against him and other charges thereon. In order to 
facilitate the town improvements, the said Thomas Tilly 
consented to execute a conveyance of said premises; 
aud the said Council agreed to pay the said purchase 
money when the incumbrancers should discharge the said 
premises; and in the mean time that interest should be 


Solicitors for Rev. Thomas Moore, 
23, Donegall-place, Belfast, and 
65, Lower Gardiner-street, Dublin. 
Under Nos. 9, 10, and 11. Further Memoran- 
dum as to the Claim of the Rev. Thomas Moore 
and his Trustees (Judgment Creditors of Thomas 
Tilly). 


payable to Thomas Tilly for said sum, at the rate of 
four per cent. 

The said Thomas Tilly accordingly, by deed bearing 
date on the 4th September, in the year 1847, conveyed 
to the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the borough 
of Belfast the several premises hereinbefore referred to ; 
and thereupon, among other improvements, the said 
Corporation caused the street known as Victoria-street 
to be cut through said premises ; and the said Corpora- 
tion have since enjoyed the rents and profits of such 
proportion of said premises as were not dedicated to the 
formation of said street. 

The said Thomas Tilly not being able to clear the 
title to said premises, the Corporation continued to pay 
interest on said purchase money until the order for an 
injunction was pronounced by the Court of Chancery, 
restraining the Corporation from paying same. 

The grounds upon which the injunction was granted 
were, that the Corporation had already raised by loan 
the maximum amount authorized by the Statute to be 
applied to improvements, and the power to impose rates 
•was limited to the discharge of such loans. 

The property of the said Thomas Tilly has since been 
sold by the Court for the Sale of Incumbered Estates. 

The said Thomas Moore obtained a judgment against 
said Thomas Tilly, in the Court of Queen’s Bench, in 
the year 1845, for a sum of £6,666 13s. id., which 

is now vested in Nathaniel Home and the Rev. 

Salmon, trustees of the marriage settlement of the said 
Thomas Moore, under which the said Thomas Moore is 
entitled to the interest for his life — *all incumbrances 
prior of said sale in the Incumbered Estates Court ; but 
» Sic. 


Claimants submit that under the statements of their 
ease, already lodged with the Secretary of the said 
Commission, they are eutitled to have their claim sepa- 
rately reported on. 

That their claim being for unpaid purchase money of 
premises in the town of Belfast, taken by the Corpora- 
tion under compulsion of their Act of Parliament, and 
on the other grounds mentioned in said statement ; sub- 
mit that their claim ought to be ranked separately from 
those of the unsecured creditors of the Corporation for 
borrowed moneys, and that said claimants are entitled 
to payment in full of the balance due them for principal, 
interest, aud costs, for the reasons mentioned in the 
statement of their claim. 

Davison and Torrens, 
Solicitors for the said Rev. Thomas Moore 
and his Trustees. 

Dated this 22nd day of September, 1858. 

Case on behalf of the Corporation in answer to 

the Claims lodged by the Rev. Thomas Moore 

and his Trustees, under heads Nos. 9, 10, and 

11. 

The Corporation admit the facts stated in the said 
claim with respect to the valuation and purchase of 
the premises therein mentioned, at and for the sum of 
£1,782 16s. Gd. 

The Corporation admit that the said premises were, by 
deed of conveyance, dated. 4th September, 1847, con- 
veyed to the Corporation, and that the same have been 
used and applied to the purposes of street improvements, 
authorized by the Act of 1845, and that the purchase 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



APPENDIX TO REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS. 


37 


money thereof remained in the hands of the Corporation 
at interest, until certain judgments, appearing to affect 
the same, were satisfied and discharged. 

The Corporation admit that they continued to pay 
interest on the said moneys until October, 1854; but that 
inasmuch as the same were not secured by mortgage 
and formed part of the sum of £84,000 due by the 
Corporation in excess of the amount which they were 
authorized to borrow on mortgage, they were restrained 
by the injunction order made in the cause of the Attor- 
ney-General against the Corporation of Belfast from ap- 


plying any part of the rates or other Corporate property Appendix IT. 
towards payment of that sum or the interest thereof. — - 

The Corporation admit that the said sum, with in- m ;tfed to "the 
terest from oth October, 1854, is still due ; and say, Commis- 
that the same forms part of the moneys which, under the sioners. 

heads Nos. 9 and 10, the Corporation have already sub- 

mitted to the Commissioners, ought to be charged upon 

the rates and other Corporate property. mas Moore. 


Solicitor to the Corporation. 


No. 17 


-Case on behalf of Messrs. William Pirrib and John Miller Pirrie, 
Executors of William Pirrie, Esq., deceased. 


No. 17. Case 
of Mr. Pjrrie. 


The Belfast Town Council having borrowed the sum 
of £200,000, the full amount which they were autho- 
rized by various Acts of Parliament to borrow upon the 
security of the rates and property of the Corporation, 
proceeded to raise further sums of money by unsecured 
loans, upon the written acknowledgments of members 
of the Town Council, the Town Clerk, and the then 
Sub-Treasurer. It was stated on the occasions of mak- 
ing these loans, that so soon as the parties holding 
mortgages on the rates should be paid off, proper legal 
mortgages should be issued to the parties lending the 
money on the acknowledgments already mentioned. 

Mr. William Pirrie, deceased, was one of the parties 
who agreed to lend to the Corporation the sum of £850, 
to bear interest at four per cent., and to be repaid by 
the Corporation after the receipt of three months’ notice 
from Mr. Pirrie calling for payment, or three months 
notice from the Corporation to him of their intention 
to pay him off. 

In pursuance of this arrangement, Mr. Pirrie lodged, 
by direction of the Town Clerk, the sum of £850 in 
the Belfast Bank, upon which occasion he received the 
following receipt : — 

Belfast Bank. 

Belfast, August II, 1852. 

“The Belfast Banking Company have this day placed to 
the credit of the Repayment of Loans, Town Council Account, 
Bight Hundred and Bifty Bounds Sterling, £850 Sterling. 

[To bo entered in Bank Book.] 

“ G. T. Mitchell, Director.'' 

After the lodgement of the money, on producing the 
hank receipt to the Town Clerk, the following acknow- 
ledgment or certificate was handed to Mr. Pirrie: 

“Borough of Belfast, August 11, 1852. 

“ To William Pirrie, of Belfast, Esq. 

“ Sir,— Y ou are this day credited in the books of the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Burgesses of the Borough of Belfast, with the 
sum of Eight Hundred and Fifty Pounds Sterling, lodged 
with the Treasurer of the Borough, to bear interest at the 
rate of four pounds per cent, per annum, and to remain until 
three months after the Council shall have given you a written 
notice, either personally or through the post-office, addressed 
to your usual place of residence, of their intention to pay off 
the said sum, or until three months after thay shall have re- 
ceived a similar notice from you, addressed to the Sub- 
Treasurer, requiring them to do so. 

“James Sterling, j 

* “William Carson, V Members of Council. 

“Samuel Nelson, J 

“John Bates, Town Clerk. 

‘ ‘ James Guthrie, Sub- Treasurer." 

The Corporation paid interest on this loan, at the 
rate mentioned in the certificate, up to 5tli October, 
1S54; shortly after which date, the information at the 
suit of “ the Attorney-General v. the Belfast Corpora- 
tion”, was filed, and an injunction having been obtained, 
restraining the Corporation from paying either the prin- 
cipal or interest to the unsecured creditors, no further 
payment has been made. There is now due Mr. Pirrie’s 
executors, the sum of £850 principal, with interest, 
from 5th October, 1854, at four per cent. 

Mr. Pirrie had no knowledge as to the manner in 
which the money borrowed from him and others was 
applied; but the bank receipt above copied would go to 
prove that the money was paid into a legal and recog- 
nised account, opened in the Belfast Bank with the 
Corporation of Belfast, and they rely on that receipt as 


sufficient evidence to discharge them from seeing further 
to the application of the money. 

Some time before Mr. Pirrie’s death, having been ad- 
vised by couusel that he could recover from the Corpo- 
ration of Belfast, as a Corporation, the sum so lent, he 
brought an action against the Corporation to enforce 
payment thereof. The action has been ready for trial 
for some time ; but notice of trial has not been served, 
in consequence of urgent representations made to Sir. 
Pirrie, that his proceedings would embarrass the special 
respondents very much, and would probably, by the 
litigation, delay or impede the prospect of obtaining an 
Act of Indemnity then about to be applied for ; and, 
as Sir. Pirrie had no desire to embarrass the Corporation 
or the respondents by proceeding to a trial of bis suit, 
lie acceded to these representations and did not proceed 
to trial, in the hope that the Act of Parliament would 
be passed in the last session. 

Said William Pirrie having lately died, his sons, the 
parties on whose behalf this claim is made, are now en- 
titled to said debt as his executors. 

They claim to be entitled to payment of said sum of 
£850, with interest at four per cent, till date of pay- 
ment, and to the costs sustained by the said William 
Pirrie in bringing his said action. 

Evidence proposed to be Adduced. 

Dated 11th August, 1S52: — Receipt of George T. 
Mitchell, Esq., Director of the Belfast Bank, acknow- 
ledging the lodgement of £850, by William Pirrie, to 
the credit of the repayment of Loans Town Council 
Account. 

Dated 11th August, 1852: — Certificate stating, that 
said sum of £850 was lent by said William Pirrie, to 
the Belfast Town Council, to bear interest at 4 per cent. 
Signed by three Members of Council, Town Clerk and 
Sub-Treasurer. 

The accounts of the Belfast Corporation: with liberty 
to examine Mr. Guthrie, the Town Clerk thereon, to 
prove the receipt of said sum of £850 from said William 
Pirrie, and the manner in which same has been applied. 

Affidavit of John Bates, Esq., then Town Clerk of 
Belfast, in the cause of Attorney-General v. the Belfast 
Corporation, wherein he states, as Town Clerk, that — 
“ In addition to the sums so secured by mortgage, the 
said Council have been indebted by simple contract to 
several persons who have advanced money to the 
Council, and generally received certificates in acknow- 
ledgment of the payment of such money, and that the 
whole of said moneys so borrowed as aforesaid, were 
paid directly into the Belfast Bank, and that the said 
Town Council are now so indebted to the amount of 
£48,491 9s. od. 

“ That all the said several sums of money so borrowed 
by simple contract have been expended for the purposes 
of the said borough, and for carrying into effect the 
different purposes of the said Acts of 1845, 1846, and 
1847.” 

Affidavit of certain Members of the Belfast Town 
Council, commonly called “ The Special Respondents” 
in said suit, wherein they state, that — “Their said 
Committees with the sanction of the Council did over- 
draw their account with their Treasurer, and did borrow 
moneys upon temporary loan.” 

“ That the moneys so borrowed have been faithfully 
expended upon purposes to which the funds received 
from the sale of the property of the Council would have 
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ArtGNMx F. been properly; applicable Under the provisions of the 

said Act.” 

mittecf'tothe Notice, fiated 30th August, 1856, calling on the Cor- 
Commis- potation to affix the Corporate Seal ' to the certificate 

sioners. before mentioned. 

- — - Notice, dated 5th September, 1856, calling on the 

tfVr! PhTie. Col 'P orati0n to pay the said sum of £850 and interest 


William Pirrie v. the Belfast Corporation. 

Copy of the -writ of summons and plaint served on 
the Belfast Corporation for the recovery of said sum 
of £850 with interest. 

Copy defence filed by the Corporation in said action, 
with the opinions of Counsel and other documents 
relating thereto. 

Probate of the will of William Pirrie, deceased. 


No. 18. — Head of Inquiry, No. 5. 


N°- 18 . Case 'f 0 the Commissioners appointed to Inquire into the 
of Mr. Reid. Municipal Affairs of the Btn-owjlh of Belfast. 

Claim of James Seaton Reid, Esq.,M.D., and the 

Rev. George Bellis, both of Belfast, and of 

Forrest Reid, Solicitor, of Londonderry. 

Claimants are creditors of the Corporation of Belfast 
for the principal sum of £600, together with interest 
thereon at 5 per cent, per annum, from the 5th October, 
1854, to the present ; and which sum they claim to be 
properly chargeable on the rates and other corporate 
property of the Corporation of Belfast, the debt having 
accrued under the following circumstances. 

By the Belfast Town Improvement Act, 1845, section 
41st, the Town Council of said borough were empowered 
to borrow on the security of the rates of said borough, 
at a lower rate of interest for the repayment of previous 
loans, bearing a higher rate of interest, such sums as 
they might think proper ; and 1 parties so lending to the 
Corporation are by said Act expressly relieved from 
being bound to see to the application thereof. 

That in August, 1850, the said Town Council duly 
passed a resolution, and thereby resolved to exercise the 
power SO vested in them, and to try and get the interest 
on their then debt reduced, such interest being then 
5 per cent: per annum. 

That it appears the said Town Council had at this 
time borrowed at said rate of interest the amount they 
were authorized to raise, and that John Thomson, Esq., 
was then as he still is the Treasurer of the said Town 
Council and of the Town Improvement Fund, authorized 
by said Act to be raised, and was then also and still 
is one of the Directors of the Belfast Banking Company. 

That in order to effect such reduction of interest, the 
Town Improvement Committee of said Town Council 
directed their then Town Clerk and Solicitor, John 
Bates, Esq., to arrange with their said Treasurer and 
said Belfast Bank Directors for carrying their said pur- 
pose into effect; and such arrangement having been made, 
the said Town Improvement Committee by a resolution 
passed at a meeting duly held on the 2nd October, 
1850, and afterwards, viz. : on 1st November, 1850, 
duly confirmed at a meeting of said Town Council, 
resolved to open an account with their said Treasurer 
in said Belfast Bank, under the name of “The Repay- 
ment of Loans Town Council Account,” to the credit 
of which all moneys received as loans for the purposes 
of making repayments should be lodged, and against 
which all repayments of loans should be charged ; and 
such account was thereupon opened in the said Belfast 
Bank- with their said Treasurer. 

That in August, 1852, the claimants agreed with 
John Bates, Esq., the then Town Clerk and Solicitor of 
said Town Council, and who was authorized by the said 
Council to negotiate loans on their behalf for the pur- 
pose aforesaid, to lend to the said Council £600 at 
interest at 4 per cent, per annum for such purpose, and 
for which claimants were to receive the security of a 
mortgage ou the rates of said borough. That said 
Town Clerk then gave to claimants an order in writing 
in the following form : — 

“ The Directors of the Belfast Banking Company will please 
receive from the Rev. George Bellis, Presbyterian Clergyman, 
anil James T. Reid, Medical Doctor, both of Belfast, in the 
county of Antrim, and Forrest Reid, of the city of Derry, 
Solicitor, post-town Belfast and Derry, the sum of .£600 
sterling, and place same to the credit of the repayment of 
loan account. 

“ Belfast, 9th day of August, 1852. 

“ John Bates, Town Clerk." 


That claimants accordingly went on same day to 
said Belfast Bank with said order, and therewith then 
P ai< I in and lodged in said bank to the credit of said 
account the £600 ; that said bank retained said order 
and still have the same, and they then issued to the 
claimants their receipt as follows 

“ Belfast Bank. 


“ The Belfast Banking Company have this day placed to tiie 
credit of The Repayment of Loans Town Council Account 
£600 sterling. ’ 

“ E. H. Clarke, Director.” 


And upon which receipt the said bank endorsed the 
names of these claimants as being the persons who had 
made such lodgement. 

That claimants then applied to the said Town Clerk 
for their mortgage, which he promised to have made 
out, and on several subsequent occasions so applied to 
him, and which mortgage lie then always promised to 


That claimants never would have given the said loan 
had they not been promised such mortgage and security. 

That claimants have, however, never received any 
such mortgage nor security for said loan. 

That the said Treasurer of said Corporation kept 
such Repayment of Loans Account open till 31st De- 
cember, 1852, when, at a meeting of said Town Council 
it was resolved that said “ Repayment of Loans Ac- 
count,” together with several other accounts therein 
specified, should all be transferred into one general 
account with said Belfast Banking Company, to be 
called the “ Town Council of Belfast Account,” and 
which transfer was then made. 


That at this date there Was to the credit of said Re- 


payment of Loans Account, a balance of £21,121 4s. 6d., 
in which was included the amount so as aforesaid lent 
by claimants. But on the other accounts with which 
said Repayment of Loans Account was thus then con- 
solidated, a large balance was then due to said Belfast 
Bank, by said Town Council, and which balance so due 
exceeded the amount so transferred from said Repay- 
ment of Loans Account. 


That claimants charge such transfer was a breach of 
trust on the part of the said Town Council, and of their 
said Treasurer. 


That said Town Council paid to the claimants interest 
on said loan up to 5th October, 1854; that since that 
date claimants claim interest thereon at 5 per cent, per 
annum. 


Claimants therefore respectfully submit that their 
loan was given for a special purpose, namely, the repay- 
ment of moneys bearing higher interest ; and that said 
Town Council were duly authorized by their Acts of 
Parliament to so raise loans for such purpose. That all 
parties, namely, the said Council, their said Treasurer 
and said Belfast Banking Company had, as above 
appears, express notice of the purpose for which this 
loan from claimants was had ; and that for the subse- 
quent breach of trust and misapplication of these moneys 
these claimants are not responsible, and should not be 
prejudiced thereby, as by the 41st section of the said 
Belfast Town Improvement Act, 1845, persons lending 
moneys for the purpose aforesaid are expressly released 
from any obligation to see to the application thereof; 
and they submit their said debt is now properly charge- 
able on the rates and other corporate property of said 
borough. 

August 25, 1858. 

Forrest Reid, 

Solicitor for Claimants. 
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APPENDIX G. 
No. 1. 


Borough op Belfast. 

Mortgage, No. — — Register Folio — 


By virtue of an Act passed in the Eighth and Ninth 
years of the Reign, of Her Majesty Queen Yictoria, in- 
tituled “ An Act for the Improvement of the Borough of 
Belfast,” and of an Act passed in the Ninth and Tenth 
years ofthe.Reign of Her said Majesty, intituled" An Act 
for better Lighting and Improving the Borough of Bel- 
fast,” the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the Borough 
of Belfast, hereinafter styled the Mortgagors, in consid- 
eration of the sum of paid by , for the pur- 

poses of the said Acts, do grant and assign unto the said 
■ executors, administrators, and assigns, such pro- 

portion of the rates arising by virtue of the first-men- 
tioned Act, and of the rates, rents, and other moneys 
arising by virtue of the secondly-mentioned Aot, as the 

said sum of doth or shall bear to the whole sum 

which is or shall be borrowed upon the credit of the 
said rates, rents, and other moneys; to hold to the said 

, executors, administrators, and assigns, from this 

day until the said sum of , with interest at the rate 

of , per centum per annum, shall be fully paid and 

satisfied. And the said Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses 

agree with the said as follows, that is to say 

First. — That the said interest shall be payable half- 
yearly on the Fifth day of April and the Fifth day of 
October in every year, at the office of the Treasurer of 

the said Borough; and that on the Fifth day of next 

the sum of shall be payable as the apportioned 

part of such interest then due . 


Secondly. — That the Mortgagors will not pay off any 
part of the said principal sum until the expiration of 

six calendar months, terminating on the day of 

, or the day of , after a notice shall have 

been given by them of their intention to pay off ; and 

the said , executors, administrators, or assigns, will 

not call in any part of the said principal sum without a 
similar notice of their intention to call in. 

Thirdly. — That such notice, if given by the Mort- 
gagee, shall be by writing delivered to the Town Clerk ; 
and if given by the Mortgagors, shall be by writing 
given either personally to the Mortgagee, or if the 
Mortgagee be unknown, or cannot be found, then given 
by advertisement in the Dublin Gazette and in some 
newspaper published in the said borough ; and at the 
expiration of such notice, when given by the Mort- 
gagors, the said interest shall cease to be payable, unless 
on demand of the said principal sum the Mortgagors 
shall fail to pay the same or any part thereof, pursuant 
to such notice. 

Fourthly.— That no notice of paying off and (unless 
a default shall be made in the payment of interest for 
twenty-one days after one of the days on which the 
interest is payable) no notice of calling in the said prin- 
cipal sum shall be given before the day of . 

In witness whereof the Mayor, Aldermen, and Bur- 
gesses of the Borough of Belfast have hereunto affixed 

their common seal day of , in the year of 

Our Lord One thousand eight hundred and . 

Countersigned, . 

Entered, — — . 


Borough of Belfast. 

To . y 185—. 

Sir, — You are this day credited in the books of the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the Borough of Bel- 
fast with the sum of , sterling, lodged with the 

Treasurer of the Bprough, to bear interest at the rate 

of per cent, per annum, and to remain until three 

months after the Council shall have given you a written 


No. 2. 

notice, either. personally or through the post-office, ad- 
dressed to your usual place of residence, of their inten- 
tion to pay off the said sum, or until three months after 
they shall have received a similar notice from you ad- 
dressed to the Sub- Treasurer, requiring them to do so. 

, Members of Council. 

, Town Clerk. 

, Sub-Treasurer, 


No. 3. 


Borough of Belfast. 

To ■ , 185—. 

Sir, — You are this day credited in the books of the 
Mayor, A ldermen, and Burgesses of the Borough of Bel- 
fast with the sum of , sterling, lodged with the 

Treasurer of the Borough, to bear interest at the rate 

of per cent, per annum, and to remain for 

years certain, from the Fifth day of , 185—, and 


until six months after the Council shall have given you 
a written notice of their intention to pay off the said 
sum, or until six months after they shall have received 
a similar notice from } r ou addressed to the Sub-Trea- 
surer -requiring them to do so. 

• — — , Members of Council. 

, Town Clerk. 

Sub-Treasurer. 


APPENDIX H. 

Expenditure of Town Council. 
No. 1 . — Expenditure by the Town Council up to 
31st December, 1852, as appears by Improve- 
ment. Fund Ledger C. 101 : — 


Costs of Acts of Parliament, . 

Law Costs : 

Proportion chargeable to 

Streets, as per Balance Sheet, 20,457 19 
Proportion chargeable to Mar- 
kets, as per do., . . 15,053 18 

Property purchased : 

Proportion chargeable to 

Streets, asper Balance Sheet, 91,431 10 . 
Proportion chargeable to Mar- 
kets, . . . 53,606 19 

Formation of Streets, . 

„ Markets, . 

Sundries not apportioned : 

Interest on Property pur- 
chased, . . . 4,189 0 - 

Rent on. do., . . . 333 3 ; 

Gas Works, . . . J55 o ( 

Blackstaff, . . . 2 2 i 

Commissioners of Customs, . 132 18 ' 

Tilly and Key land, . . 2,782 10 i 


No. 2. — Expenditure by the Town Council 
from 1st January, 1853, to 31st December, 
1854, on account of the Improvement Fund, 
as appears by Audited Accounts : — 


Expenditure, on Streets : 
Property purchased, 
Cost of Formation, 

Expenditure on Markets : 
Property purchased, 
Cost of Formation, 


Outlay in connexion with Cus- 
tom-House improvement, . 4,470 6 10 
Blackstaff, . . . 177 5 7 

Printing, . . 263 8 0 

Books and Stationery, . . 2 3 6 

Interest on Treasurer’s Balance, 95S II 10 
Sundries, . . . 214 19 6 

Law Costs, . . . 2,949 0 5 


Appendix G. . 

No.l. Mort- 
gage. 


No. 2. Certi- 
ficate upon 
Loan at three 
months’ 
notice. 


No. 3. Certi- 
ficate upon 
Loan for a 
term of years. 


Appendix II. 

Expenditure 
of Town 
Council. 
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Appendix IT. No. 3. — Summary of Expenditure on account of 
Improvement Fund. 


Expenditui'i 
of Town 
Council. 


Costs of Acts of Parliament, . 

Cost of Streets : 

Proportion of Law Costs, No. I . 
Property purchased, „ 

Cost of formation, ,, 1. 


21,042 19 5 


Cost of Markets : 

Proportion of LawCosts, No. 1. 15,053 18 9 
Property purchased, ,, 53,606 19 0 

,, „ ,, 2. 14,654 19 8 

Cost of Formation, ,, 1. 19,683 13 5 

,, „ ,, 2. 3,385 13 11 


Sundries not apportioned, No. 1. 


No. 4 .— Estimate of Expenditure on May’s 
Fields, South, up till end of 1857. 

£ s. cl. £ s. d. 

Cattle Market, Flax and Fruit 
Market, and Retail Fruit Market, 2,860 0 0 
Expenditure on ground reserved for 
market purposes, but not yet so 
occupied, .... 300 0 0 

Formation of streets, paving, sewer- 
ing, &c„ in connexion with the 
ground occupied as, and laid out 
for. market purposes, . . 2,350 0 0 

'Total estimated expenditure 
upon 11 a. Or. 2 Ip. laid out 

for markets and approaches, 5,510 0 0 

Filling up, sewering, formation of 
streets, paving, and other expen- 
diture, upon 30a. Ik. 24p. of land; 
including streets valued as surplus 

property of the Corporation, . — 2,020 0 0 

Total estimated expenditure 

upon 41 a. 2r. 5p. of land in 

May’s Fields, South, . — £7,530 0 0 


£277,914 0 4 September, 1858. 


William Hastings. 


Appendix I. APPENDIX I. 

Analysis. ANALYSIS SHOWING THE DIFFERENT MODES IN WHICH PROPERTY WAS TAKEN FOR TOWN IMPROVEMENT 

Purposes, pursuant to Town Improvement Act, 1845. 



Inquisitions. 


Award of 
Committees. 

Magistrates. 

Agreement. 

Total,’ 


No. 

Amount 


....... 

*• 

A.oun, 


A_. 


Amount. 

No 

Amount. 



£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 



Block, . . No. 9 

5 

5,160 3 6 

1 

387 6 3 

31 

. 207 10 0 


21 5 0 

1 

1 15 0 

42 


„ 12 

211 

■20,095 12 4 


3,218 14 8 

26 

1,005 17 0 

17 

272 1 1 8 

4 

4,225 0 6 



13 


21,285 0 34 

9 

586 17 0 

105 

1,972 1 6 

13 

163 3 2 

10 

63 15 0 

223 


„ 14 

A» 

16,281 19 8 


496 6 0 

85 

957 2 6 

10 

337 3 0 

18 

2,827 16 3 

17! 

20,899 7 5 



6,0o8 15 8 

1 

435 0 0 

76 

272 0 6 

V 

li9 14 4 

9 


Ill 


16 


3,800 7 10 



38 

li5 2 0 



2 

97 0 0 

46 


„ 1 1 


8,496 15 3 




11 10 0 







„ 10 


7,415 3 11 



14 

156 3 6 

1 

28 0 6 





Montgomery’s Market, . 

1 

4,B>3 0 6 









1 

4,403 0 6 










2 




Block, . . No. 6 

3 

306 4 10 











Old Court House, . 










980 13 4 



Powder Magazine. . 









1 


1 


St. Heorge s Church, 

- 


- 

- 


" 

- 

- 

1 

110 10 11 

1 

110 10 11 


225 

93,303 3 9 ; ] 

ss 

5,123 3 11 

J;! 

4,757 7 0 

52 

981 17 8 


33,412 4 6 

733 

137,577 16 10^ 




tx Iv. 


APPENDIX K. 


Reports to 
Town Coun- 
cil. 


No. 1. — Report to Town Council, 1st December, 1846. 


No. 1. — Report of the Town Improvement Committee 

to be presented to the Council, on the 1st December, 

1846. 

The Committee take this opportunity of laying be- 
fore the Council the notice which, under the authority 
of the resolution of the last meeting of the Council, 
they, have given of the intended application for a new 
Act. The primary object of this application is to ob- 
tain from Parliament a power which has not hitherto 
been granted to any other Town Council, namely, that 
of making leases of the ground adjacent to new 
streets, and afterwards making sale of the reserved 
rents when buildings shall be erected on the ground ; 
the Committee consider that the success of this appli- 
cation is of great importance to the town, as on it must 
in a great measure depend the formation of new streets 
through other districts of Belfast. 

In the hope that by the success of this application, 
the Council will be put in funds to effect other im- 
provements, the Committee have determined to take 
power in the new Act to form another leading line of 
communication through Belfast, by making a continua- 
tion of Donegal-place in a direct line to meet a con- 
tinuation of York-street. The advantage, convenience, 
and ornament of a very wide street passing through the 
centre of the town, and extending from the eastern 
boundary of the borough at the turnpike on the Carrick- 
fergus-road, to the western boundary on the Dublin- 


road, will be apparent to every inhabitant, and the 
Committee have no doubt will he received with appro- 
bation. The Committ.ee also propose to take power to 
open some narrow passages in the more confined dis- 
tricts of the town, in order to promote the health of the 
inhabitants, and also to extend the improvements in 
some points on the line of streets which they are at 
present forming. 

The Committee anticipate that the Council willbe able 
to effect those improvements by means of the funds 
to be obtained by the letting and sale of building- 
ground, and the income to be derived from the markets 
of the borough ; they do not, therefore, recommend the 
Council to ask power in the new Bill to borrow more 
money than they arc empowered to do under the exist- 
ing Acts. 

The Committee conceive that the period has arrived, 
at which it becomes the duty of the Council to avail 
themselves of the power to establish gas works, ac- 
quired by the Act of last session. It is manifest that 
so great and increasing a community as that of Belfast 
ought not to be left to the mercy of any company of 
speculators, and particularly of non-residents without 
any other interest in the borough, for the supply of so 
essential an article as the supply of gas for public and 
private use. The Committee are persuaded, that the 
inhabitants of Belfast will not rest satisfied until they 
have iu their own hands the management and control 
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of the lighting of their borough. The effect of simi- 
lar powers has been tried and found beneficial and pro- 
fitable in several English and Scotch boroughs. It is 
now only a question of time when they shall be intro- 
duced into Belfast ; and as the Committee are persuaded 
that the former municipal authorities could have effected 
this object, had they thought fit, on cheaper terms than 
the Council can now do, they are equally convinced, 
that each year which the Council shall permit to pass, 
will considerably increase the outlay necessary for pur- 
chasing or establishing gas works. 

The recent Act enables the Council, either to erect 
new or to purchase the existing gas works. Previous 
to recommending the Council to establish new works, 
the Committee have felt it their duty to open a com- 
munication with the Belfast Gas Light Company, to 
ascertain whether they are disposed to sell their stock 
in trade and plant ; in reply to which the Committee of 
the Company have informed them that the Company are 
willing to sell their property in the gas works at a 
valuation. The Committee, therefore, recommend the 
Council to authorize them, in conjunction with the Gas 
Company, to take the measures necessary for the valua- 
tion of the property, slock in trade, and plant of the pre- 
sent Company, preparatory to the purchase thereof. If 
the Committee shall find themselves unable to effect 
this object in a satisfactory manner, they will take into 
consideration the erection of new works and report 
their views to the Council. 

Dated this 28th day of November, 1846. 

John Lindsay, Chairman. 


No. 2. — Report of the Town Improvement Com- 
mittee and the Police Committee on the 
subject of the Lighting of the Borough, on 
1st November, 1847- 

The Council having authorized the Town Improve- 
ment Committee to obtain the power necessary to enable 
the inhabitants to supply themselves with gas and to 
treat for the purchase of the existing works, and the 
Police Committee being charged with the duty of super- 
intending the public lamps, these Committees have con- 
sidered it necessary to confer together on the subject of 
the lighting of the borough, and they now beg to lay 
the result before the Council. 

On the 14th of September, 1846, the Town Improve- 
ment Committee addressed a letter to the Gas Company 
at Leicester, inquiring whether they were disposed to 
sell their plant and stock in trade, and if so, on what 
terms. To this letter a reply, dated 12th October, 1846, 
was made on behalf of the Committee of the Gas Com- 
pany, stating, that “ they would recommend their pro- 
prietary to sell at a fair valuation.” 

Several subsequent communications took place be- 
tween the Town Improvement Committee and the Gas 
Company, which was terminated by the Gas Company 
requiring that the arbitrators to be appointed should, in 
the valuation of their works, adopt certain principles of 
valuation which the Town Improvement Committee 
considered to be objectionable, and to be inapplicable 
to the works of the Company. The Town Improvement 
Committee were desirous that the arbitrators should be 
left to adopt whatever principle or mode of valuation 
they might think proper; while the Gas Company re- 
quired they should adopt certain data, which, in the 
opinion of the Town Improvement Committee, would 
reduce the arbitration to a mere matter of calculation, 
and would exclude from the arbitrators the right to 
investigate the present condition, state of repair, and 
actual value of the Company’s works. The Town Im- 
provement Committee did not consider it for the interest 
of the inhabitants to enter into such an arbitration, and 
after mature consideration between that Committee and 
the Police Committee, they have unanimously come to 
the following resolution : — 

“ That we recommend the Council to make the follow- 
ing proposition to the Belfast Gas Company, viz., to 
purchase the existing gas works, and other property of 


the Gas Company, at a valuation, to be placed thereon Appendix K. 

by two arbitrators, one to be appointed by the Council, 

the other by the Company ; and in case they cannot i5 e P or, j® to 
agree, then by an umpire, to be appointed by the arbi- c i° Wn oun ’ 
trators ; or in case they cannot agree on the umpire, 
then that the umpire shall be appointed by the Board 
of Works; the arbitrators and umpire having power to 
adopt whatever principle of valuation they shall think 
fit : or to offer to the Gas Company to conclude a con- 
tract with them for the supply of gas for the public 
lamps, at the rate of £2 per lamp, per annum, the Com- 
pany undertaking not to increase the price of private 
lights, and to supply gas at a good quality, and of a 
specific gravity to be hereafter agreed on ; either party 
being at liberty to terminate the contract on one years’ 
notice : and that if the Company do not agree to this 
proposal, the Council shall forthwith proceed to erect 
new gas works, and advertise for contracts for building 
the same, the Committee recommending May’s fields as 
an eligible site for the works.” 

The Committee, on inquiry, find that in Manchester 
the price of the public lights is £2 per lamp, per annum ; 
while a profit has been derived in the last year, for the 
benefit of the inhabitants, to be applied to the improve- 
ment of the borough, of £37,100. The Council of that 
borough have recently reduced the price of gas to private 
consumers to rates varying from 5s. to 4s. Qd. In 
Stockport, where the price for each public lamp is £2 
per lamp, per annum, there has also been a large profit 
derived for the improvement of the town, while there 
has been a gradual decrease in the price to private 
consumers ; and in Rochdale, where the supply is all in 
the hands of the town, the price charged for the public 
lamps is only£l 6s. per annum, while the rates to pri- 
vate consumers vary from 6s. to 4s. 6 d. It is true that in 
some of the English towns the lamps are not lighted 
throughout the entire year, but the Committee conceive 
that if the Gas Company shall be allowed the benefit of 
the supply to the inhabitants of this large and increasing 
town, they will be amply paid by a sum of £2 per lamp, 
per annum. 

Dated this 27th October, 1847. 

John Lindsay, Chairman. 


No. 3. — Joint Report from the Committee on 
Police Affairs and the Town Improvement 
Committee, on the subject of the Lighting of 
the Borough, on 1st February, 1848. 


The Council, at their meeting on the 1st of Novem- 
ber last, resolved to make the following proposition to 
the Belfast Gas Company, viz., “To purchase the exist- 
ing gas works, and other property of the Gas Company, 
at a valuation to be placed thereon by two arbitrators 
one to be appointed by the Council, the other by the 
Company; and in case they cannot agree, then by an 
umpire, to be appointed by the arbitrators; or in case 
they cannot agree on the umpire, then that the umpire 
shall be appointed by the Board of Works in Ireland • 
the arbitrator and umpire having power to adopt what- 
ever principle of valuation they shall think fit : or to 
offer to the Gas Company to conclude a contract with 
them for the supply of gas for the public lamps, at the 
rate of £2 per lamp, per annum, the Company under- 
taking not to increase the price of private lights, and to 
supply gas of a good quality, and of a specific gravity 
to be hereafter agreed on; either party being at liberty 
to terminate the contract on one years’ notice ; and that 
if the Company do not agree to some one of these pro- 
posals, the Council shall forthwith proceed to erect new 
gas works, and advertise for contracts for building the 
same, the ground at May’s fields, which the Council have 
purchased, to be the site for the works.” 

This resolution was communicated by the Town Clerk 
to the clerk of the Belfast Gas Light Company, on the 
5th of November last, but the final answer of the Com- 
pany was not received until the 11th instant. A copy 
of the correspondence is annexed to this report. 

The Gas Company have declined to agree to either 
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Appendix K. of the proposals made by the Council ; tlie joint Com- 

mittee have therefore published an advertisement for 

Eeports to j ans for new gas works; a copy of which is also sub- 
c_own oun- j 0 j ne j t0 tliis report. 

The Committees embrace this opportunity of laying 
before the Council a copy of a return printed by order 
of the House of Commons, of the amount of fixed capi- 
ta of every Gas Company established by Act of Parlia- 
ment in the United Kingdom, and the rate per cent., or 
dividend, paid to the proprietors, the contents of which 
report the Committees earnestly recommend to the con- 
sideration of every member of the Council. 

The further consideration: which these Committees 
have been called on to give to the subject of gas, con- 
firms them in the conviction that a great saving will be 
effected to the rate-payers; and inhabitants, by then- 
taking into their own hands the supply of gas to the 
public and private lights of the borough. 

One faet will demonstrate to the Council and the 
public that it is for the interest of the inhabitants to 
manufacture their own gas. The sum paid by the 
Council out of the town rates, during the last year; to 
the Gas Company for the public; lights, amounted to 
£2,227 4s. 3d., which sum would pay the annual 
interest, at 5 per Cent., on £44,544 5s. It appears 
from the Parliamentary return, herewith laid on the 
table, that the fixed capital of the Belfast Gas Light 
Company is only -£35,000, being £10,000 less than the 
Council could now borrow and pay the interest of, with 
the sum they are, now paying for the public liglitsy. 
without any reference to the private lights of the 
borough. It may be added, that if the entire of the 
municipal borough was now to be supplied with public 
lights at the present prices (and lamps are now required 
in many districts of it), the additional sum which must 
be paid to the Gas Company would not be less than 
£800 per annum, which would be equal to the interest 
on £16,000; which sum, if added to the money which 
could be borrowed with the annual payment now actu- 
ally made to the Company, would amount to £60,544 5s.; 
which would, it is believed, be more than sufficient to 
erect new gas works on the most improved principles. 
This sum, it will be observed, exceeds the fixed capital 
of the Belfast Gas Company by upwards of £25,000. 

Dated this 27th January, 1848. 

William Hamilton, Chairman. 


No. 4. — Additional Ground for Markets, Gas 
Works, &c. Special Report of the Town Im- 
provement Committee, to be presented to the 
Council at their Monthly Meeting, on the 1st 
day of July, 1848. 

The Market Committee have informed tliis Committee 
that additional ground to that already purchased by the 
Council will be required for market accommodation, 
especially for the purpose of a monthly horse and 
cattle market ; and they have requested this Committee 
to purchase or rent ground for that purpose. This Com- 
mittee have, in consequence, taken into their consider- 
ation the means by which this want can be supplied 
with most benefit to the inhabitants. 

The Committee have considered it judicious, at the 
same time, to apply their attention to providing land on 
which to erect the Borough Gas Works, and the neces- 
sary extent of ground for public slaughter-houses, both 
of which establishments it is clearly for the interests of 
the inhabitants to erect with as little delay as practi- 
cable. 

The great value of land within the limited boundaries 
of this borough renders it extremely difficult, without a 
considerable outlay, to procure, by private agreement, 
the large extent of space required for these purposes, 
except in one locality, namely, May’s fields. Were it not 
for this important consideration, the Committee would 
have endeavoured to place the wholesale markets and 
fairs in different localities, in order that all parts of the 
borough mighty as far as practicable, be equally bene- 
fited by the improvements which the Council are effect- 


ing. For this purpose the Committee; in the last Im- 
provement Bill, applied for power to enlarge Smithfield, 
and also to take the ground in the rere of Carrickhill, 
between the Antrim-road- and Lodge-lane, in order to. 
form a horse fair and other public markets in these 
localities ; but in consequence of the- opposition given to. 
that bill before Parliament, these powers were refused; 
to the great injury, as the Committee' still believe, of the; 
borough generally, and especially of the localities referred 
to, which must have been especially benefited by the 
formation of public markets in them. The Committee, 
however, trust that it will be still in the power of the 
Market Committee to form, in all parts of the borough, 
general retail markets not requiring much space. 

In consequence of this state of things; the Committee,, 
after taking the advice of the other Committees of tho; 
Council on the subject, opened a negotiation with Francis 
Goold, Esq., the surviving trustee of the late Sir Stephen 
May, for the purchase or renting from him of the addi- 
tional ground required, and Mr. Goold has made a 
written communication to the Town Clerk, binding 
himself to execute a lease to the Council on terms; which 
the Committee consider reasonable. These terms will 
be fully stated in a subsequent part of this report. The 
Committee; however, beg the Council will understand 
that in the arrangement which they have entered into; 
with Mr. Goold and arc about to detail, they have re- 
served to the Council the option of accepting ot reject- 
ing the same, as they may consider the interests of then- 
constituents to demand. 

It is necessary that the Committee should remind the 
Council that, under the agreements already concluded 
with the trustee of the May family, the Council have 
purchased all the ground and property bounded on the 
south by May-street and the road to the Lagan bridge, 
on the north by May’s Dock, on the west by Great 
Edward-street, and on the east by the river Lagan ; so 
that the Corporation are now the owners, for the use of 
the inhabitants, of all the land lying on the north side 
of the road leading to the Lagan bridge. 

The principal part of this ground was embraced in 
one purchase of nearly twenty acres, which the Council 
bought for a sum of £7,000, subject to Lord Donegal’s 
head-rent, which is under £1 10s. per acre. 

The land lying on the south side of the road to the 
Lagan bridge, between the markets of the Council and 
the river Lagan, up to the junction of the Blackstaff 
river, and for a short distance along the Blackstaff is the 
property of the legatees of Sir Stephen May, except a 
small field which belongs to Mr. Robert Henderson. A 
map will be presented with this report which will more 
distinctly define the locality. This property, in the 
opinion of the Committee, presents excellent sites for 
all the objects the Council have in view, namely, the 
horse fair, gas works, and slaughter-houses. The junc- 
tion of the Lagan and Blackstaff certainly presents the 
very best site in or near Belfast for gas works ; and 
other parts of the ground will be found equally eligible 
for the other purposes required. 

On applying to the trustee of Sir Stephen May, it 
appeared that he had not the power to make an abso- 
lute sale of this property or any part of it, without the 
authority of an Act of Parliament, but that lie could 
grant leases of it for any term, and at such rent as lie 
might think fit; and the trustee ultimately agreed to 
grant a lease to the Council for the longest term of years 
they might require, at an acreable rent which would be 
equal to five per cent, on the' amount which the Council 
paid per acre for the purchase of the land at the other 
side of the road, namely, £350, at which rate the rent 
would be £17 10s., per acre, with the addition of 
Lord Donegal’s head-rent, to which the Council are also; 
liable in the previous purchase ; but Mr. Goold stipu- 
lated that the Council should, if they took any part of 
the land, be bound to take the entire of the low ground 
lying between the Lagan bridge and the Blackstaff river, 
including that lying along the side of the latter river. 
These lots are marked No. 1, on the mapmow laid before 
the Council. 

The Committee could not reasonably object to this* 
price ; for although the land at the north side of the road' 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



APPENDIX TO REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS. 


43 


is the more valuable, the Council will recollect that the 
purchase of it was made admittedly at a moderate rate, 
,in consequence of the increased value which it was cal- 
culated the erection of the markets there would give to 
the land on the south side of the road, to which the 
agreement now under consideration relates : but while 
ithe Committee were willing to assent to the rent which 
has been named, they were reluctant to close an agree- 
ment which would bind the Council to take that part of 
the ground which was the least improvable and leave 
with the May family the centre and highest portion of 
the property ; particularly as every improvement the 
Council would make on the part which it is now pro- 
posed they should take, would render these centre lots 
more valuable, lying, as they would, between the present 
markets of the Council and the contemplated gas works 
and horse fair. Mr. Goold admitted the reasonableness 
of this objection, and he ultimately agreed that, provided 
the Council thought fit to take the lots numbered No. 1 
on the map, they should have the option of taking either 
the entire of the ground shown on the map, lying to the 
east of the new street there laid down, being nearly the 
entire property; or they might take lots 1 and 4, as 
shown on the map, which would leave 8a. 1r. 5p. to the 
May family, lying to the front of Lower May-street, 
towards Great Edward-street ; or they might take lots 
1 and 2, — leaving untaken lots 3 and 4, containing 
9a. Or. 21p., lying in the centre of the property. The 
Committee have secured to the Council the option of any 
of these arrangements, and on that basis the terms pro- 
posed have been, as a temporary agreement, put into 
the following terms : 

“ To Francis Goold, Esq., Surviving Trustee and Executor 
of the Will of Sir Stephen May, deceased. 

“Sib, — I am authorized by the Town Improvement Com- 
mittee of the Council to propose to take on lease Irom you, for 
the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of this borough, subject 
to the approval of the Council, all that and those pieces or 
parcels of land or ground known by the names of May’s fields, 
Turnley’s fields, and Spa fields, as the same are described on a 
map marked ‘A' and coloured green, and numbered 1, 2, 3, 
and 4, and signed by you and me; or to take only the parcels 
marked Nos. 1, and 2, or to take the parcels Nos. 1 and 4, at 
the option of the Council, with all the rights, liberties, privileges, 
franchises, immunities, emoluments, benefits, and advantages 
granted or demised with or appurtenant to the said land or 
ground, or heretofore enjoyed by the said Sir Stephen May, or 
by any person or persons deriving under him in all or any part 
of the said hereditaments, for the term of 9,999 years from the 
1st November, 1848, subject to a rentof -£17 10s. per statute 
acre, for the quantity which the Council shall elect to take, and 
to such proportion of the rent uow payable to Lord Donegal 
for the whole of the ground, of which this forms a part, as the 
quantity proposed to be taken bears to the whole of said ground. 
The Council shall, on or before the loth of September next, 
decide whether they will approve of this proposal ; and in case 
they shall accept the same, they shall within the same time 
elect as to the lots to be taken by them. Your right to execute 
said lease is to be admitted on the parties having incumbrances 
joining in the lease or releasing the premises. It is to be under- 
stood that the legatees of Sir Stephen May, who are now of 
age, shall agree that the Council shall be at liberty, at any time 
within ten years from this date, to purchase up or extinguish 
the rent which may be payable to you as Sir Stephen May’s 
irepresentative under this agreement, at the rate of twenty 
years’ purchase on the rent reserved ; and that you will use your 
influence to induce such of the legatees as are not now of age 
to concur in that agreement on their attaining their majority. 

“Dated this 27th day of June, 1848. 

“ John Bates, Town Clerk.” 

“To Mr. John Bates, Town Clerk of the Borough of Belfast. 

“ Sib, — I have received the foregoing proposal, and I hereby 
accept the same, subject to its being ratified and their election 
as to the lots to be taken, made by the Council of the Borough 
of Belfast on or before the 10th day of September next, and to 
my right to execute said lease being admitted, and, if neces- 
sary, the parties having incumbrances joining in the execution 
of the lease. 

“Dated this 27 th day of June, 1848. 

“Ebancis Goold.” 

The Council have now placed before them for their 
decision — first, the question, whether they will rent, on 
the terms offered, any part of this property; and, if so, 
secondly, whether they will take the whole of it, or any, 
and what lesser portion. The Committee recommend 


that the Council should defer coming to a determination Appendix K. 
on these questions until the next quarterly meeting of — — 

the Council, and that they should in the mean time give conn- 
the matter their careful consideration, and invite the c jh 
advice and opinion of any of the inhabitants who may 
.be disposed to give their attention to the subject. 

There cannot be a doubt that, in consequence of the 
establishment of the public markets in May’s ground, 
the value of the land now offered to the Council will 
rapidly increase, and that, as a matter of private specu- 
lation, the renting of the entire property on a long lease 
for building purposes, at the rent now offered, would 
be a very profitable arrangement ; besides, the Council 
will, in connexion with their other works and from 
their position, be enabled to render this property avail- 
able and profitable much sooner than any private indi- 
vidual. Besides, if the Council were the owners of the 
entire of this property, several very important improve- 
ments could be carried out at a moderate expense; among 
which may be named — first, the formation of a broad 
street or quay along the entire line of the Lagan, from 
the Queen’s-bridge to the Blackstaff, and along the 
Blackstaff into Cromac-street, an extent in the whole of 
5,5 30 feet. Secondly, a new eighty-feet street could 
be formed in a direct line from the Queen’s-bridge to 
the junction of the Lagan and Blackstaff, at which point 
the Gas Works will be erected; the length of this street 
would be 3,000 feet. These streets would at once open 
up the ground, afford access to the markets of the Coun- 
cil, and lead to the formation of a considerable number 
of other streets, as well as to the enlargement of the 
existing streets. The Committee conceive that the line 
of quay, along the Lagan, will be valuable to the Council 
and their lessees from the fact that, in the last Belfast 
Harbour Act a clause was introduced, at the instance of 
the Town Council, exempting all vessels and lighters 
.from dues, and also all goods coming down the Lagan 
which shall be landed above the Queen’s-bridge fr° m all 
harbour dues. The Council are aware that they have 
already before them an application from the Ulster Car- 
rying Company for ground along the quay for the pur- 
poses of their trafiic. A plan which has been prepared 
by Mr. Hastings, the Surveyor of Works, will be laid 
before the Council with this Report, suggesting the 
manner in which such portions of the ground as will 
not be required for the gas works, slaughter-houses, and 
markets, could be laid out with most advantage to the 
public; but in order to carry that plan into effect, the 
consent of some of the owners of the adjoining property, 
or a purchase from them, will be necessary. 

If the land in question were in an improved state, 
and a large rent or purchase money required for it, 
then it would clearly be the duty of the Council to pur- 
chase the smallest portion of it that would answer their 
purposes ; but the case here is different ; the land is not 
improved, it has not been opened up, and it can, as the 
Committee conceive, be had cheap ; besides, in point of 
fact, the Council have, by their markets on the north of 
the ground, already advanced the value of the land now 
offered to them ; and if they shall place the gas works 
and horse fair in the proposed locality, they will further 
improve it. It is not optional with the Council whether 
they will improve the ground or not; the effect of their 
works on and about it must be to improve and greatly 
enhance its value; the question then is, shall the town, 
by taking the entire ground, have all the benefit directly 
or indirectly resulting from their own works, or shall 
they merely take for their own purposes as little of the 
ground as they can get. 

Dated this 27th June, 1848. 

John Lindsay, Chairman. 

No. 5. — Report of the Town Improvement Com- 
mittee, to be presented to the Council at their 

Quarterly Meeting, on the 1st August, 1848. 

The Committee now lay. before the Council the con- 
ditions for letting, printed, and the plans of the lots, 
lithographed, ready for publication ; copies of these con- 
ditions and' plans will now be furnished to all parties 
F2 
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Appendix K. applying for them. The time limited for receiving ten- 

ders is Saturday, the 7th of October next, previous to 

Town Coun twelve o’clock on which day all tenders must be de- 
oil. livered. 

The Committee have caused a copy of the Special 
Report relative to takiug a lease of May’s fields to be 
transmitted to each member of the Council, in order 
that the subject might receive the consideration which 
its importance demands. The Committee request that 
the Council will give them the necessary instructions at 
their next meeting, as to whether they shall avail them- 
selves of this important offer or not. 

Dated this 26tli July, 1848. 

James Stirling, Chairman, pro. tern. 


No. 6. — Joint Report of the Town Improvement 
Committee and Committee on Police Affairs, 
on Plans for New Gas Works, to be presented 
to the Council on the 2nd October, 1848. 

The Town Improvement and Police Committees in 
Joint Committee on gas plans, beg to report that they 
have received plans for the construction of gas works 
from seventeen professional gentlemen, resident in various 
parts of the United Kingdom ; many of the plans being 
accompanied with lengthened and most useful observa- 
tions on the manufacture of gas, and some of them with 
working drawings and full specifications— the plans and 
working drawings alone amounting to 162 sheets. To 
the consideration of these plans the Committee, assisted 
by your Surveyor, have devoted their best and most 
patient attention, with a view to a right decision as to 
their comparative merits; but the plans were all of so high 
an order that your Committee found it very difficult to 
decide, and, in one case, so equal appeared to be the 
claims of two of the parties, and so valuable their plans, 
that your Committee could only come to the decision of 
recommending the same premium to each. Your Com- 
mittee, therefore, most respectfully beg to recommend 
the Council to award to Messrs. Walter Maban and 
Peter Walker of Manchester, £50 ; to Mr. Colin Bro- 
thers, Dunstable, £50 ; to Messrs. Emison and Hamilton, 
Wolverhampton, £25 ; to Mr. Hodgson Jones, London, 
£15; and to Mr. George Malam, Hull, £15, for the 
plans, &c., furnished by them; and further, that the 
Surveyor be directed to prepare a plan combining all 
the advantages of these plans, and submit the same for 
the approval of these Committees and the Council pre- 
paratory to advertising for contractors for the works. 
Dated this 27tli September, 1848. 

James Stirling, 

Chairman of J oint Committees. 


No. 7 — Report of the Police Committee, to be 
presented to the Council on the 1st day of 
November, 1849. 

The Committee, on the 5th of October instant, issued 
the usual orders on the Treasurer for payment of the 
half-year’s interest, which became due on that day, on 
the money borrowed by the Council. 

The Committee have directed that the number of 
lamps necessary for the lighting of the following new 
streets shall be forthwith erected, namely, Corporation- 
street, Yictoria-street, and ADne-str'eet. 

The Committee have directed a sewer to be formed 
in the centre of Oxford-street, and a wall to be erected 
on the west side of that street, with a view to improve 
and open up that part of the property of the Council. 

The Committee not being yet informed of the result 
of the application of the merchants engaged in the gun- 
powder trade to the Harbour Commissioners, on the 
subject of the site of the new magazine, they have not, 
since the last meeting of the Council, taken any further 
measures on that subject. 

The price paid by the Council for the public lights 


being, in the opinion of the Committee, much higher 
than it should be, they felt it their duty to endeavour 
to effect a more advantageous arraugeinent for the 
town, and with that view made the following offer to 
the Gas Company : — 

“Belfast, October 11, 1849. 

“ Sir, — I am authorized by the Committee of the Council 
on Police Affairs to propose to the Committee of the Belfast 
Gas Bight Company to enter into a contract for the lighting of 
the borough for three years, from the 1st of November next, 
on the terms stated below, provided this offer shall be accepted , 
in all its parts, within ten days from this date. 

“I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

“John Bates, Town Clerk. 

“ J. Brown, Esq., Secretary, Belfast Gas Light Company, 

“ London Boad, Leicester. 

“1. Contract for three years, at £2 10s. per lamp. 

“ 2. Lighting to commence each evening at sunset, and to be 
completed half an hour after. 

“3. Lights to commence being extinguished half an hour 
before sunrise. 

“4. Private consumers to be supplied at prices not higher 
than at present. 

“5. The Council to have the power to order the partial light- 
ing of the public lamps in summer, as hitherto, should they 
consider it desirable to do so. 

“ IS. The gas burners as in present use, and the quantity and 
quality of gas as at present.’’ 

To this communication the Committee received the 
following reply : — 

“ Sib, — I am directed by the Committee of the Belfast 
Gas Company to express their regret that they cannot accept 
the offer contained in yours of the 1 1 th instant. 

“ Our present price, as you are aware, is lower than that of 
any other company in Ireland, and there are scarcely any here 
so low. You will recollect, too, that since it was agreed upon, 
we have been made subject to the Borough Bate, and our 
assessment to the Poor, &c., has been doubled. 

“In fact we are now sustaining a loss of several hundreds 
per annum by the public lights, which loss will be increased 
by every additional lamp. 

“ However, with the desire to do all in their power to give 
satisfaction, the Committee direct me to submit the following 
proposals, the first and second being for a yearly contract : 

“First— That if the Council will provide the lamps and 
fittings (taking our present ones), and also undertake the 
lighting, cleaning, and extinguishing, the Company will 
supply the gas at £1 18s. (id. per lamp per annum, burning 
according to the Liverpool Table. 

“ Second— That if the Council will provide only such addi- 
tional lamps and fittings as may be henceforth required, the 
Company will continue to provide the present number, and 
light, cleanse, and extinguish the whole at £2 16 s. (id. per lamp 
per annum, burning according to the same table. 

“Third — The Company will leave it to two competent and 
disinterested referees, and a third to be appointed by them, to 
determine the price and terms of a new contract, either for 
one year or more, as the Council may previously decide. 

“ I enclose a card of the Liverpool Lighting Table. It has 
been used in that town for some years, and has been recently 
adopted here and in many other places, and we doubt not would 
be found amply sufficient for Belfast. 

“I am, sir, your very obedient servant, 

“J. Brown. 

“Leicester, 19th October, 1849. 

“John Bates, Esq., Belfast.’’ 

The time allowed by the Liverpool Table is about 
two hours less than now acted on in the lighting of 
Belfast. 

The Committee do not conceive that an acceptance 
of either the first or second proposition would be advan- 
tageous to the town ; and they cannot recommend the 
Council to refer the arrangement of prices and terms to 
arbitration. 

The Committee made the very liberal offer of £2 10s. 
per lamp, in order to relieve the Council from the ne- 
cessity of at present proceeding to erect new Gas Works ; 
but its rejection by the Company at Leicester renders 
it, in the opinion of the Committee, imperative on the 
Council to proceed with the erection of their own Gas 
Works without further delay. 

The lodging-houses in the borough are reported to be 
in a healthy and satisfactory state. 

The proceedings of this Committee, since the 25th of 
September, are herewith laid before the Council for con- 
firmation. 

Dated this 27th day of October, 1849. 

John Potts, Chairman. 
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No. 8. — Report of the Committee on Police 
Affairs, to be presented to the Council at their 
Monthly Meeting on the 1st January, 1850. 

The Committee have the satisfaction of stating that 
Alderman Potts, who has acted as their Chairman for 
the last three years, has consented to continue to pre- 
side over the Committee, and to give them the benefit 
of his services as their Chairman for the ensuing year. 

The Committee beg to submit to the Council the cor- 
respondence which has taken place between the Town 
Clerk and the Solicitor of the Belfast Gas Company, in 
reference to the purchase of the present gas works. 

“ John Bates, Esq. 

“ Dear Sir,— I learn from the newspapers that the Council 
have determined to manufacture their own gas. 

“Judging from the past, there is no great encouragement 
to renew the negotiation for the purchase of our works, but it 
has occurred to me, that there might not be so much difficulty 
in settling the terms of a lease for a fixed number of years ; 
and sure I am, that if you and I could bring about an arrange- 
ment, we should not only promote the interests of our respec- 
tive clients, but also save ourselves much trouble; for the 
rivalry of two establishments will neither be very profitable 
to them, or a bed of roses for their professionals. 

“ I am aware that it lias been said that our plant is old and 
out of date, but this is the statement of either an interested 
or an ignorant man ; for the whole establishment has been 
long under the general supervision of a gentleman who is justly 
ranked amongst the first, as a practical gas engineer, and no 
expense has been spared in introducing any really valuable 
discovery. 

“ If you think well of my plan and are disposed to concur 
with me in an attempt to promote it, I shall be glad to hear 
from you with any suggestion you may have to make. 

“I am, truly yours, 

“J. Brown. 

“ London-road, Leicester, 13th November, 1849.” 

“Belfast, November 20, 1849. 

“Dear Sir, — I n reply to your favour of the 13th instant, 
which I have received on my return to Belfast after a few 
days’ absence, I beg to say that the report you have seen in 
the papers, as to the determination of the Council to manufac- 
ture their own gas, is perfectly correct. 

“ I join in your fears that any attempt to renew the negoti- 
ation for the purchase of the works is very discouraging, and 
I regret that I cannot concur with you in thinking that there 
would be less difficulty in settling the terms of a lease; on the 
contrary, I think there would be more ; for I cannot see how 
any arrangements could be made by which the Council would 
secure the adoption from time to time of all the improvements 
of the day, as well as the necessary repairs and extension of 
the works" by and at the expense of the proprietors. 

“I fear that every proposed improvement or extension, 
and every proposed repair, each involving the outlay of money, 
would open the door for a dispute between the lessors and 
lessees and frequently lead to very unpleasant litigation. 

“If you think that the proprietors and the Council could 
be brought to agree upon the names of three honourable men, 
possessed of sufficient skill and knowledge to be able to value 
the works without any instructions as to the principle on 
which their valuation should be made, or that both bodies 
could agree on any public board to whom the appointment of 
all the arbitrators could be referred, I would still willingly 
join with you in another and last attempt to renew the nego- 
tiation for a purchase. If any other mode suggests itself 
to your mind, I shall be happy to consider it, but I candidly 
confess that I see no prospect of a settlement in any other way 
than one of the two I have suggested. 

“ I am, dear Sir, your obliged and faithful servant, 

“John Bates.” 


“ John Bates, Esq. Appendix K. 

“Dear Sir, — I regret my suggestion has not found greater 

favour with you, for though it would, no doubt, have been at- Reports to 
tended with some difficulties, and possibly in carrying out the Town Coun- 
details we might have found insurmountable ones, yet I do not cil. 
think those referred to by you need have been amongst the 
latter. The simple way it seems to me of obviating all such, 
would have been to have left the Council to make such addi- 
tions or improvements as they thought fit, they receiving the 
value of them on the termination of the lease. 

“ I cannot help feeling great objection to the sort of refer- 
ence you name, though, no doubt, it would be to a considerable 
extent removed, if we could secure such men as you describe ; 
and as it appears to afford the last chance of a settlement, I 
will in the course of a few days ascertain the opinions of some 
of our shareholders upon it, and you shall hear further from 

“ Truly yours, 

“J. Brown. 

“London-road, Leicester, November 26, 1849.” 

“John Bates, Esq. 

“ Dear Sir, — I hope we may at length congratulate our- 
selves upon there being a fair prospect of an arrangement; for 
I now feel authorized to say, that if a reference to such men 
as you suggest can be effected, this Company will waive their 
objection to its being an unprincipled one. 

“So soon as you are instructed in the matter, I shall be pre- 
pared to enter with you upon the selection of the referees. I 
think the better plan will be, for each to choose one, subject to 
any fair objection from the other ; then to try our hands at an 
umpire ; and should we not be able to agree upon one, we wiE 
leave him to the two referees or to some official person or board, 
and perhaps the latter plan wiE occasion the least trouble. 

“Truly yours, 

* ‘ J. Brown. 

“London-road, Leicester, December 11, 1849.” 

“Belfast, December 13, 1849. 

“ J. Brown, Esq., Solicitor, London-road, Leicester. 

“Dear Sir, — I have received your letter of the 11th, and 
will take an early opportunity of laying our correspondence 
before the Committee of CouncE. 

“ Yours faithfully, 

“John Bates.’’ 

The Committee recommend the Council to authorize 
them to enter into such negotiations with the Gas Com- 
pany on the subject of the purchase of their works, as 
the Committee may consider for the interests of the 
borough ■, and that the measures for the erection of new 
gas works, should be suspended for two months. 

Dated December 26, 1849. 

John Potts, Chairvian . 

No. 9 Report of the Committee of the Town 

Council on Police Affairs, to he presented to 

the Council on the 1st day of April, 1850. 

Acting on the authority given to them by the Coun- 
cil, the Committee have continued the negotiation with 
the Gas Company for the purchase by arbitration of their 
works ; but previous to concluding an agreement on 
the subject, it has been arranged, with the sanction 
of the Company, that this Committee shall have the 
works examined by some respectable gas engineer, 
with a view to ascertain their condition and suitable- 
ness to the wants of the town. 

Dated March 26, 1850. 

John Black, CJcairman . 
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Appendix L. 


Contract for the Supply of Gas. 


Contract for 


Borough of Belfast. — Contract for the Supply 
of Gas to the Public and Private Lights of 
the Borough, entered into between the Town 
Council and the Belfast Gas Light Company. 
Dated 1st July, 1851. 

An Agreement made the First day of July, in the year 
of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
one, between the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of 
the Borough of Belfast, by the Council of the said 
borough (and hereinafter, for brevity, called “The 
Council”), of the one part, and the Belfast Gas Light 
Company (hereinafter, for brevity, called “ The Gas 
Company”), of the other part. 

The said Council do hereby (in exercise of the powers 
and provisions in this behalf of the existing Act for the 


improvement of the borough of Belfast, and of all other the supply of 
powers enabling them in this behalf) contract and agree Gas - 
with the said Gas Company, and the said Gas Company 
(in exercise of the powers and provisions of their Act 
of Incorporation, and of all other powers enabling them 
in this behalf), do hereby contract and agree with the 
said Council as follows : — 

The said Gas Company shall and will supply, with 
the best and purest gas to be made from caking coal, 
all the public lamps now set up or affixed within the 
said borough ; and within a reasonable period after being 
thereunto required, provide, set np, or affix and supply 
such others as the said Council may hereafter, during 
the existence of this contract, require to be set up, or 
affixed and supplied, within the range, for the time 
being, of the said borough. And the said Council 
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Appendix L. hereby agree that duriDg this contract the gas of the 

said Gas Company shall alone be used for lighting the 

Contract for p U p>p; c l am ps of the said borough. Provided, neverthe- 
Gas. SUPP ^ 01 l e63 > that the said Council shall provide any fresh lamp- 
posts which they may require to be set up or affixed. 

That the said lamps shall be kept in a proper state 
of repair, be reinstated when necessary, be regularly 
cleaned, lighted and extinguished, and be painted, when 
necessary, by the said Gas Company, at their own ex- 
pense; and such lighting and extinguishing shall be in 
accordance with the time-table inserted in the Schedule 
hereunto annexed. 

That each of the said lamps shall be supplied by the 
Gas Company from time to time, as may be necessary, 
with the best number-three flat-flame burners, of the 
same size as those at present in use; and, whilst lighted, 
shall burn not less than four cubic feet of -gas per hour. 

That the Gas Company shall attach to the fittings of 
each lamp a governing cock, in addition to the usual 
stop-cock, which governing cock, being first regulated 
by mutual agreement so as to allow the lamps to bum 
not less than four cubic feet of gas per hour, shall be 
placed under the seals of the Gas Company and of the 
Council, and shall not afterwards be altered without the 
consent of both parties. The expense of such governing 
cocks shall be borne and paid by the said Company and 
Council in equal proportions. 

That the Council or Committee of the Council on 
Police Affairs may, from time to time during the said 
term, revise the time-table in the Schedule hereto, or 
reduce the number of lamps to be lighted in summer, as 
they may think necessary ; of any which alterations, 
seven days’ notice, at the least, shall be given by the 
said Council or Committee, under the hand of the Town 
Clerk. Provided that if the said Council, or Committee 
thereof, shall make any alteration in the times of light- 
ing or extinguishing the said lamps, as specified in the 
said Schedule, or in the number of lamps to be lighted, 
and shall, by any such alteration, cause an increase or 
diminution in the quantity of gas consumed, then, and 
in every such case, such increase or diminution in quan- 
tity shall be paid for or allowed, for such time as the 
same shall continue, according to the price hereinbefore 
fixed to be paid for each lamp by the year, at the esti- 
mated consumption of four feet per lamp for each and 
every hour the same should be lighted, as provided by 
the Schedule hereunto annexed. 

That from the extinguishing of the public lamps in 
the morning, until they are lighted in the evening, 
the pressure shall not be less than half-an-inch at any 
period. 

That the said Council shall and will pay to the said 
Gas Company, for and in respect of each public lamp 
that shall be lighted under this contract, the yearly 
price or sum of £2 5s. (or after that rate), such pay- 
ment to be made at the said Gas Company’s Office, in 
Belfast, by two equal half-yearly instalments; one to 
be made the 1st day of March, and the other on the 1st 
day of September in each year; the first instalment to 
become due and payable at twelve o’clock, at noon, on 
the 1st day of September now next ensuing, and the 
succeeding instalments at the same hour on the corres- 
ponding half-yearly gale-days. 

That it shall be obligatory on the said Gas Company 
that any street or place for the public lamps, whereof 
gas shall be supplied under this contract, shall at all 
times during such supply hereunder, be better and 
cheaper lighted by the said Gas Company than could be 
done by oil, according to the average expense of light- 
ing with oil, for the space of three years immediately 
preceding. 

That the said Gas Company shall and will permit 
their Manager or Engineer to attend any meeting of 
the said Council or Committee when he shall be there- 
unto required ; and shall. also arrange for and insure the 
attendance of one lamp-lighter or more, if necessary, at 
such place within the said borough as the said Council 
or Committee shall fix and direct from the time of light- 
ing to the time of extinguishing the said lamps, to 
receive information as to the state of the lamps, and to 
he competent to. act, and who shall act immediately at 
i all itimes, as occasion, shall require. 


That the said Gas Company shall, during the continu- 
ance of this contract, supply with gas (within the limits 
of the Company’s mains for the time being) all persons 
applying for the same, except persons refusing or ne- 
glecting to pay for gas or meter rent previously owing 
by them; and shall not nor will, during the existence 
of this contract, raise the price of gas for private lamps, 
lights, or meters, above the present prices, nor reduce 
the discount now given to any such private consumers; 
which prices and discounts are stated in: the margin 
hereof.* 

That in case the said Gas Company shall refuse to 
supply, within the said limits, gas to all persons apply- 
ing for the same (except as aforesaid), or shall raise the 
price of gas or meters, or reduce the discount now given, 
as last-mentioned, either during the five years herein 
referred to, or afterwards, the Council may, if they think 
proper, terminate this contract at any time thereafter, 
on giving to the said Gas Company two calendar mouths’ 
previous notice. 

That the present contract shall commence at twelve 
o’clock, at noon, on the 1st day of March, in the year of 
our Lord 1851, and continue thenceforward for the term 
of five years, at the least ; without prejudice, neverthe- 
less, to the conditional right herein reserved to the said 
das Company and Council sooner to determine the same. 

That if this contract should not be sooner determined, 
and either of the parties hereto should desire its expi- 
ration at the end of the said term of five years, they 
shall give to the other twelve calendar months’ notice 
to that effect, and the same shall, in that case, expire 
accordingly ; but if notice be not so given, the contract, 
if not otherwise determined under the provisions hereof 
shall continue beyond the last-mentioned term until a 
twelve calendar months’ notice, ending on one of the 
half-yearly days of payment hereinbefore mentioned or 
referred to, shall have been subsequently given and 
have expired : Provided always, nevertheless, that in 
the event of the said Council either opening all or any 
of the streets, squares, lanes, or other public places of 
the said borough, or giving any other party or parties 
authority or permission to do so, in order to lay mains 
or pipes for the supply of gas to the public lamps, or 
for lighting the said Borough in any other manner, or 
for sale to private consumers, the said Gas Company 
shall be at liberty to determine this contract, giving at 
any time within the said term of five years, a twelve 
calendar months’ previous notice to that effect. 

That in the event of this contract terminating at any 
other period of any year than the period of the year at 
which it commenced, it is hereby declared and agreed, 
that the proportion of the year in which it expires shall 
be paid for in the proportion which the number of hours 
the public lamps shall have been lighted bears to the 
number of hours specified in the schedule for the years’ 
lighting, and not according to the proportion of days, 
weeks, or months, lamps may have been burning. 

That if during the existence of this contractor within 
six calendar months after the expiration or determina- 
tion thereof, the said Council should, by themselves or 
their agents, take upon themselves the lighting with 
gas the public lamps within the said borough, or any 
of them, the said Council shall and will take such lamps 
and the lamp-brackets and fittings connected therewith 
belonging to the said Gas Company, at a fair valuation, 
to be made in the usual way, by the respective survey- 
ors or valuers of the parties concerned, or their umpire. 

That all notices to be given under this .contract shall 
be in writing, and under the hand of the clerk of the 
party giving the same, and shall be served by delivery 
to, or by leaving at the office of the Town Clerk or of 
the Gas Company at Belfast, or be sent through the post- 


*The Company's charge for gas is five shillings per 1,000 
cubic feet, subject to the following discounts:— 


On a . 

of 10,000 cubic feet, & : 
above 50,000 ,, 


Consumption 

:ding 50,000 cubic feet £21 per cent. 


Provided the account be paid at their office, or at the gas 
works, on or before the 24th day of January, April, July, and 
October, in each year. 
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office, enclosed in a registered letter, addressed to said 
Town Council or Gas Company. 

And it is hereby covenanted, declared, and agreed 
between and by the said parties hereto, that at every 
half-yearly settlement of accounts- between the said par- 
ties, the said Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses, shall 
have full power to deduct and retain, and the said Gas 
Company hereby agree to allow in the payments at such 
times to be made, all or any of the following sums which 
the said Gas Company may have become liable to in 
any of the cases' following : — For each and every occa- 
sion not explained to the satisfaction of the said Council 
or Committee, on which any lamp shall be extinguished 
during the time when the same is (in pursuance of this 
contract) required to be' lighted, and which shall not be 
re-lighted within a reasonable time, to be allowed by 
the said Council or Committee, after the' fact of such 
lamp having been extinguished shall have been duly 
reported to the said Gas Company at their office, or at 
the station hereinbefore referred to, the sum of Is. for 
each lamp. For each night during which any lamp 
shall not consume during each hour the full quantity of 
gas herein specified, except from some unavoidable cause, 
to be satisfactorily explained to the said Council or Com- 
mittee, the sum of Is. for each lamp. For each night 
during which any lamp required tobelightedshallremain 
unlighted, or the stop-cock of which shall not be fully 
opened, except from some cause to be explained to the 
satisfaction of the said Council or Committee, the sum of 
2s. for each lamp. For every lamp the. glass of which 
shall not be repaired within a reasonable time after its 
being broken, to be allowed by the said Councilor 
Committee, the sum of 6 A for each night ; and for each 
lamp which shall notbekeptcleaned(weatherpermitting) 
to the satisfaction of the said Council and Committee, 
the sum of 3d. for each night : the amount of said sums 
to be paid and allowed as hereinbefore mentioned as 
liquidated damages aud not as penalties ; but no such 
sums to be allowed or charged unless notice of the lia- 
bility of the said Gas Company to the respective for- 
feitures shall have been given to the said Gas Company 
within forty-eight hours after such forfeitures shall have 
been respectively incurred. And for the purpose of 
enabling the said Council or Committee to ascertain as. 
accurately as possible the quantity of gas supplied to 
the public lamps, it is hereby agreed that they may 
cause a meter to be put up in the police-office or such 
other place within the said borough as they may from 
time to time reasonably appoint or approve of (such 
meter being previously, and at all reasonable times 
thereafter, tested by the servants of the Gas Company 
in the presence of such person or persons as the Council 
may appoint), and kept securely under two locks, of 
which a key shall be kept by each party; and the Coun- 
cil or Committee may have a lamp or light therein fitted 
with one of the public lamp burners, aud may cause the 
said lamp or light to be lighted and extinguished ac- 
cording to the time-table in the schedule hereto, or such 
alteration thereof as may, for the time being, be in force 
within the said borough ; aud thereafter the quantity 
of gas registered by the said meter shall, for all the 
purposes of the contract, be taken to be the quantity of 
gas consumed by each of the public lanips.ligbted within 
the borough. 

That in the event of any meter supplied to any pri- 
vate consumer not giving satisfaction, such private con- 
sumer may require it to be tested by the- said meter so 
put up in the police-office or other place appointed or 
approved of as aforesaid ; and should it not register a 
like quantity, such private person; may require another 
to be supplied. 

That in case any dispute or question shall arise touch- 
ing the construction of these presents, or any account, 
payment, matter, or thing, arising thereunder or con- 
nected therewith, the same shall be forthwith referred 
to the arbitration of three indifferent persons ; one to 
be nominated by each party, and the third by those 
two previously to their entering upon the matters in 
difference ; and in case either of the said parties shall 
neglect or refuse to make such nomination within 


twenty-one days next after notice so to do by the Appendix L. 
other of them, then the arbitrators named by the Corrt ^~ for 
other of the said parties may nominate the second of the supply of 
the said arbitrators; and those two the third ; and the Gas. 
award or determination which shall be made by the 
said arbitrators, or any two of them, concerning the 
premises, shall be final and conclusive on both the said 
parties, so as such arbitrators; or; any two. of them, may 
make their award in writings under their hands, within 
two calendar months, next, after the reference to, them, 
or within such, enlarged time as the said arbitrators, or 
any two of them, may from time to time appoint. And 
the. said award, apd the, submission thereto herein con- 
tained, may from time to time be made a rule of Her 
Majesty’s Court of Queen’s Bench in Ireland, according 
to. the form of the statute in that case made and pro- 
vided : in witness whereof, the said Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Burgesses, have hereunto; affixed the common seal 
of the said borough ; and the said Belfast, Gas Company 
have hereunto also affixed the seal of the said Company, 
the day and year first above • written-. 

The Schedule above referred to. 


Table of Time of Lighting and Extinguishing the Gas 
Lamps in the Borough of Belfast. 


May, 


July, 


10 


August, 

September-, 

October, 2 
” 16 
30 

November, 6 


To 

All to be 
Lighted by 

Extinguish 

January, 8 

5 0 

7 0 

5 15 

6 50 


5 20 

6 45 

„ 29 

5 35 

6 33 

February, 5 

5 45 

6 20 

12 




6 6 

6 0 


6 20 

5 40 


ft 35. 

5 30 


6 50 


,, 19 

7 0 

5 0 


7 15 

4 40 


7 25 

4 20 

7 40 



8 0 



8 10 

3 20 

,, 30 

8 30 

3 0 

May, 7 

8 50 

2 40 





9 25 

2 0 


9 45 

1 40 


10 0 



10 20 



10 30 

1 0 

,. 25 

10 40 

1 0 

July, 2 

10 45 

1 15 




16 

10 15 

1 35 


9 50 

1 50 


9 40 

2 10 


9 20 

2 30 

,, 13 

9 0 

2 50 


8 45 




3 20 

September, 3 

8 0 

3 35 

„ 16- 


3 50 


7 20 

4 5 

,, 24 

7 5 

4 20 

October, 1 

6 45 

4 35. 


6 30 

4 50 

„ 15 


5 0 



5 10 


5 40, 

5.25. 

November, 5 


5 40 

„ 12? 

5 10 

5. 50 


5 5 

6 10 


5 0 

6 20 

December, 3 

4 50 

6.30 


4 50 

6 40 

,, 17 

4 40 

6 50 

,, 24 

4 40 

7 0 

„ 31 

4 40 

7 0 


N.B.— To commence lighting every evening one hour be- 
fore the hour at which they ought all to be lighted. 


John Ellis, Chairman. (Seal.) 


W. Palmer, Clerk. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS OF BELFAST. 


APPENDIX M. 


Statement of 
Mr.Thornton. 


Statement of 

To Her Majesty’s Commissioners of Corporate 
Inquiry, Belfast. 

Gentlemen, — At the instance of the Pairs and Mar- 
kets Reform Committee, to whom I have the honour to 
be Secretary, I have attended this inquiry for the pur- 
pose of observing anything that might be calculated to 
affect the interest of the agricultural class. 

In consequence of the evidence given by some of the 
witnesses concerning the markets, I feel it my duty to 
state, that the farmers are quite unanimous in their desire 
for the establishment of a regular and general system of 
markets for the sale of their produce. And so far as the 
Belfast markets are concerned, they are anxious that all 
the wholesale markets should be placed in as close prox- 
imity as possible to each other. 

This object would, I think, be best accomplished by 
placing them all in May’s Fields, South, where there is 
plenty of ground to be let for yards and stables for the 
accommodation of farmers, resorting to the markets, and 


Mr. Thornton. 

for the erection of stores. I am also of opinion, that no 
person should be allowed to hawk any article, except 
licensed for this purpose, nor be allowed to buy or sell 
any sort of farm produce on the streets or roads, or. to 
convert their own places into markets for a similar 
purpose. 

These matters have been fully investigated, not only 
by the parties who are chiefly interested, but by Her 
Majesty’s Commissioners appointed for that purpose to 
carry their views into effect; several Bills have been 
brought into Parliament by the Government, the last 
of which was twice read, and passed through a select 
committee last session, and will likely be passed into a 
law in the next session. 

I am, Gentlemen, with profound respect, 
Arthur H. Thornton, 

Secretary to the Fairs and Markets Reform 
Committee. 


APPENDIX N. 

Return of Receipts of Market Tolls. 
—Mr. Spratt’s Return. 


Gross receipts from Tolls, Rents, 


d. 


Gross receipts from Tolls, Rents, 
&e., in 1849, 

Deduct Salaries and Wages, 

General Expenses, . 

Net proceeds for the year 1849, 

Gross receipts from Tolls, Rents, 
&c.,in 1850, 

Deduct Salaries and Wages, . 1 
General Expenses, . 

Net proceeds for the year 1850, 
Gross receipts from Tolls, Rents, 


Net proceeds for the year 1851, 

Gross receipts from Tolls, Rents, 
&c., in 1852, 

Deduct Salaries and Wages, . 1 
General Expenses, . 


Net proceeds for the year 1852, — 

Gross receipts from Tolls, Rents, 

&c., in 1853, — 

Deduct Salaries and Wages, . 1,609 10 
General Expenses, . . . 600 1 


Net proceeds for the year 1853, 
Gross receipts from Tolls, Rents, 


Net proceeds for the year 1854, 

Gross receipts from Tolls, Rents, 
&c., in 1855, 

Deduct Salaries and Wages, 
General Expenses, . 


Gross receipts from Tolls, Rents, 


Deduct Salaries and Wages, 
General Expenses, . 


Wages and materials, for repairs and 
alterations furnished by the Coun- 
cil, and not paid for by the Market 
Committee, 

Net proceeds for the year 1856, . 
Balanceof Costs, and proceeds of For- 
feited Provisions, . 


Permanent Improvements, 

Gross receipts from Tolls, Rents, 
&c., in 1857, 

Deduct Salaries and Wages, 
General Expenses, . 


Net proceeds in the year 1857, 
Balance of Costs, and proceeds of For- 
feited Provisions, . . 


Permanent Improvements, . 3 3 5 

James Spratt, Clerk of the Markets. 
Belfast, 28th August, 1858. 

No. 2. — Mr. F. Rea’s Return. Abstract of 
Receipts of Markets from 1848 to 1857, both 
years inclusive. 

184S. 


Smithfield Market (10 months), 

Pork Market (12 months), 

Butter Market (7 months), 

Police-square Market (12 months), 

Castle Market, Weekly Rents (12 months), 
May’s Grain Market (12 months), 

George’s Market (12 months), . . 

Castle Market and Horse Fair (10 months), 
Flax and Fruit Market (7 months), 

May’s Dock and Fields (7 months), 
Bogwood and Turf Market (7 months), 
Castle Market, House Rent (12 months), 


554 8 114 
508 11 4 
296 13 24 
521 1 2f 

267 16 5 
1,205 16 6 
265 5 8 


Deduct Expenses 
Net, 


of Collection, &c., 
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Smithfield Market, 

Pork Market, 

Butter Market, . 

Potato and Vegetable Market, 
Castle Market, . 

May’s Market, . 

George’s Market, 

Cattle Market and Horse Fair, 
Flax and Fruit Market, . 
May’s Quay and Fields, . 
Police-square Market, . 
Ormond Market, 


Deduct — Wages, &c., £2,001 12s. 11 < f. ; Six 
Months’ Kent and Rent-charge, May’s 
Fields, South, £402 9s. 2 d . ; and Twelve 
Months’ Rent, Castle Market, £204 15s., S 


1854. 

Smithfield Market, 

Pork Market, 

Butter Market, . 

Potato and Vegetable Market, . 
Castle Market, . 

May’s Market, . 

George's Market, 

Cattle Market and Horse Fair, . 
Flax and Fruit Market, . 
Police-square Market, 

Ormond Market, 

May’s Quay and Fields, . 


Interest allowed by Treasurer, 

Total, 

Deduct— Wages, £2,116 Is. Id . ; One Year’s 
Reutof May’s Fields, South, £802 15s. J 0 d.\ 
and One Year’s Rent of Castle Market, 
£203 8s. 9 (/., . 


Interest allowed by Treasurer, . . 65 4 

6,743 12 

Deduct— Wages, &c., £2,061 18s. 5 J . ; 

Eighteen Months’ Rent of May’s Fields, 

South, £1,200 2s. ; Twelve Months’ Rent, 

Castle Market, £199 10s., . .3,46110 


Interest allowed by Treasurer, . . 57 19 1 

6,946 7 

Deduct— Wages, &c., £2,163 16s. lid.; 

Eighteen Months’ Rent, May’s Fields, 

South, £1,203 19s. lOtf. ; Twelve Months’ 

Rent, Castle Market, £204 15s., . . 3,572 11 


1855. 

Smithfield Market, 

Pork Market, 

Corporation-street Market, 

Potato and Vegetable Market, . 

Castle Market, . 

May’s Market, 

George’s Market, 

Horse and Cattle Market, 

Flax and Fruit Market, . 

Police-square Market, 

Ormond Market (tb 22nd June), 

May’s Quay, £122 18s. 9d. ; Fields, £102 


Deduct — Wages, &c., £1,972 4s. 9d. ; 
Twelve Months’ Rent, Castle Market, 
less Poor Rate and Income Tax, £181 


1856. 

Smithfield Market, 

Pork Market, .... 
Corporation-street Market, 

Potato and Vegetable Market, . 

Castle Market, .... 
May’s Market, .... 
George’s Market, 

Horse and Cattle Market, 

Flax and Fruit Market, . 

Police-square Market, 

May’s Quay, £123 Is. ; Fields, £99 9s. bd., 


Balance of Costs and Forfeited Prot 


1857. 

Smithfield Market, 

Pork Market, . 

Corporation-street Market, 

Potato and Vegetable Market, . 

Castle Market, .... 

May’s Market, .... 
George’s Market, 

Cattle and Horse Market, 

Flax and Fruit Market, 

Police-square Market, . 

May’s Quay, £114 6s. (id. ■ Fields, £105 15s. id 

Less Ordinary Expenditure, Charges, &c., 


7,175 1 

6 

2,211 18 

11 

4,963 2 

7 

13 2 

11 

4,976 5 6 

1,363 1 
1,279 12 

61 

570 18 

31 

1,262 10 


491 l 
1,025 12 

iii 
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Appendix N. Rent of May's Fields, South, paid out of Marlcet 
Revenue. 

Receipts of 

Market Tolls. , £ s ■ ll - 

See Report of Market Commissioner, p. 41 1 , 1850, $02 15 10 

See printed accounts of Town Council, 1851, 1,200 2 0 
„ „ „ „ p. 13, 1852, 1,203 19 10 

„ „ ,, „ p. 11, 1853, 399 6 O 


Costs of Markets, exclusive of Rent or Purchase Money 
of May's Fields, South. 


See printed accounts, page, 23, 1853, 


97,045 7 6 
2,339 7 7 
J,637 19 2 


Total, paid out of Market Revenue, £3,606 3 8 


Appendix 

Population 

Return. 


APPENDIX 0. 


Return showing the Increase in the number of Houses and Population from the earliest authentic 
records to the year 1858. 


Year. 

Locality. 

Number of 
Houses. 

Number 

of 

Inhabitants, 

Locality. 

Number 

Houses. 

Number 
of Inha- 
bitants. 

Looality. 

Number 

of 

Houses. 

N umbor 
of Inha- 
bitants. 

Houses. 

Total 

Inhabitants. 

1660, 
1685, 
1757, . 

1782, . 

1791, 
1813, 
1821, 
1831, . 

1841, . 

1851, . 

1852, . 

1858, . 

Belfast, in the Parish of 
Shankill, County of An- 

150 

450' 

1,779 

2,122 

5,494 

8,389 

11,751 

13,874 

8,549 

13,524 

19,528 

27,832 

37,277 

53,237 

6S,611 

92,363 

Ballymacarrett, in the 
Paiish of Knockbreda, 
County of Down. 

1,112 

1,124 

1,135 

5,668 

6,697 

7,937 

■S& 

lfj 

if 

1° o § 

r*. 

159 

173 

824 

845 

9,501 

13,034 

15,182 

17,156 

S,549 

13,524 

19,528 

27,832 

37,277 

58,905 

76,132 

101,145 

115,294 

145,000 


Note The Books for the third Borough rate, which are 

in the possession of the Corporation, are copied from the Poor 
Rate, and will show with very little trouble, the entire number 
of rated premises in 1858, for Belfast, Ballymacarrett and 
Ballynafcigh, and will enable the Commissioners to approxi- 
mate the amount of the present population in each of the above 
three divisions, taking 145,000 as the data for the total. 

As there are a great number of mills, stores, warehouses, &c.. 
in which there are not any sleepers at night, it occurs to me that 
by deducting a certain per centage from the number of rated 
premises, say in the proportion of one-tenth for Belfast, one- 
twentietli lor Ballymacarrett, and one-fortieth for Ballynafeigli, 
a tolerably accurate conclusion can be arrived at as to the 


number of dwelling-houses in each district, which will enable 
the blanks I have left opposite 1858 to be filled up. I would 
multiply these dwelling-houses by 6J- or 7 to ascertain the 
present population in each as against 145,000 in all. 

From 1842 to 1853 Belfast occupied about 970 acres inside 
the municipal boundary, and 330 acres outside ; and from the 
period of the extension, in 1853, it stands as follows: — 
Belfast, 5,025 acres; 1,400 acres lighted and watched. 
Ballymacarrett, 575 acres; none lighted or watched. Bally- 
nafeigh, 821 acres ; none lighted or watched. Total, 6,421 

Francis Rea. 


Appendix P. 


APPENDIX P. 


Valuations. 


Valuations. 


No. 1 . — Comparative Valuations of Tenements, 
purchased and taken down by theTowN Council, 
under the authority of the Local Acts, and of 
those Tenements which have since been erected 
upon the Ground so purchased. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
Tenements purchased and removed — 

The valuation of 512 Tenements, pur- 
chased and removed by the Council, 

amounted to ... — 5,868 0 0 

The valuation of 1 15 New Tenements, 
since erected upon the ground, pur- 
chased by the Council, amounts, to, — 6,926 0 0 

(Not including , a house just built, 
but not yet occupied, which is 
valued at £80.) 


In the 512 Tenements removed, there 
were 329 not exceeding £8 annual 

value, amounting in all to . . — 1,764 0 0 

And paying a Police Rate amount- 
ing to . . . . 66 S 0 


£ s. d. £ 

Brought forward, . . 66 3 0 1,764 

One hundred and twenty-one Tene- 
ments not exceeding £20, . . — 1,731 

Paying a Police Rate of . . 86 1 1 0 

Sixty-one Tenements not exceeding£80, — 2,283 

Paying a Police Rate of . . 228 6 0 

One Tenement, above £80, viz., . — 90 

Paying a Police Rate of . . 13 10 0 


s. d. 
0 0 


0 0 


Total Police Rate, paid by 
Tenements removed, . 394 10 0 5,868 0 0 


In the Tenements since erected, there 
are 31 Ratings, between £8 and £20, 

valued at . . — 538 0 0 

Paying a Police Rate of . 29 2 10 

Eighty-four Ratings exceeding £20, 
valued at . . — 6,388 0 0 

Paying a Police Rate of . . 692 0 8 


Total Police Rate on new 
buildings, . . . 721 3 6 6,926 0 0 


[Appendix P. — No. 2. 
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Little Patriek-street, 

Corporation-street, 

Great Patriek-street, 

Ann-street, 

Ditto, . 

Victoria-street, . . average, 37, 

Ditto, . ' . 

Chickester-street, 

Ditto, 

Oxford -street. 

Ditto, 

Glengall- place, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Lagan-place, North; 

Ditto. 

East Bridge-street, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

St. Jokn’s-strcct, . in four lots, 60, 
St. John’s place (South side), . 

Ditto, comer lot, 

Mary’s-sguare, East, . . . . 

Oxford-street (East side), . . 140, 

Mary-street (North side), 

Ditto, 

Street along river, . average, 100, 
. Street facing site of Town Hall, 


Value pei 
foot of 
Frontage, 


Proposed site of Town Hall, about 3 a. statute, £60 


Annual Value of Lot 


0 ) 

3 179 1 3 

0 ) 

0 ) 

0 >405 7 0 

0 ) 

® l 356 10 0 


24 0 
104 8 
85 0 
123 18 
58 10 
64 10 
123 18 


20 years. 
20 years, 
18 years, 
16 years, 
18 years, 


Quantity of land in May’s Pields, South, exclusive of 11a. Or. 21p. allotted to markets, 30A. In. S 
at £40 per acre=£i,216, at 16 years’ purchase, . . . . • • • 

Chief rents £338 12s. 6d., built on at 25 years’ purchase, . . • -*8,460 1 

Do. not built on, £209 10s., at 22£ do., 4,713 1 


19,456 0 0 


No. 3. 'Town Council of Belfast — Surplus Property. — Schedule of Valuation of Robert 

Young, in detail of the several Lots of said Property. 


Fee-farm Bents, . 
Little Patriclc-street, . 
Great do. 
Corporation- street, 

Victoria-street (East), 

Do. (West), 
Ann-street, . 
Oxford-street (West), . 
Chickester-street, 


Brunswick-street, 
Glengall-place, . 
Howard-street. . 


Sit 


16 0 0 
32 0 0 
85 9 6 


224 9 0 
21 0 0 


2,000 0 0 — 


Less outlayin re-erecting George’s market, , 

in Victoria-street (East side), and Chichcster-street (North side), 

Ground described on East side of Oxford-street, hounded on the North-East 
by the river Lagan, of this, 3 acres (site for proposed Town Hall) worth, £360 per annum x lo 
J ° vears’ nnrehase = I 

2,450 feet, frontages' to streets, worth 6s. per foot, gives a rent of, . 


* Value now if sale be forced. 


13,000 0 
9,120 o 
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No. 4. — Belfast Corporation — Surplus Property. — Comparison of the Valuation. 


Mr. Brassington. 


Ground let on Pee- Farm Leases — 
Kents secured by 

buildings, . . £390 9 0 

Ground rents in Fee- 
Farms unbuilt, . 158 0 0 


Plot A unlet, . 

Plot B part, . 
Deduct in May’s 
Fields, South, 


d. i , 


X 12= 5,598 10 


Mr. Young. 

£ t. d. 

1. Fee-farm rents, as recited in Mr. 

Hastings’ affidavit, amounting to £548 
2s. 6d. per annum, worth 224 years’ 

purchase, ... . 12,332 lfi 3 

2. Sundry frontage in Patrick- 
street, Corporation-street, Vic- 
toria-street, Oxford-street, and 

old Court-house, in all, . £17,950 

3. Ground in May’s Field, worth 13,000 

30,950 0 0 

4. 30 a. 1 r. 24 p. May’s Fields, South, 
annual rent at 15s. per foot, per annum, 

or £300 per acre, . . . . 9, 1 20 0 0 


£52,402 16 3 


l APPENDIX Q. 

Water Commissioners. 

No. 1.— Nature and Extent of the Rates and 
Taxes upon Property in the Borough of 
Belfast, levied by the Belfast Water Com- 
missioners. 

7842 Dwelling-houses valued at from BatC ’ 

£5 to £9 inclusive, . 8 d. per £ 8 d. per £ 

2267 Do. £10 to £19, . 12A ‘ 11,/. „ 

1394 Do. £20 and upwards, . Kid. i4rf. 

3019 Buildings not being used as 
.veilings, £5 and upwards, 


1 00,000 1 


Amounting to 400,000 and not 


Dwelling-houses and buildings, under the value of £5 
per annum, free, unless actually supplied with water 
into the houses. 

By the Act of Parliament (3 Victoria, chapter 79), 
the landlords alone are liable for the rates levied on 
properties valued at from £5 to £7 inclusive. 

Specials, that is, for water supplied for the purposes 
of trade or manufacture, various rates according to 
quantity, as follows (there is no scale provided by the 
Act) : 

Not amounting to '25,000 gallons per annum by agreement. 

Gallons. Gallons. s. d. 



. . , 

Ship water when supplied 
Each hour's run of three 
washing hold or docks. 


Rates Assessed for the year 1858 : 


i account of vacancies a 


i, 1 3 per 1,000 gals. 


Plato Oulton, 

Secretary to the Belfast Water Commissioners. 
Belfast, September 17, 1858. 


No. 2 . Summary of the Printed Accounts of the Water Commissioners, from April, 1840, t 0 
April, 1855. 


Receipts. 


.Loans, . 

Gross Taxes, 

Ship Water, 

Due Northern Bank, 
Cash in hand in 1 840, 


£ s. d. 
. 52,316 17 1 

. 71,926 19 11 

. 4,245 6 7 

. 2,927 13 11 

937 O O 


Expenditure. 

Property, 

Charitable Society, 

Interest, 

Income Tax, 

Salaries, Wages, &c 

General Expenses, 

Rent, 

Stamps, 

Advertising and Printing, . 

Law Costs, 

Lord Donegal, 

Lagan Works, . . 1 

Commissioners’ Salaries, 

Valuators and Collectors, 


£ s. d. 
48,017 8 9 
11,950 0 O 
30,439 11 6 
57 11 3 

14,097 18 3 
1,194 0 2 
228 0 O 
369 17 3 
11,817 9 9 

5,350 0 O 
5,335 8 11 
2,095 0 0 
3,303 2 8 


. 132,255 8 6 


Total, 
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No. 3. — Copy of Minute from proceedings of 
the Belfast Water, Commissioners, under 
date 17th January, 1850. 

Resolved — “ That in no case where the old water has 
been introduced into any premises shall the new be 
granted to supersede the old : this resolution has been 
adopted, inasmuch that the rate-payers would all soon 
desire the new water, and thus the town derive no 
benefit from the old, for which it is bound to pay the 
Charitable Society the yearly sum of £800. This rule 
has been acted upon since 3rd December, 1847 ; but 
no record put on the Minute Book. 

“ According to prior arrangement, houses in the fol- 
lowing streets were to have the new water when it 
would be requested (this to continue binding - ), i.e., 
Donegal-plaee, Donegal-square, Wellington-place, 
Howard-street, College-square, East, Murray-terrace, 
and Fislienvick-place.” 

Copied by 

Plato Oulton, 

Secretary to the Belfast Water Commissioners. 
September, 21, 1858. 


No. 4. — Mr. Oulton ’s Return of Houses Sup- appendix q. 
plied with Water and Houses Taxed. WaterCom 

Houses within the Water Borough : (No return.) missioners. 

9257. Houses within the borough supplied with water, of 
which 984 are supplied with old water. 

1 1503. Houses within the Water Borough rated for Water- 
tax. 

Houses within the Water Borough not rated for Water 
tax: (No return.) 

537. Houses above the value of £5 within the Water 
boundary not rated to Water-tax. 

Houses not rated, get water from fountains free of ex- 
pense. 

All houses above £5 may have the water into their 
houses if they like, as the pipes are laid in the streets, 
they merely have to go to the expense of getting the 
pipes into their houses. 


APPENDIX R. 

Calculations of Town Council for an Alteration of Rating. 


Improvement Rate. 

Wo. 1 . — Present liabilities. 

Interest on £267,000, being the total debt of 
the borough, estimated at . 

Sinking Fund 


Add proportion of sundry expenses, 


9,640 


Present Valuation of Borough. 
Tenements above £20, valued at £146,000, at 

Is. 2d. 8,516 13 

Tenements under £20, valued at £114,000, at 7 d. 3,325 0 


1,841 13 
1,657 16 


Totai'amountto beraisedby rate of Is. 2d. and 7 d. 1 
No. 2. — Griffith's Valuation. 
Liabilities as above, 


Tenements above £20, valued at £1 1 8,000, at 1 s.id. 7 , 866 
Tenements under £20, valued at £103,000, at a d. 3.433 
• 11,399 

Deduct 14 per cent, as above, .... 1,582 
Net produce of Is. id. and 8 d. rate, . . 9,717 


No. 3.- 

Liabilities as above, . 
Add interest on £15,000, 
Street improvements, 


-Maximum Rate. 


Total cost of the Police Force 
Total cost of Lighting, 

Fire Establishment, . 
Sundries, 


Police Rate. 

at present 


Calculation 
for an altera- 
r tion in rating. 


9,140 0 0 


Reduction, if Lord Naas’ Bill be'passed into law, £.414 13 i 
Nett charges, 8,000 0 0 

V rate of 9 d. in the pound upon the present 
valuation, after making allowance of 14 per 
cent, for vacancies, &c., will produce, . 8,385 0 0 
A rate of Is. in the pound upon Griffith’s, will 
produce a Net Income of ... 9,503 0 0 

A rate of Is. 2d. in the pound upon Griffith’s, 
will produce a Net Income of . . . 11,087 0 o 

It is proposed to make this the maximum rate to be 
levied, for the purpose of lighting and watching. 

Paving Rate. 

The average expenditure for maintenance of 
Roads for last three years, has been, . . 2,213 o 0 

Ditto, Scavenging, 1,731 o 0 

Sundry charges, 600 0 0 


The present valuation of districts lighted and 

watched, is £260,000, 260,000 

Add Poor Law valuation of Tenements within 
the rest of the Municipal Borough, . . 20,000 


11,815 0 0 


Griffith’s valuation will reduce the 
districts lighted and watched to 
Add districts as above, 


Deduct 14 per cei 
Net produce of ra 


APPENDIX S. 

Cases submitted by Committee of People's Park. 


To James Major, Esq., Q.c., and Christopher 
Copinger, Esq., q.c., Her Majesty’s Commis- 
sioners appointed to inquire into the State of 
Affairs in Belfast. 

Gentlemen, — W r e the undersigned, acting together as 
the Victoria Park Committee, respectfully request that 
you will, as Commissioners appointed by Her Majesty 
to inquire into the state of affairs in Belfast, receive 


evidence on, and take into your consideration, the fol- 
lowing subjects, viz. : — 

1st. That in an Act of Parliament intituled “ The 
Belfast Dock Act, 1854,” the Harbour Commissioners, 
under section 20 of that Act, obtained powers to en- 
close and lay aside a portion of reclaimed slob-land, not 
less than fifty acres, to be used as a public park by the 
inhabitants of Belfast. 

2nd. That under the powers so obtained, the said 


Appendix S. 
People’s Park. 
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Appendix S. End has been enclosed, and is now ready to be made over 
’ to the parties proper to receive it in trust for the town. 

People’sPark. 3 r( p That the section aforesaid (of which wo hand you 
a copy) makes no provision as to who those parties are. 

4th. That this Committee, under these circumstances, 
consider that in virtue of your Commission you have 
power to embody, iu whatever Report you may decide 
on presenting to the Crown, a recommendation which 
would remedy the defect aforesaid. 

5th. That under ordinary circumstances the Mayor 
and Corporation would be the proper parties to receive 
it ; but owing to the present state of our municipal 
affairs, this Committee have reason to believe that they 
would not be willing to undertake the trust in its pre- 
sent condition, and even did they do so they have no 
power to apply any funds towards its completion. 

6th. That owing to the reasons assigned under head 
5, this Committee 1 would suggest to the Commissioners 
that, having taken the initiative in this matter, they 
are the proper parties in whom the park should be 
vested as Trustees, until such time as it shall have been 
formed and rendered available for the purposes contem- 
plated. 

7th. That this Committee have a reasonable prospect 
of obtaining, by voluntary subscriptions and otherwise, 
the necessary funds for making the Park. 

8th. That when the Park shall- have been formed and 
publicly inaugurated, it shall be the duty of this Com- 
mittee to reconvey it to the Mayor and Corporation in 
trust for the use of the inhabitants. 

9th. That on its being so reconveyed, it shall be in 
the power of the Town Council of Belfast to levy a sum 
not exceeding one halfpenny in the pound on the borough 
valuation, to be applied to the maintenance and manage- 
ment of the Park. 

Rob. Down and Connor. Dunvillk, Merchant. 

S. Brown. John Charters, Merchant. 

J ohn Workman, Merchant. Jas. Alex. Henderson. 
James P. Corry, Merchant. 

John Bell, jun., Merchant, Honorary Secretary. 


Belfast, September 21, 1858. 

To Her Majesty’s Commissioners appointed, to 

inquire into the State of Affairs in Belfast. 

Gentlemen, — On behalf of those acting together as 
the “Victoria Park Committee,” I purpose appearing 
before you, to submit evidence to you in reference to 
the “People’s Park,” under heads Number 22 and 14 of 
your analysis of your Commission. 

Under head Number 22. By virtue of an Act of 
Parliament, obtained by the Harbour Board in 1854, 
intituled “The Belfast Dock Act, 1854,” the Commis- 
sioners had powers given them to reclaim a quantity of 
slob land, on the county Down side of the river, of which 
a portion not less than fifty acres was to be laid aside 
for the use of the inhabitants of Belfast as a public Park, 
to be called the “Victoria Park;” such Act has been 
complied with, in so far as regards the reclamation of 
the land, but the Act contains no provision as to who is 
to take charge of the land so obtained. 

It is proposed to submit to you a plan for transferring 
the land from the Harbour Commissioners to Provisional 
Trustees until the Park shall have been made ; then to 
be transferred to and vested in the Mayor and Corpora- 
tion for the use of the town. 

Under head N umber 1 4. That powers shall be granted 
to the Council of Belfast to levy an increased borough 
rate, to the extent of one halfpenny in the pound, the 
proceeds of which shall be applied for the use and main- 
tenance of the Park ; such rating powers not to be in 
force until the Park shall have been reconveyed to the 
Mayor and Corporation and vested in them as aforesaid. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, yours very res- 
pectfully, 

John Bell, jun., Honorary Secretary. 
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